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competent judg, yet I may ſay this, that 


it is a brief, ſmart, and (I hope) a true 
firſt Riſe of the Reformation, ; and the 
great ſtruggles for further Reformation 
eyer ſince; and all this made good by 
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the Writings of many Divines of the 
Church of. Epxgland. | 


- Fhe Printer having left room at- the 
q! latter end, I thought good to add a Sheet 
is which I received from a Reverend Dij- 
[ vine of the Church of Exgland, which 
| I hope will not offend the Author of this 
| Treatiſe, in as much as it may be uſe-_ 
jul to the Reader to convince him that 
| there are ſome conformable Divines, even 
Ss at this'time, that heartily deſire and la- 
| | bor after Union and Communion with 
| - all che faithful in the Land, whether 
Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts ; the Church 
of England having in her Articles given 
this definition of a'Church,' vzz. 
| The viſible Church. of. Chriſt is 4 Con- 


FI gregation of faithful Men,: in which the 
pure Word \of God is preached, and the Sa- 
craments be 'duly adminiſtred according to 
Chriſt's Ordinante, . in all: thoſe things that of 
neceſſity are. requiſite to the ſame. T leave' 
the Reader to make the Inference. 


Aug. 18. 1698. 
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TO THE 
BOOKSELLER. 


S I R, 
HIS :s not the firſt NIEY that you 


known Hand, with matters which 
were worthy to be made known, and which 
by your charitable care have been made 
FB to the whole Engliſh Nation. 

The Charatter which you aeſervedly have, 
even in America, as well as Europe, 7s 
that of a good Man ; ; and apreeably to that 
Character, you will by the Publication of the 
Manulcript here ſeat you, rome to the Nas 
ti9y with good Tidings. 

The Author of this Manuſcript lies con- 


. realed from you, and from all its Readers, 


only that he may, 'till a fitter Opportunity, 
ou Zeb his Teeth from ſome few kicking 
Unreaſonables : Bur the Matter of it is 
a Diſcourſe, wherein with Truth cloſely 
followed, there is expreſſed { uch a Spirit of 
UNION with all good Men, whe: her Contor- 
A miſts 


have been addreſs'd from an un- 


To the BooksELLER: 


miſts or Diſſenters, that none of them car 
be offended at. 

It cannot but be a Satisfattion unto the 
lovers of Truth, to be entertained with an 
Hiſtory, thus unexceptionable : : and a Per- 


ſon of ſuch a diſpoſition as yours, to ſerve 
your Country and the Church of God in all 


zts Intereſls, cannot but rejoice in an oppor- 


tunit) to communicate unto the Publick a 


little Book, accommodated ſo much as this, 


unto thoſe IMtereſts 

You will find the Compoſure brief ; but you 
will find @ varicty of acceptable things, crowad- 
ed into this grateful brevity : the Stile alſo 
I hope. you will find not unacceptable : and 
tho 'twas written in the year 1696, T ſup- 


poſe *tis grown but the more [eaſonable, by 


being till now reſerved. 
But all this 1 leave to our better Jug: 


ment, and clking 


SIR, 


Boſton in 
NEW-ENGLAND, BER” 
May 10. 1698. OUr Nearty 


(tho unknown) 


Friend and Servant. 
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VOLUTION,, and 
we arecre jong to lee a 
greater. | 
There are very conſiderable @aeſtwons, which 
do, and will, and cannot bat exerciſe the minds 
of good Men in rhe Engliſh Nation. To aſliſt 
agreeable Anſwers unto thoſe conſiderable Pueſts- 


6ns, there can ſcarce any more ſignificant thing 


be offered, than an inconteſtible /dea and Hyfory 
of the REFORMATION. And ones here brict- 
ly exhibited, which the conſenting Pens of con- 


formable Writers in the Church of England, all 


along here quoted, have rendred inconteltible. 
You have here a relation and a deſcription of 
a marvellous Matter, w hereof may ſay, as Auſtin 
once did of another Matter, 21/quis n0n wider, 
cecus : Duiſquis videt, nec laudat, ingratus * Quiſe 
quis laudanti relutFatur, inſanus: Thoſe Men are 
blind and mad who do not acknowledg it. But 
the Reader is thereupon ſurpriſed with a further 
Advice of this importance : Believeſ thou ? 
T hou ſhalt ſee yet greater things than theſe, And 
when his courteous patience hath carried him to 
the end of this little Treatiſe, he will ſee upon 
what Authority this Expectation is with ſo myci 
freedom uttered 3 he will ſee that it is no Fa- 
uaticiſm, * A 2 9. 2+ 
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4 _. 4 Hiſtory of the Reformation, 


| &. 2. And now, Reaaer, bewilling to travel fo 7 
far into Antiquity, as to take a view of the Con- 
dition, whereinto the Chriftian Church was fallen 
z by the Apeſtacy, which, as the Spirit of the Lord 
Hf Wy Jeſus Chriit long before expreſly foretold, was to 
come vpon it. When the Imperial and Heatheniſh *» 
| Power once flouriſhing at Rome, which hindred 
ER: the Revelation of that wicked" one,” was'taken out 
Ti _ of the may ;, and in the fourth and fifth.Century, 
Þ 4 the fierce Nations of. the Northern Barbarians 
: - made their violent Aſlaults upon the Romar 
| Empire, and carried all bcfore %em, with an ir- 
= - reſiſtible Inundation of Deſolation; Then a little 
© [FL Prieſt had opportunity to eſtabliſh himſelf with ; 
” a mixt Keligion among thoſe barbarous Nations, | 
| . and then there appeared openly in the Temple of 
Ai Geodthat ANTICHRIST, whocalls himſelf + 
- (what indeed the very name ANTICHRIST ; 
JE moſt properly ſignifies) The Yzcar of CHRIST, F, 
_ This Antichriſt,or the Satanical Spirit, working 
in the Z:ſbop of Rome, was conceived as early 
as twenty five years after the Aſcenſion of our 2! 
Lord, in affectations 'of Eccleſiaſtical! Prehemi- 
nency, when the Apoſtles accordingly gave no- 
tice of him ; and he. was compleated about 
{ix h:mared and ſixty ſix years after this, 'when 
Image-Weorſhip was eftectually preſled by the Ne- 
buchadnezzar' of the Weſtern Babylon, with.the 
ruin of the Jconoclaſtick Emperors that refuſed 
it. . But between thoſe Terms, .even about the 
year 450, there were no leſs than ren Soveraign 
Kingdoms, which, taking advantage from the * 
Confuſions whereinto ;the: Empire. was Pp, | 
Wy {4 
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ana Nonconformity, | & 
ſet up for themſelves ; and according to the Sa- 
cred Oracles, when thoſe ten *K#ngdoms received 
their Power, then, evenin that ONE HOUR, 
there got into the Throne the Antichriſtian Beaſt, 
unto whom it may be the Sperit of Prophecy had 
ſome reſpect in the moſt antient Writings of the 
Old Teſtament, which mention the Leviathan. 
From the Shipwreck, of the Empire there were 
quickly gathered Planks to patch: up that Fa- Ss. 
brick, which they ſince call Sr, Peter's Bark: a hy 
crafty Clergy under one ſpiritual Monarch, be- [7 
came the Conquerors of the Pagans, from whom E: 
they had been conquered; obtruding upon them | | 


trine of Demons, with a mighty Lerry of 1ira- 
cles, and Auſteriries of forbidding ro marry, and 
commanains to abſtain from Meats, to render the 
Cuy of their Abomination the more inebriating. 
Thus the deadly Wound giv'n to the Fourth Mo- 1 
narchy was healed ; \the Dragon that inſpired it 
under its Heathen form, did now no leſs inſpire 
It under Its Chriſtian ; and the faithful People of 
God were not miſtaken in thoſe days, in their 
Conjectures.upon the S:g75 of times, when Rome's _ 
falling into the Gothic hands, i cauſed. them to 3 
expett and exclaim with Jerom, He that bindred o 
1: now taken out of the way; ANTICAHRIST © =_ 
75 at hand Gregory the Biſhop of Rome had no s 
ſooner proclaimed 1t, in theſe memorable words +2 
of his twenty eighth Epiſtl-, Becauſe AN TI1I- : 
CHRIST, that Enemy of the Almighty, IS 
NOW AT HAND —1 ſpeak jt boldly ;,, whoever 
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NER OF ANTICHRIST. But Boniface the 
Biſhop of Rome coming a few Months after him, 
obtained from the Traitor Phocas (Obtinuit mag- 
na tamen contentione, {anth Platina) The Title of 
THE SOVERAIGN AND UNIVERSAL BI- 
SHOP. To the Reign of the ANTICHRIST, 
and ſo of J1delatry, Perſecution, and all myſteri- 
ow Tniquity, thus come into. play, the great 


Lord of all 7*me hath allow d a ſpace, wearing 


the Denomination of TIME, TIMES, and 
HALF A TIME), or in plainer Expreſſions, 
twelve hundred and ſixty Tears; and ſo long all the 
effets of an horrible Apoſtacy make a very 
Gehinnom of that which was called CARISTEN- 


DOM. 
8. 3. While the doleful time of three hundred 


and ſixty Years, and the yet more doleful two 


times of ſeven hundred and twenty years were 
ſlowly wheeling about, no Tongue is able to ex- 
preſs, or Heart conceive, the lamentable Cir- 
cumſtances whereto the Holy God abandoned 
the World, for- its indiſpoſition to the bleſſed 
Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's tho Wri- 


tings were then commonly dated Regnante Chri- 


flo, yet it may be truly ſaid, that Satan then 
reipxed, fo as never more ancontrolably, It 
was then the Hour and Power of Darkneſs ;, the 


| Devil (in his Vicar and Vice-Roy) was by the 


Wrath of God the King of Europe, and the De- 


feroyer of the Faith ;, and. it was but with too 


much of ſigr:ficancy, tho a Proſopopeia bold 
enough, there were then framed Letters 
Thanks from Lucifer the Prance of Darkneſs, and 

Emperor 
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and Nonconformity, 7 
Emperor of the High /1yſteries of Acheron,: un- 
to his dear Allies, the Clergy of the Church of 
this latter Age, which his Adver ſary Feſus Chriſt 
calls the Congregation of the Wicked, for the help 
which they had given him to bring the whole 
World under his Dominion > and ſaying this, a- 
mong other things too juſtly ſaid, Thou haſt 
cleaved unto #s, O our bleſſed Babylon ; the Sove- 
reignty of our Empire is by you propt up, and our 
intolerable loſs reſtored! None but men intox1- 
cated unto the degree of Campanella's Phrenſy,. 
can dream (tho be did, and wrote it) that this 
Retzn of the Pope was the promiſed Ketgn of our 
Lord: It is this papal Contulon upon the World 
which 1s by the All-wi'c Permilltion of Heaven, 
that which lies 1a the way of what according tg 
the Promiſe of God we look for : And ſoit muſt, 
and ſo ir w-{, until the wicked Ore be deſtroyed 
by the brightneſs of the ſecond coming of him, 
whom we expect from Heaven as our Saviour, 

In thoſe diſmal days, [ Reader, wilt thou not 
give thanks to God that thou waſt not born in 
thoſe days ?] Clouds of thick Barbarity envelop- 
ed and overwhelmed all Schools of Literature, 
The famous Maxim of old Fohn Dullard paſt 
for no leſs than a Maxim, 2uanto eris melior 
Grammaticus, tanto pejor Theologus, Eſpencens, 
one of themſelves, acknowledges that among 
their beſt Authors, Grece noſſe ſuſpettum fuerit, 
Hebraice proprie Hereticum. Zuingliuus and Coll: 
24s had like to have loſt their lives for medling 
with thoſe dangerous Languages, Greek and 
Hebrew. To give the Etymology of the word 


Alleluja, rack'd the moſt extended Wits of 
A 4 _ whole 
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whole Univerſities, The beſt Latin they wrote 
was littl: better than the ſtuff in the Epsſtole 


 ebſcurorum wirorum ; the reading whereof caſt 


the witty Eraſmus i into ſuch a fit of laughter 
as broke an Abſceſs. in his face, whereinto the 
Chirurzeons were going to make an nciſorr. 
What jejune and wretched Fooleries were the 


higheſt Learning of Colleges, the more learned 


Bullinger alone is a ſufficient Relator : A little of 
Ariſtotle, confounded rather than expounded by 
the Commentaries of the Schoolmen, with an 
heap of pitiful Cobweb- Notions, 'was the Flinty 
Diet then gnaw?d upon 3 and Ludovicw Vives 
roundly ſwears for them, that when they ſome- 
timcs brag'd of ſuch abilities in Dsſpautation as 
would have been too hard for Arifotle himſelf, 
Ego 1d pro vovis aegerabo, nam quas artes vos mods 
exomniaſtis, quas nugas, & quidem ex Mins, ut pu- 
$atis, Dogmatibus, whe / ſe reuwiſceret, non intelli- 
ogerit, ac ne ſuos quidem Libros, ut vos explicatis. 


Their Divinity was by a Renowned Writer, 


who lived three hundred years ago, too truly 
compared unto the Apples of Sodom, that under 
2 far $skin had nothing but Aſhes and Poiſon. 
Doitors of Drvinity were created,and pronounced 
-noſt ſufficient, who never had 'read the Bible, 
(nor indeed had they any other Bible, than that 
vulgar Latin, wherein one of themſelves, /:- 


dorus 7 YR declares that he found fourſcore 


ipoſand Errors : $ and, as Eraſmus reports of 
them, at fouriſcore years of Age they had ſty- 


died nothing but a few ſilly Sophiſms;, and if 


ary thing were quoted our of St. Paul, it aſto- 
niſhed them. Srephens and Gerhard are compe- 
m4! my ® 5 
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tent Witneſſes, that the Preachers of no Iefs 
than half an hundred years ſtanding, had never 
ſeen the New Teſtament : Muſcnlus affirms, that 
XZ multitudes of them never ſaw the Scriptures in 
'F their Lives; or if they ever did, it was like the @ 
3 Arch-Biſhop of Aentz, of whom Amana tells 
us, that opening the Bble, he ſaid, In truth 7 
don't know what Book, this is, but 1 perceive evry 
thing in it is againſt us. Their Sermons were 
accordingly but ridiculous Harangues upon the 
Reliques or Xerits of the Saints; or elſe the more 0 
exquiſite Poſtillers made Peter Lombard, or Tho- 4 
” mas Aquinas, or Duns Scotus, the Oracles upon 
© which they diſcourſed : Plures extiterunt (ſays 
Thanner ) Thomiſte quam Biblics. | And as Me- 
lanfthon affirms, Ariſtotles Ethicks was in the pub- 
lick Churches uſually treated on ; but all were 
generally of Hoſww9?s Perſwaſion, Longe meliors 
talo res Eccleſie ſtaturas fuiſſe, ſs nullum Evange- 
lium ſcriptum fuiſſet, In thoſe days the Face of 
the Earth was almoſt covered with Religious Hou- 
ſes, as they called them 3 from whence continu- 
ally iſſued out the ſwarms of thoſe Locuſts, the 
ſeveral Orders of the Religions, who in the great 
ſmoke of the bottomleſs Pit, which they brought 
with them, tormented Mankind exceedingly. 
Alſted above one hundred years ago, reckons 
two hunared twenty five thouſand, forty and four Mo- Oo 
naſteries in Chriſtendom; in which, if we reckon 1:3 
only twenty perſons belonging at the ſame time \ 
to each of theſe onaſteries one with another, 
the Sum total amounts to four Iillions five hun- 
dred thouſand eighty and eight Souls. If after ſo 
many Nations had utterly ſyppreſs'd theſe Aca-. 
24 aemies 
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io A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
, demies of the Devil, they were yet ſo nume- 
rons, what horrid Shoals of Poiſoners was the 
World before ſuch a ſuppreſſion plagued with- 
al ? Their Cells were not the ſeats of the ſes 
and the Graces, as Mutins tells us that Charles 
the Great intended them, when he founded ſo 
many of them ; no, they were, as Hoſpinian 
tells us, rather j/qualid Priſons, and fuch Nurſe- 
ries of ignorance, that, Adore 12norant tnan a 
Atonk, was a Proverb for the moſt ignorant ;, and 
ic was mn abuſe to ſhile the Wretches who 
in them, Stoicas [imias, cucullata ſonjtras, 
rr/citie &f Cacols TIE Delores : yea they were 
the very Habitations of Dewils, the Holds of 
every fo ul Sprit, the Caves of every batef:iil and un- 
lean | Bird 6 and ſuch -intichambers of Heil it ſelf, 
char if 2fter Bernard's InveCtives againit them, 
the inconteſtible acconnts of them 
namsy of the Rel: 
aCrnfes. oy Cerbo 


dwelt 


wio then went und<-r 38 
grous, reported by Petrus Cir 
Anguſtinianus, by Gualo, and \;reilm, and 
Honorias and Polyaore Virgi', and others. but 
efpecially by old AVicolaus de Clem: gt, We ſhall 


wonder ar the Divine Patience that "the Fate of 

er the abominable 
City of Rowe?) did not overtars them. The 
King CUVEr rhoſe Children of | "140, whoſe Title 
was His Holineſs, ordinarily was a very Devi 


for wickedneſs, an Heretick, a Conjurer, a Per- 
jurer, A Maurderer. a Sodomite ;, ſuch a filthy pack 


there was of them, that heathen Rome, with all 
ker Nero's, or Domitian's, or Commoaus 5, or He- 
liogabaluws, could never match them : And 1t 


may be guelled, what Saints the Common 
Soldiers 


55 


Soldiers were, when they had ſuch Hell-brands 
to be their Leaders. In thoſe davs rhe Wor- 


ſhip of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was ev'ry where 


loſt in a depraved mixture of Jewiſh and Pagan 
Rites (not without additions from the Alcho- 
ran :) curſed Charms, and thouſands of magical 


Tricks, were every where introduced, initead 
of our Lord's Inſtitutions  inſomuch that the 


Author of the Faſciculms Temporum ſays, A 
Monſter of a Dog's Head on a Man's Body, ex- 
hibited unto Lewis, bene potuit monſtroſum ſtatum 
ſrgnipcare bujus T emporis : Exorciſms and Amu- 


lets, and very diabolical Fopperies were of 
univerſal uſe. The Faithful were ſacrilegzouſly - 


cheated of the Cup in the Excharsſt (tho our 
Lord foreſeeing this, expreſly bad them ALL 


drink_of xt ;) and the monſtrous Figment of 


Tranſubſtantiation was thruſt down their throats 
with burning Firebrands. The variegated Idola- 
try of Artolatry, and Mariolatry, and Hagiola- 
try, and Angelolatry, and Leipſanolatry, and lko- 
nmolatry, filPd the Devotions of Mankind. A 
vile Man fitting in his Pontifical Chair, was 
with infinite Blaſphemy adored as the Lord 
God, and that Stile of Dominus Deus noſter 
Papa moit blaſphemouſly uſurped. And ſuch 
Deviliſm ruled in all places, that the Hiſtori- 


.ans of theſe Periods cannot forbear crying out 


with YVitoduranu, O quam lamentabilis, & exe- 
crabilis deformitas Eccleſia, illis in temporibus 
fatta eft / In thoſe days a pretended Succeſlor 
to S:mon Peter, advanced by the Arts of Simon 


Magua (and inferior Eccleſiaſticks uſually fol- 
lowed the Example) exercisd .a prodigious 
Tyranny 


and Nonconformity. IT 
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12 A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
Tyranny over the Children of-Men in all their 
| Intereſts : The People could not approach the 
Word of Life ;, the Bread of Life was detain'd in 
inacceſſible Concealments, and the blind led the 


blind ; the Colliers Creed no man might preſume 


to go beyond : Oaths of abſolute Obedience to 
the Holy S$ze fetter?d the Conſciences of Men : 
Laws above and beyond, and contrary to thoſe 
_ of our Lord were impoſed upon Men, ſo many 
as make huge Volumes of Canops in Folio ; De- 
crees, Decretals and Extravagants made a huge 
body of Laws for all men to obſerve, which 
wiſe men would even diſdain to ſtudy, but ſay 
with the Prophet, Nor poſſumus, Domine, weſcs 
ftercore humano : Laws whereof Aprippa, who 
was a Dottor thereof, ſays, Non ſunt a Deo nec 
ad Deum, ſed a corrupto hominum mgento profetta, 
CG ad avaritiam excogitata. Filthy Lucre was 
' all that was purſued by the greedy Dogs, who 
had now taken the charge of the Flocks ; and 
the forlorn Flocks, that ſaw (as Mantuan de- 
plores It) there were - 
Venalia Rome 

Templa, Sacerdotes, Altaria ſacra, Corona, 
Tenis, Thura, Preces, Celum venale, Denſq; 


were under all poſſible Temptations to fall into 
downright Atheiſm. The Marriage of Prieſts 
was made a Crime unpardonable by thoſe that 
were the moſt profligate of Whoremalſlters, 
Oui conjunia damnanao profitentur ſe naſcs non de- 
busfſe : And one grand Brothel- Houſe was made 
of that which was called the Hoxſe of God. 
That Sham, the Fire of Purgatory, . was an E1- 


gin 


and Nonconformity, © 8 Ty 


oIn that made a lewd and a vaſt Crew of kna- 
viſh Churchmen, under a vow of Poverty, live 


merrily upon Roſtmeat all their days: . An: 


Hiſtorian of their own aſſerts it with ſome re- 


ſentment concerning the one Kingdom of Eng- 


land in particular, That 5here was not remaining 


fo much Treaſure in the Kingdom as theſe Wretches 


had in one three years extorted, and exported out of 


it, the Veſſels of the Church only excepted : Infa- 


mous Indulgences, denominated very properly The 
Treaſury of the Church, were, as Rivet calls them, 
Emulgences , whereby beſotted . Sinners were 


milk'd of all the money they had : Theſe did, 


as Matthew Paris expreſles it, Romanorum locu- 
los impreguare, cram the Coiters of the Roma- 
niſts : But ſo ingenuous 1s the Taxa Camere Apo- 


ſtolice, as to confeſs, Nota diligenter, quod hu- 
juſmods gratia non conceduntur pauperibus ; quiz 


1 TL, 
on habent, ergo' non poſſunt conſelars. A proud 


Prelate would ſet his foot upon theineckiof Prin- 
ces : Emperors muſt -hold-the ſtirrup for mount- 
ed Beggars: Crowned Heads were treated with 
wonderful Indignities by a Tyrant of Souls; and 
if any one began to diſpure his Tyranny, 


they, dreadfully thunderſtruck him, embaraſ- 


ſed him, and ruin'd him with their Anathemas ; 
two Emperors alone were under a neceſſity to 
hght at leaſt threeſcore bloody Battles againſt 
Enemies, which the Pope had raiſed againſt 
them. The Immunity-from the ſecylar Power! 
claim d by Feccleſraſticks, and the. command 
which by means of Auricular Confeſfion they 


got over the Son}3.of Men, put the- world 'un- 


der an intolerable Slavery co. the 'Powers: of 
darkneſs, 


pr 
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14 A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
darkneſs. ——But - hold my Pen! Tis here no 
place for thee to tranſcribe the Letters of 
Petrarch to bis friends about Rome's being the 
Mother of Fiarlots, Or the Complaints which 
 Clemangis made ſeveral hundreds of years ago, 
| De corrupto Eccleſie ſtatu, or to abridg the whole 
Cartloads of Books, which a whole Army of 
Proteſtants (beſides Monſieur Clanae) have ſince 
written in defexce of the Reformation, It 1s 
enough to bring in Baroxius himſclf, lamenting 
the Tempora Eccleſiz infeliciſſuma, & lucuoſtjſuma, 
The lamentable times, when into the Chair of 
Peter | Sir, Your Eminence might have call 'd it, 
The Chair of Peſtilence { |] there got horribly 
diſlolute,villanous,and infamous Monſters; when 
Strumpets ruled the Roaſt, and all holy Canons 
and Cuſtoms were extinguiſhed ;; when our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſlept in the Ship with. a profound 
ſleep, and the violent Winds overwaelmed it, 
and he raiſed up no man to correct theſe 
things; yea, which was worſt of all, there 
were no Diſciples to awaken our Lord with 
their cries, but a dcad fleep was upon them 
all | 


CEO CI _ RY 


6. 4- Were there no Attempts of good Men 

in this doleful 7me, and in theſe woful Times, 

' to recover the Church out of this deploxable A- 
poltacy ? Yes, but unſucceſsful enough, becauſe 
the /aſt Half-time of the Antichriſt was not yer 
arrived. Many particular Witneſles of the *} 
Truth, illuminated by the Grace of Heaven, taw : 
through the thick miſts of Error 1n thele Ages 
of darkneſs ;, and in the very darkeſt places - 
ne 


that the World knows, the Catalogne of them 
hath made a Folio: And as thoſe eminent men 
Whoſe Heart-ſtrings were made of a little finer 


| Cliy than the groſſer parc of Mankind, could 


not without much Abomination, behold the abo- 
minabie Principles and Practices then commonly 


Z prevailing ; ſo there were nor a few of them, 


who particularly diſcerned the evident Cha- 


ÞF raters of ANTICHRIST. It is five hun- 
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Z dred years ago, that Abbor Joachim told the 


i 47 SOR 
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"Z two Kings of England and France, That An- 


tichriſt was he who was then ſet on high onthe Apo- 


ſtolick, Seat in the City of Rome and that in the 


time of this Antichriſt many Chriſtians ſhall preſerve 


= the true Faith in Dens and Caves of the Earth, 
= and in deſart places, even until the conſummation of 
XZ Antichriſt ; and as long ago It Is, that Peter of ' 
*Z Blais exhorred his Friends in time to depart 
Z from the midſt of that Babylon. It 1s impoſli- 
'# ble without admiration to read the moſt exqui- 
2X ſite Oration made by the Biſhop of Salrsbargh 
XZ to the States of the Empire, in the year 1240, 
# in which he calls the Popes the Prieſts of Baby- 
3 lon, and finds at Rome the Antichriſ® which 
* had the tex Horns, or Kings of Exrope under_ 
# him. Yea, as early as the year 991, a whole 
Council 'vf Gallick Biſhops cried out upon the 


Pope, He zs the Antichriſt who ſits in the Temple 


of God! But the Admonitions of theſe great 
Men were generally Songs wunto the deaf; I ſay. 


generally, becauſe I cannot ſay univerſally : 1 
do particularly know, that in the twelfth Centu- 


'Y; 


and Nonconformity, 'T 
the Farth, which was then filled with Habita- 
rions of Cruelty, ſo many were theſe Wieneſſes, - 
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continued longeſt , for ſome affirm that it beoan in 


1G A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 


ry, there was a Treatiſe emitted in the name of 
{ome faithful Servants of Chriſt, concerning 
the Antichriſt, which they ſaid was then manifeſt 
in the Papacy 3 whereupon ſome did'then ſepa- 
rate. But the 5m for favor, the ſet time was not 
yet come / Indeed all this while our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt had his chaſter Church, bly exiſting 
among that choſen and holy Generation of Peo- 
ple who, as Leger hath proved, were called YVal- 
denſes, long before the time of Peter Yaldo, 
which name (as they are now called Yauav:s 
from the word Vaux, that ſignifies a Yaly) be- 
long'd unto them, as inhabiting the Yalhes of 
the Alps. From the ſworn Enemies of that 
renowned People, we will briefly take their 
( therefore credible ) Charater and Hiſtory. 
Claudius Seſſelius the Archbiſhop of Turin, in a 
Book which he writ againſt the Waldeyſes, tells 
us, That the Seit of the Waldenſes took its riſe 
from a moſt relsgionus Perſon, called Leo, that 
lived in the time of Conſtantine the Great, and 
who adeteſting the Covetouſneſs of Pope "Sylveſter, 
and the immoderate Bounty of Conſtantine, choſe 
rather to embrace Poverty with the ſimplicity of 
the Chriſtian Faith, than with Sylveſter to be 
defiled with fat and rich Benefices, and that all 
they who were ſeriouſly Religions, joined themſelves. 
unto him. Reynerus Sacco the celebrated Inquiſi- 
tor, quoted by the Jeſuit Cretzer in his Bzlothe- 
que of the Fathers, has a like Paſlage ; he ſays, 
Among all the Sefis there is none that hath been 
ſo permicious tothe Church of Rome as that of the 
Leoniſts, becauſe it is the moſt antient, and hath 


the 
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and Nonconformity. 17 


the time of Sylveſter, and others in the time of 
the Apoſtles ;, and becauſe they who are of it, have 

a great ſhew of Piety, live vertuouſly before Men, 

believe rio hily of the Deity, and obſerve all the Ar- 

 ricles of the C reed. The F r Iar Belvedor as, CX=- 

| cuſing the Miſſionaries for their not converting. 

| ſo much as one of the Waldenſes, when they 

| were ſent among them, aſſigns this Reaſon for 

\ it ; The Hereſy is too firmly rooted there, for any 
| ro be able to do good among them ;, they of the Val- 
| leys bave been always, and through all times aC= 
"= counted Hereticks, That ſort of People call?d 
X Waldenſes, whole Errors, as Caſcin: the Fran- 
X ciſcan Friar declares, conſiſted in this, That 
3 they denied the Church of Rome ro be the Holy 
= other-Churck, ana would not obey her Trads- 
 t10ns Theſe, for the condition they ſubmitted 
2X unto, were call'd the Poor Men of Lions : In 
= Dauphine, they were: nicknamed Chazgnards - 
3 From the Country of Alb:e, where their 
W opinions much obtained, they were called 
= Albigenſes : Tramontant were thoſe called that 
| paſſed the Alps: In England they were called 
| Lollards, from one Lollard, a chief Inſtrutter of 
| them there; and ſtrift Laws were there made 
| againſt the Conventicles of thoſe that had this 
| name applied unto them ; [,2uere, Whether 
ever yet repeal'd ?] In Italy they were called 
 Fratricelli, or Men of the Brotherhood, | from 
their. brotherly way of living with « 


In Germany they were call'd Gazares, a word 
| that carries the higheſt Curſedneſs and Wicked- 
neſs in the ſignification of it: In Flanders ny : 

” Db ha 


is ÞA Hiſtory of the Reformation, 

had the name of Turpelins, that is to ſay, 
Aen amwelling with Wolves, becaufe the heat of 
Perſecution ſometimes drove them to ſeek for 
quarters among the wild Beaſts in the Wil- 
acrneſs. This People were ſtill diſpoſed in 
ſundry parts of Earope, with Circumſtances 
no-better than thoſe which we have newly 


2. {een ; Abbot Foachim, as their Quarter- Maſter, 
l providing for them. They were always de- 
| ſpifed, always diſtreſſed, always under hatches : 
| | When they made any Figure, the bloody Church 


of Rome, which cannot any more ceaſe bloodily 


to perſecute the Church of Chriſt, than the 
} | Leopard can change his Spots, quickly thundred 
i out barbarous Crotfados azainlit them > In One 
lth of which Croſaidss alone, Bellarmine himſelf 


'1 with triumph relates, there were killed no leſs 

than an hundred thouſand 3 and Perzonns avers, 
x that in France alone by one Perſecution upon 
F this People, there were no leſs than ten hun- 
| dred thouſand murdered. When ſuch terrible 
Diſſipations were overwhelming the Churches 
of our Lord abroad, 1t pleaſed him 1n the 
fourteenth Century to bleſs our Engliſh Nation 
at home. with our memorable j/:<>&if, who 
ſounded the alarm of Reformation louder than 
any that had been before him ; he being in- 
ſtructed cfpecialiy by the Works of the godly 
and learned Robert Groſihead, ſet himſelf to 
decry the''Pope as the very Antichriſt , and 
that men might be reſcued from the Snares 
of Popery, he not only preac*d and wrote a- 


eainſt the villanics of the Popiſh Clergy, ys 
T allo 


Pets 
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alſo tranſlated the whole Bible into the Eng- 
liſh Language ; whereby thoſe Impreſſions were 


made on the minds of Men that never could 


be totally effaced. His very Adverſaries pro. 
feſſed themſelves aſtoniſhed at his Exerciſes and 
Abilities, none of the Bulls that roared from 
Rome againſt him, nor all the tricks of Papal 
Malice at home, could prevent his dying 
peaceably in a good old Age at Lutrerworth © 
the very ' name of which Town (ſignifying 
the Pure Word) hath in 1t a pleaſant intimati- 
on of what this Town and the World was by 
W:ckiif irradiated withal. But ſome of his 
followers, eſpecially one Peter Payn, carried 
his Defrines into Germany, where John Huſs 
was thereby enlightened, and the Huſiires began 
to grow conſiderable. Happy 
of whom, tho the mad Papilts long after burnt 


his Bones, we will aſſign for an Epztaph, part of 


the Encomium which the Son of Srrach beſtcyw- 


= cd on Simen the Son of Onias : He was as the 


Morning-Star in the midſt of aCloud, and as a 
Rainbow diverting the fears of a Deluge. | 


6. 5. If Idolatry, if Hereſy, if Cruelty could 
make a Babylon, the Church of Rome was now 


themſelves concern'd now to come out 


and it, is well done of you, ye fogliſh 


niſts, to confeſs, that by Babylon/the 2 165; 8 


oF 
F4 
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of Heaven intend Rome,” when you go to 


proye Peter's being, at Kome from the Texc 
"SY 6 _ where 
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WIN 


to | 4 Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
where you find him at Babylon; Sirs, Who hath 


 bewitched you ? Chriſtianity was now fo loſt 


among the generality of them who wore the 
name of Chriſtians, that their deſcription may 
be given in the language of Bernard, one too , 
far himſelf plunged in the general Apoſt acy, . 
Religioms Antique non ſolum virtutem amiſerunt, 
ſed nec ſpeciem retinent, Let us behold an Idea 


of the Apoſtacy / 


l. Until the ?2-e of the Reſtitution of all things, 
tis the Goſpel purely and plunly preached 
that muſt repreſerr the Lord JESUS CHRIST | 
unto the faith, and love, and joy of his People. F 
But. the Apoſtate ( burch, diſliking ſuch a ſpiri- 
tual Repreſcoration of our Lord, forbids Peo- 
ple to read the Scripture, and inſtead thereof 
aſcends into Heaven to bring from thence Ima- 
ges of his ' heavenly Glory 5 deſcends into the 
Deep, to biing up Crucifixes, and Images of 
his reſurrettion from the Dead; and they muſt 
have graven Tmages of Chriſt, "that h2 may be 
nich vito them ;\ as the fond People of old 
had their Calf 7 the Wilderneſs, 
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II. The real Beauty of Divine Worſhip lies 
in our deyour. homage tO one God in three Perſons, 
anc, our aſt; refpett unto each of thoſe Per- 
ſons : But itic 4poftate Church, not -beholding 
this Reauty,. inſtead thereof ſet off their own 
Worſhip with an external Pomp, agreeable to 
carnal minds ; mererriciozs Allurcments, Under 


the 2 of Decency, and-all the Pageantry of 
- Cere- 


and Nonconformity, 21 
Ceremimies, Veſtments, Geſtures, Muſick, Painting, 


IH. Believers are admitted unto a very pecu- 
Supper; A CHRIST luffering for us, is in 
that Sacrament, by the Sy-nbols of Bread and 
# obedience to his appointment of it, they do with 
TS Bu: the Apoſtate Church, not having the in- 
X ternal experience of this matter, have in the 
2X room thereof, invented the ſottiſh and horrid 
XK Monſter of Tranſabſt antiation, with the Sacrifice 
| this Image, have been caſt into the fiery Furnace ! * 


| Myſtical Society, purchaſed and purified by the 
| blood of the Lord Chriſt, and married unto him, 


| holy Angels, arrived unto perfe&t Holineſs in 
Heaven; part is on Earth, in the ſure way 


ſelf the Notion of the Catho/ick Church; it is a 


Grace of Chriſtianity is requiſite ; a wible 
profeſſion of ſubjection to Romiſh Canons, 


that Soczety; *tis a wicked thing, by curſed Liga- 
ments compounded for a ſecular Domination, 
| B 3 2. that 


and beggarly Elements, Rites never inſtituted. 


liar and moſt intimate Communion with our 
| Lord Redeemer, in the Sacrament of the holy 


\ WY/;ne, fo tendred unto the faithful, that in their. 


2X incffable advantage partake of him therein. 


of the aſs. They that covid not bow down to 
IV. There is a Catholick Church which is a 


| and polleſled by his Holy Spiritz part of this 
Family of God is, in conjunction with the. 


unto it. But the Apoſtate Church confines to it 


Society whereto not one inward and ſiycere 


is all that is required unto the Conſtitution of 
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that anathematizes all that conform not unto 
the Superſtitions of it ; and a doloch which 
horribly devours the "Children | caſt by the 
Ghoſtly Fathers into its devouring Flames. 


V. Ihe Churches true Glory lies in its "Vn1077 
toits Lord ; his Preſence with it, and Spirit in 
itz and 1ts conformity and fidelity to his Laws 
alone : all the Gaities of this World are not com- 
parable to this Glory. But the Aprſtate Church 
cannot ſee any comlinels in the Spouſe of Chriſt 
as adorned only with: his Graces : in the place 
thereof they have brought in worldly Grandeurs, 
Dignities, Promotions ;, and the Glories of this 
World, which our Saviour would not accept at 
the Devil's hands, and on the DeviPs Terms, in 
his Temptations, the Devil has proffer*d unto 
this Man of Sin, and he has accepted of them. 


VI. The Church is a Body which muſt haye 
an Head, both for Influence and for Govern- 
11ent, always preſent with it : And it is a 


wonder how Men could think of any other 


Head for this Body, belides the ' Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, without caſting away their Bebles. But 
the Apoſtate Church have {et up another ſuprean 


Head of the Church, even the Pope, the worſt 


Idol that ever was heard of : One Pope re- 
ſcinds the Decrees of another, and it may be 
throw's the Carcaſe of his Predeceſlor into "the 
River ; yea, Wretches which even their own Vo- 
taries in their moſt allowed Hiſtories call 1on- 
bs | and ſuch 7 as for. their vhs oy PraCtices, 
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yea, their explicit Covenants with Devils, - 


and their being very Dewils in Fleſh, were 
confeſſed Eccleſie opprobria, have been ſet up 
as the Yicars of Chriſt, the Centers of Unity, 
and the Husbanas of the Church. F. 


VII. The D:/cipline which our Lord has com- 
manded' his Church to obſerve, mult be ſuch 
as to ſerve the Deſigns of Holineſs, and ſhew 
unto Mankind the Love,. Care and Faithful- 
neſs of the Lord himſelf towards the Church, 
and glve a Teſtimony and Preludium of his 
fucure Judgment , all of an Efficacy purely ſpi- 
ritual. But the Apoſtate Church in the lieu 
thereof, has erected a Dzſciphne, conſiſting in 
a meer 7yranny over the Eſtates, the Liberties, 


W the Livcs of Men a Tyranny managed with 
Veapons, which are mighty through the Devil, 


to deſtroy all that it falls upon; a Tyranny 
wiuch by . Courts, Fines, Mulcts, Impriſfon- 


ments and Capital Exccutions, hath made the 
Earth a Shambles, and been drunk with the 


Blood of Martyrs. 


VII. The Diſciples of our Lord own them- 


ſelves obliged by him as far as they can, ro 
diſciple all Nations ;, T hey that have obtained 


precious Faith, muſt as they are able, propagate 


the Faith; Nevertheleſs, *tis only the diligent and 


patient, and uncorrupt preaching ofthe Goſpel, 


by which the Goſpel would.run and be glorified. 
But the Apoſtate Church” dillikes this primrive 
may of proſelyting-Mankind unto the obedi- 
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ence of the Goſpel : A Congregatio de propagan- 
da fide, with a vaſt crue of Miſſionaries from the 
overſtockt Fraterntzes, 1s continually employed 
for the gaining of Proſfelytes; but by what 
Mcthods ? truly by Fire and Sword, and 


bloody Murders and Maſlacres, like thoſe which 


the Spaniards committed upon the poor Indians, 


when the Children of Cain butcher?d more In- 


nocents in America, than ſome think there are 
People alive at any one time In Europe - or by the 
Inquiſition, a thing that camt be painted, with- 
out frit beſmearing, as the exact Painter for 
that purpoſe once did it, the Table with 
Blood 3 a meer Cacws s Den, the horribleſt Ar- 


ſenal of Cruelty that ever was upon the face of 


the Earth ; or finally, by Seditions, Rebellions, 
Conſpiracies, the embroiling of Nations, and 
{ubverting their fundamental Conſtitutions, en- 
{naring wretched Perſons, firſt into Debauche- 
ry, fo into Atheiſm, then into Indigency, that 
they may at lailt be taken in the Snares of 
Popery. 


IX. "Tis a principle of our bleſſed Religion, 


that God the Soveraign Lord of all things, is 


to be obeyed abſolutely and univerſally : His 
Will 1s to be the hiz-heſt Reaſon of our Obe- 
dience. But the Apoſtate Church has ſupercecd- 
ed this, by impoſing upon Men a Yow of blind 
Obedience to their Superiors, urging for that 


Vow the 'Example. of Abraham's Obedience : 


And thus all the Intereſts of Men lie- at the 
Mercies of a ſpurious Offspring, the moſt un+ 
natural 
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natural Dregs of Mankind, who are nouriſhed 
up to be the Fariſaries of the. Papal Empire. 


X. The Nature of Man 1s pollated by Sin, and 
the pollution muſt be taken away before Men 
can enter into the Kingdom of God; nor can any 
thing but the Blood of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
| the Son of God, cleanſing #s from all our Sings, 
take it away. But the Apoſtare Church dil- 
cerns not the {wectneſs of this Adyſtery, the 
Blood of the Son of God applied unto the Con- 
ſcience, to purge it from dead works : the pal- 
try Fopperies of Holy Water, of Pilgrima- 
ges, of Diſciplines, of Maſſes, and various Com- 
mutations, were employed as Purgations of Sin ; 
and when they found that theſe things would 
neither purify nor pacify the Conſcience, they 
feigned a certain 'ſubterraneom Phrrgatory, where 
the Souls of Men were by exquiltite Afﬀlictions 
made meet for Heaven; and their Fenial 
Sins, which they make the molt, are capable 


E | _ of an Expration after this lie. tho there were 


no Kepentance in It, and this Fiction they 
placed behind the Curtai: of Mortalay, that 
ſo no man livin2 might find out the Cheat :. 
and thus adding an imaginary Store-houſe of 
Eccieſtaſtical Merits, the Keys whereof are 
committed unto that great Aadulterer at” Rome, 
they have cheated: Nations of Riches'far be- 
| yond the Revenues of Emperors, —— 


| . XI. All 'our help /againſt the Fleſh, the 
World, and the_Devil, and our' Deliverance 
» from 
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from all evil, is in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
alone ; who by his Death on the Croſs, pur- 
chaſed all this Good for us; and it is by Faith 
in him, that we beſpeak and enjoy the aQual 
Communication of it. But the Apoſiate Church 
only makes the ſign of the Croſs, inſtead of an 
Application to him who died on it: and in- 
numerable Virtues do they aſcribe unto this 


curſed Idol. 


X[I. They that approach unto God,, ſhould 


be in all holineſs free from offenſrve Defilements. 
But the Apoſtate Church hath to this end bor-' 


rowed from the old Pagans, the Iudicrous 
Trifles of ſprinkling all with holy Water, that 


they may be holy. 
XII That our Souls may live, the death of 


our Sins 1s neceſſary 3 and It 1s in the Deſtruc- 


tion and Extindion of our vitionws Habits, by 
the Spirit of Chriſt crucified, in the daily 


Duties of laboriow Devotion, that we have 
But the Apoſtare 


Church has preſcribed Monaſtical Retirements, 
Penances, and Self-Macerations, not pleaſing 


unto God, but highly plealing to the Demers 
in Chains, whoſe delight it- 15s to ſee Men alfo 


in Chains of Darkneſs. 


XIV. Good Works, tho utterly excluded 
from any ſhare in the Juſtification of Sinners, 
are yet indiſpenſably needful to the preſent and 


future Comtort of Believers.” But the Apoſtate 
Church, 
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Church, pretending to perform good Works 
from their own Free-will, do advance the pre- 
tence unto the vain pride of 2erzr in them ; 
yea they carry on the Merit, even to a Su- 
pererrogarion Such Proteſtant” Pens as our in- 


£ comparable Owen's, have abundantly ſtated 


theſe points of the grand Apoſtacy. 1 think I 
have now recited no leſs than rwice ſeven Ar- 
ticles, of that woful Apoſtacy, whereinto the 
Church in the Weſtern part of the Roman .Em- 
pire was precipitated, while at the ſame time 
the Church in the Esſtern part of the Empire 
fell under the /7ahbometan Oppreſſions and Con- 
fuſions. And now 


Dui Satanam non odit, amet tua Dogmata, Papa 


But is not here enough to anticipate the Ap- 


prehenſions of my Reader, that the trueſt and 
furtheſt Recovery out of the Romisſh Apeſtacy 
hitherto ſeen, is that which they that go by 
the Name of Noz-Conformiſts in the Engliſh 


Nation, have endeavoured ? And that it is not 


poſſible for the Church to recover effettually 
out of this Apoſtacy, without ating upon ſuch 
Principles as have at laſt produced in the. Ame» 
rican Deſarts, a whole Nation of MNon-Con- 


formiſts ? 


 $.6. Till the TIME, andthe TIMES of 
Antichriſt had rolled away, the call to come out 
of Babylon .could not become ceffeftual unto 
the Nations that were under the Babyloniſh In- 

| a toxications ; 
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roxications ;, but when the laſt HALF TIME 
of* an hundred and eighty years, left for the 
Reign of this Antichriſt, wis entring, it was 
bigh time for our Lord JESUS CHRIST, 
then to make ſome repriſal of that Kingdom, 
Which at the tine of the end, ſhall under the 
mile Fleaven be given to the People of th: Saints 
ef the Moſt High. Then 1t was, that the re- 
markable Prophecies uttered by the two Bo- 


 bemian Martyrs an hindred years before, muſt 
TECCIVE {69s accompliſhment 3. and the People 


who had been too long fleec'd, yea, flayd by 
the Tyrannies of Rome grew Willing to pare 
the Taions of the Eccleſruſtical Harpies. Behold 
bow great a latter a little Fire kindles ! In the 
year 1617, Pope Leo X. under a pretence of 
War 29; Joſt the Tuwik ſent abroad his Indul- 
Perices, promiling 1 the Pardons of Sins to all 
that would give Mony for them ; and among 


the FT:ickjters ot thcle Pardons. Was one T ece- 


lizs, a Bominican Friar, of "whom Laniceris 
Writs, Pontificis aionitatem & potentiam, Indul. 


gentiar1mngue virtutem & efſicactam 1mpudenter 


pr cdicabat yea, he adds, The Man kept 
bawling, that there could be no wickedneſs 


committed, ſo great, but it might be forgiven 
by theſe Indulgences 3 and that the Souls tor- 


mentcedn Purgatory, as toon as the Mony [ ter 
Svillings] was flung into the Baſon, skipt for 
Joy. and being releaſed from their Pains, flew up 
ro. Heaven. MARTIN, LUTHER, one born 
at Iſleben in Saxony, and now a Monk in the 


Ocder of St. Auguſtin, and a Profellor of wy 
nity 


: 
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nity at Wittemberg, but a Perſon illuminated ; 


in the Article of Juftification, by the private 


Conferences and Expoſitions of. an honeſt old 


Monk on Paul's Epiſtles, began to oppoſe the' 
impudent Cheats and Shams which theſe Col- 
lefors of the Pope impoſed on the People. He 
firſt wrote Letters to the Archbiſhop of Mentz, 
and the Biſhop of Brandenburgh, for the re- 


ſtraint of theſe Abulſes 3 the negle&t of which 


| Letters egg'd him -on to publiſh Propoſitions 
| which exaſperated, the buſineſs, till he ha 


been made a Sacrifice unto the Papal Fury, if 
= the Duke of SAXONY, then upon the Death of 


the Emperor, the Vicar of the Empire, had 
not been ſo moved by his powerful Preaching, 
as to abet him, and aſſiſt him in his Under- 
takings. This was that famous Zuther, of 
whom they that will acknowledg the leaſt, 
muſt yet come to_ as much acknowledgment 


as Dr. More makes of him : ©" I cannot think 
«< ſo very highly of Luther as ſome do (faith 


C 


Poly 


« he) and yet I think him to have been a 
« very happy Inſtrument in the hand of God, 
«© for the good of Chriſtendom, againſt the hor- 
*© rid Enormities of the Papal Hierarchy. And 
+ tho he might not be allowed to. be. the 
*© Elias, the: Condutter: and Chariot of Iſrael, 
& (as ſome .have ſiled him.) yet I think at 
& leaſt he might. be accounted a faithful Po- 


c 
cc 
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tred with his Wax Boots, oiled Coat and 


© 


* to a direct way from Babylon toward the 
City 


ſtilion in that Chariot, who. was well accou-_ 


Hood, and who turned the Horſes Noſes in- 
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« City of God, and held on in a good round 
© trot thro thick ani thin. not caring to he- 


_ © ſpatter others in this High Fog, as he him- 


& ſelf was finely beſpatiered by others. A- 
bout the very ſame ime, or about a year be- 
fore, did Zumglins appear at Zurick in Switzer- 
land, agaiult the like Abominations of Popery ; 

nor could all the Compliments and Enchantnients, 
with otfers of Preferments from the Pontifical 
Chair, bribe him into :/ilence ; but he went 
on, till the Evangeiical Truch was far and near 
embraced. Long would be our work, to trin- 
{ſcribe Slezdan, and relate the Actions of Mes 
lanfhon that accompanied Luther. and of Occo- 
lampadins thit accompanted Zuinglims in the 
Reforma'rion ; or ſo much as to recite the 
Names of the more than thirry Wortbies, who 
were by the marvellous Providence of Hea- 
ven, raiſed up to act great parts in this migh- 
ty Revolution and who had no ſecular En- 
couragements, but bravely denied and renoun- 
ced rich Livings, and encountred with the Croſs 
in all its mortifications, for the ſake of the 


Goſpel, and were not unwilling to dle, as well 


as to live, under the Circumſtances particu- 
larly related concerning ſome, of them inteſ- 
rate, Oui4 unde conderet, pauper Chriſti ſervus, nou 
babebat - Only becauſe the Name of CALVIN, 
a Perſon to be reckon?d one of the fir/t * aſs 
is unaccountably, ſince the Tares of Arminius 
bave been ſo cheriſhed, become an. Object of 
ſcorn and hate, among a Generation of maſ- 


queraded Enemies to the Reformation, who 
arrogate 
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arrogate unto themſelves the ſtile of The 

Church of England, I may not leave that ve- 

nerable name unmention'd, but I muſt mene ' 

tion it with an Account of the Veneration, 

which the old Charch of England paid unto It, 

when Dr. Carlton the Biſhop of Chicheſter, in 

Book dedicated unto K. Charles I, Anno 1626. 

| thus wrote; © As for Calvin, his Name and 

| «© Dofrines are rhade odious; but why, 1 

| © know not. Some take it for a ſign of looking 

| © rowards Popery, when the Members of our 

2X © own Church offer ſuch a ſerviceto the Paprſts, 

TX © as to ſpeak evil of them that have been 

== © the greateſt Enemies to Popery, the greateſt 

| © Propugnators of the Truth: And when Dr. 

| Hakewel, Chaplain to Prince Charles, in a Book: 

' dedicated unto K. James I. Anno 1616, wrote 

' thus : © One of the main points you drive at, 

| © 1s to put us off from all fellowſhip and Com- 

Z& © munjon with thoſe Churches, who acknow- 

WE © ledg Calvin to have been an excellent Inſtru- 
8 ©* ment of God, in aboliſhing and ſuppreſling of 

Pepery, and the clearing and ſpreading of his 

| © Truth ; and fo through Calvin's ſides you 
* ſtrike at the Throat and Heart of our Relips- 

«* on: And when Dr. Hoyl, a judicious Divine 

of the Church of England, in a Book dedicated 
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c: great Inſtrument of God's Glory, John Cal- 
| © win, was:a Man of whom I had almoſt ſaid, 
| & as once it was of Moſes, That there aroſe 
« not a Prophet ſince like him in 1ſrael, nor 

* ſince 
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6 ſince the Apoſtles days was before him, His 
& works ſhall praiſe him for Wir, Eloquence, 
& Fulneſs and Soundneſs of Divinity, va- 
& ricty and multitude, advanced among the 
__ <o higheſt, that the World may juſtly admire, 
_ © how they could be ſo many; being ſo good ; 
* and ſogood, being ſo many. And much more 
ro this purpoſe, too much to be un this place repeated, 
concerning this incomparable Man; the firſt 
line of whoſe Epitaph, at laſt gave him his true 
commendation : Rome ruentis Terror ille maxi- 
mui. As tor the common Cavil of our Epsſco- 
 palians, that ©a/vin was he who rebelliouſlly ex- 
pell'd the Brſhoyp of Geneva, the Chief Magi- 
ſtrat: of the City, ?tls as true as Heylins Geo- 
graphy of- that City. Ler not me, but a con- 
formable Author, Dr. Henry ore, aſlure the 
Reader that the Biſhop fled away eight months 
before Calvin's coming, being hated by the Cuts- 
zens for the Rape of a Virgin, and many Adul- 
teries with their Wives, and In fear of his life 
for his Conſpiracy with the Duke of Savoy, 
to oppreſs the Liberties of the City, for 
which his Secretary was hanged 3 and they 
who changed the Government were ſtrong Papiſts, 
and afterwards main Oppoſers of the Refor- 
mation. Bur ] haſten to obſerve, that when 
Angels (thus flew thro the midſt of Heaven, 
preaching the everlaſting Goſpel, ſo quick was 
the Progreſs of the Goſpel, and ſo wonderful 
its Conqueſt, and its Triumph, as to fill half 
of Europe 1n leſs than forty years, with Church- 


es, which from a Profeſtatzon made by ſeveral 
States, 
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States; that were zealous for the Reforma- 

tion, againſt the Decrees of a Popitſh Diet, 

in the year 1526, have been ever fince called 
PROTESTANTS: A Progreſs of Pra- 
teſtantiſm, which at length cauſed Bellarmine, 

to confeſs and complain, That Hereſy now 
poſſeſſed almoſt all Germany, Denmark, Nor- | 
way, Sweedland, Gothia, Hungary, France, Eng- 
land, Scotland, the Low Countries, Polonta, Bo- 
hemia, Helvetia, and It was got over the Alps 
into Jtaly | 
*F The time was now come that the re 
4 Kings muſt begin to hateygie Whore that had 
| bewvitched them; which Hatred was very par- 
ticularly exemplited by K. James V. of Scot- 
= land, when the Popiſh Prelates were adviling 
© him to deſtroy his Nobles and Barons that 
$ were Friends unto the Reformation : Wherefore 
$ (ſaid he, as ?*cis related by that rare Gentle- 
7 man, Sir Fames Mecluil) did my Predeceſſors grve 

# / many Lands and Rents to the Kick? Was it 
' to maintain Hawks, Dogs and Whores to anum- 
ber of idle Prieſts? The King of England hangs 
| you; the King Denmark beheads you; and I 
will ſtick you with this Whingar ! Whereupoa he 
drew out his Dagger, and they fled out of 
his Preſence, 

*Tis obſerv'd that in the firſ# Song that any 
Writings have recorded or mentioned, even 
that of Moſes, many words are put in the f 
future Tenſe, and the very firſt words are, 1 
Then SH ALL ſing Moſes. I am not igno- 1 
rant, that from this very Remark the Jewiſh 

C  Rabbind 


# 4 
$ 
7 
] 


24 A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
Rabbins hence inferrd the DoCtrine of the 
 Reſurreftion;, and there are Chriſtian Writers, 
who hence infer that the Song looks not on- 
ly backward, on the deliverance of the 
Church from Egypt, but alfo forward, on the 
deliverance of the Church from thar worſe 
than 'Egyprian, even the Anrtichriſtian Yoke 10 
thc lth days. Truly, the Church now 

MED b!vinning to get out from the Sea, where 
tho they had been tortured with Fire, yet they 
had hitherto been detained with inpaſſable 
Flakes of Jce over their Heads : The Church 
now therefore began to ſing the Song of Mo- 
ſes -ths Serugnt of God, and Heaven eccho'd 
unto thie Melody : And now 


——Non iultra tolerare poteſk Eccleſia porcos, 
Duntaxat ventri, veneri, ſomnoque vacantes. 


6.7. When the antient Babylon was to be de- 
ſtroyed, way wzs to be made for it, as the 


Sacred Oracles foretold,' By the drying up of 


her Waters; and Xenophon, as well as others, 


org to us, how wonderfully Cyr fulfilled 


af was foretold, when he made his Paſſage 
A cbr ion, by turning the Euphratear Wa- 
ters Into another Þ "hannel. 'F hen jt was not 
Ing before her br0ad Walls | fifty Cubits broad, 
Cir Herodot | were briken down, and ber 


þi:-h Gates Frwo hundred Cubits high, faith 


Scrabo ] were burnt with Fire, Truly, the 
Kejorinaiion thus begun, did wonderfully 
ecurn 
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turn the Waters of our Myſtical Babylon 


into another Channel ; whole Nations of 


People were turned another way : And this 
| prepares that Babylon for the approaching 
day; when Babylon ſhall become a Deſolation 
| among the Nations, and ſhe ſhall become a burn- 
| ing Mountain, overthrown as God overthrew 
| Sodom and Gomorrah. But the Antichriſt had 
| yet an half-time to reign; and therefore no 
wonder if but half-work, were done in the 
* /eparatim then made from him. Neverthe- 
leſs, the Reformation which was no where ful- 
ly perfet#, had in ſeveral Nations, various 
| degrees of Its. perfettzon ; ſome went much 
EX further than others in reſtoring of Promitive 
& Chriſtianity, and reforming of all things, ac- 


Z cording to the word of Chriſt, In this mat» 


& ter, very particular and remarkable, was 


5 the Condition of England, where the beſt 


® part of the Reformers who began the Work 
& in the days of King Aenry VII. on Mo- 


tives and in Manners well known to the 


| World, and carried it on in the days of 
K. Eaward VI. did really deſire to purſue it 
as far as they ſhould ſee Jight for ic in the 


Sacred Scripture, the only Rule of Reforma- 


| tz0nn ;, but there was always a corrupt, and cun- 
' ning Party, who being jealous of too far a 
Seceſſion from Rome, did reſolve ſtill to re- 
| taln at leaſt ſo much of 'the Romiſh Diſci- 
| pline, as might gratify their Aims at a 
| worldly Domination in the Church of God. 
| Allthe World hath long ſince been informed; 
2 G2 ” that 
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that in the year 1554+ A number of conſide- 
rable Proteſtants, lying from the bloody ſtorm 
of Perſecution, with which the miſerable Queen 
Mary for a while rctarded and confounded 
the Keformation, that the Reign of her ever 
glorious Brother had ſo far advanced, were 
kindly entertaind at Frankford ; and when 
thoſe Huly Men purſued that Reformati zon {0 
far, as to leave out of their Worſhip thoſe 
unhappy . Ceremonies, which they 2 SEE 
Itkely to prove ſcandalous unto the parer Church- 
er of God, feveral Men that were furiouſly 
zealous for the Ceremonies, did with all -_ 
ble fury diſturb them in their Proceedings. 
This rerowned Congregation of  Non-Confor- | 
mmiſis. then wrote unto Zurick in their own 
Vindication, ſnch memorable words as theſe : 


© As touching the ſubſtance of the Book [of © 


& Common Prayer] we defire the obſervation 
& of It ſo far a5 God's Word commands. Burt for 
& the wnprefitable Ceremonies, they are not to 
© be uſed. Surely it were better they ſhould 
© never bc practiſed. than that they ſhould 
c< DYOVe The ſubverſion of OUY Conrch, which 


= would ba mach bhezarded by the uſe of F 


& them. If any rhink that the not uſing the 


& Book in af! points, will rend to the diſhonor of , 


«© the Laws of our late Sovereign of famais 
&t Merory King Eaward VI. he ſeems little to 
© votoh the matter; or elſe, hindred by Ig- 
© norance, Kroweth nor, chat even they Fiscx 
ſelves upon conſideration of Circumſtances, have 


& altered many things, and if God had nit mm 
« theſe 
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| © theſe wicked days prevented, would have altered 
| © ore: and we doubt not but in our caſe 
| © they would have done the like. Thoſe 
| great Men, Mr. Knox, Mr. Fox, Mr. Cole and 
Mr. Whittineham, compoled a Directory for the 
Congregation, like that of Geneva; and Knox 
| preached, ** That by the word of God we muſk 
© ſeek our warrant for the eſtabliſhing of Re- 
© /igi0n, without which parrart nothing 1s to 
« be obtruded upon ChriFians; and thar in 
*c the Enoliſn Scruice-Book there were ſuperſti- 
© © tous and inpire, and wmperfetF things, and 
& << that the Nlackneſs in Reforming Relivion when 
|< there was an Opportunity, was one of the 
« many things whereby * God's Anger avainſt 
W © England had been provoked; ard that 
= © whereas there were ſome not aſhamed to 
8 © /iy, that Reformation was perfetied in Enp- 
<< land, the contrary was proved in the wart 
© of a good Diſcitline, which appeared by the, » 


$7<* Troables that good Maſter Hooper had | 

&<* ſuſtained in the time of King Edward. ; 
[But by the infamous Bryorry of Dr. Cox and i 
his Ailociates, conformaty to the ſcrupled Ce © uw” 
'remones was prelled at ſuch 3 rate, that the - 

F opprelled Congregation was driven away unto 
| Baſil and Geneva, and the Prelatical parity con- - 


[rented not themſelves, without ſeeking the 
very Blood of Mr. Knox by an accuſation pre- 
ferr'd againſt him; an Accuſation ſo barba- 
rous and inhumane, that the Aagiftrates of 
[the City to whom it was brought, expreſſed 
their abhorrence of it; howbeir, his remo- 

C 3 val 
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val was thereby occaſioned. If now there 
were inſcribed on the Graves of theſe Per- 
ſons [In their Ceffins here now lie ſhut up, 
they that firſt oper'd the true P ANDOR A'S 
Box in the Engliſh Nation | it would be a 
ſtroke leſs liable to conteſtation, than that 
Popiſh one, which afterwards in Dr. Coxes 
2408 pave ſuch ſcandal as to be demo- 
liſhed, Reader, In theſe troubles at Frank- 
ford, there was the Epitome, and in ſome ſort 
the Or:izinal of the ſtruggles about Reforma- 
tion, both pro and con, which have ever ſince 
diſtreſſed the Church of God in the Engliſh 
Nation : until at length a mew England was 
found out, as a refuge from the ſtorm of un- 
ſcriptural Impoſitions urged with unnatural Per- 
ſecutions, From the very beginning of the 
Reformation, there hath always been a Gene= 
ration of Godly Men, deſirous to purſue the 
Reformation of Rel zton, im Doftrine, Worſhip, 
D: ſcipli ne ara Gboerament, accerding to the word 
of God, and the example of the beſt Reformed 
Churchcs : and there hath been another Gene- 
ration of Men who have employed the Pow- 
er which they have till generally had in their 
hands, not only to ſtop the progreſs of the 
defi oe Reformation, but alſo with Innumerable 
Vexations to perſecute thoſe that were the 
- ur friends unto it. All Mankind 
kno.s that among thoſe who jointly forſook 
the Papacy, here were different apprehenſions 
about the Worſhip and Order to be maintain'd 


_ 
! 1607 


Pp Lhe Church : .. and we have no Record of 


any 
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ay attempt for the healing of the {e aifferer- 


Ces, before there was by Law eſtabliſhed ONC 


certain Form of Worſhip 2nd Order; which 
_— the pzrtinacluus 2CNerency not only of 
People unto ther old ways, but even of 


= Biſhops and Clergy, tie greateſt part of 
whom dilliked the whole Keformation > and 
| through the extreme ſcarcity of able Mint/- 
ters, underwent as little alteration from the 
former Uſages as was poſlible. T his Corft;- 


 eution of things was very dillatisfaftory to. 
very many of the beſt Men in the Land; who 


| yet conſidering the neceſſity of the Times, did 
| more or leſs acquieſce 1n it, Loplng and plead- 
| ing that the Reformation might proceed in ave 
& r5me unto more of Purity : but they that 
E found their own ſecular Tater:ifls accommo- 
F dated in this Conſtitution, ſet themſclves after 
F a while to fine, ſilence, deprive, cenſure, and 
| impriſon thoſe that were dillatisfed, and 
| ſmite their Fellow-Servants, who reinained in 
| prevacy under their Sufferines, waiting {till for 


| more of Reformation. Thus *Edom refuſed to 


| give Iſtael paſſage through his Border, wherefore 
| [frael rurned away from him / After ſome 
years of a fruitleſs expeltation, the ſcverities 
' which were multiplied upon them drove, mul- 
 titudes unto a more open ſeparation from the 
' things that were by Law eſtabliſhed: a ſepa- 
ration, which yet was oppoſed by others that 
alſo paſſionately longed and even groaned for 
\ a National Reformation. Tho not being wholly 


' agreed among themſelves about the meaſure 
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of Separation or of Reformation to be attend- 
ed unto, there inſued ſ{cveral Inconveniencies 
thereupon which had no little T emptation in 
them. Then *iwas, that, as our great Owen 
has exprelied it, /Multitnacs of pious, peaceable 
Proteſi ants were ariven by their Severities to 
leave thuir Native Country, and ſeck a Refuge 


for thar Ties and Liberties, with freedom for 


the worſhip of God in a Wilderneſs, in the ends 


- of the Eaith, There are none that more 


heartily bl:fs God for the firſt Reformers, and 
ior the ſervice they did 1in the Reformation, 
or that more firmly cleave to their Dottrine 
v-inich was the Zife and Soul of Reformaticn, 
than theſe NNen-conformiſts have ever done, or 
that more try to follow them in their zoble 
arfion. But, as thoſe firſ# Reformers never in- 
rended that what thy did ſhould be the ab- 


folute buindary of Reformation, from whence it 


Were a lin to dilient or depart, which would 
:1\6 bern to have only changzd one Popery 
for another, and - 5 contrary to their own 
e011, beyond 1 ickiiff, and gk and grow- 
727 12 their own moaels alſo, and the inge- 
3201s Confeſſions of the preat a Par- 
tcuiarly, who fa'coatur multa derratia oportere 
fuper flua, C& ardentibus wvotis cupiebit ea in me- 
11s corrella; And the Orders of King Edward 
ulir9 Pacer, to vrite for further Amendments, 
whom accordingly we find in his Learned 


Scripra Anglicana COing fo; thus the Non- | 
corformiſts have been willing to imitate them 


I-4 CXErctL'g that Liberty wherewit Chri(t bath 
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made them free. This 1s very ſure, that taoſe 
very Prizciples upon which the firſ# Reformers 
built the Reformation, are thoſe that have pro- 
| duced and juſtified rhe hundreds of thouſands 
of Non-conformiſts which have ſo long asked 
for further ſteps to be taken in it; namely 
thoſe Principles, that the Word of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is a perfet# Rule of all that we 
are to believe or practiſe in Reltgzon: and, 
that Chriſtian People not being tied up to the 
blind obedience of their Eccleſraſtical Guides, 
are to judg for themſelves what they are to 
bclieve or to practiſe in Religion. *Tis very 
ſure alſo, that the Non-conformiſts, in imita- - 
tion of a Challenge made by Dr. Jewel, one. 
of our firſt Reformers, unto the Romiſh Cler- 
gy, upon their unjuſt imputation of Nowelty 
unto the Reformation, have publiſhed a Chal-_ 
lenge 1n ſuch Terms as theſe. ” 
«« If any Learned Man of our Adverſaries, x 
be able to brinz any one ſuſficient Sen- 
tence out of the Holy Scripture, or any 
one Example of any Biſhop, Minifter, or 
« (afterwards) Martyr in the time of King 
*© Edward the 6th, or in the times of Queen. 
& Elizabeth, any pallage out of Biſhop Few- 
cl, which do directly and, ex profeſſe, plead 
for, and commend the preſent Zirurgy in 
the frame of it, or allert that Epiſcopacy is 
Jure-Divino, or argue for Adoration to=- 
wards the Altar, bowing at the name of. 
Teſw, ſigning with the ſign of the Croſs, 
** wearing of the Surplice, kneeling at the 

| * Sacra- 
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« Sacrament, or for the exerciſe of Church. 
« power by Lay Chancellors, we will then ſub- 
©« It and NabBrive. And none hath anſwer- 


ed it. 


F$. 8. If the Reader will accept the Report 
and Judgment of a Non-conformiſt, concerning 
the condition of the Church in the Engliſh Na- 
t10 at the time of the Reformation, it muſt be 
thus. The God of Heaven having ſent the 
light of the Goſpel into the Minds of the 
King and ſome that were his chief Counſel- 
lors, diſpoſing them to the Reformation, they 
found it a buſineſs incredibly difficult for 
them to incounter the inveterate and incu- 
rable prejudices with which Mankind were ge- 
nerally poſleſſed, againſt the work by them 
delired and intended, The greateſt part of 
the greater Men, the Nobles and the Gentry, 
were averſe to the proccedings of the Refor- 
mers; the, moſt of the Clergy were ſo true 
unto their own carnal Intereſts, that with 
2g ht and main they oppoled thoſe Proceed- 
ings; and the body of the People horribly 
blinded with Superſtition and Prophanity, 
were eaſily Prieft-ridden, to join with their 
blind Leaders in their troubleſom oppoſitions : 
Nor were the Nations in the Neighbourhood 
left uninſtigated by the Pope, to foment the 
difcontents of the People on this occaſion. 
The body of the People were thoſe ,which 
in theſe difficulties the King molt of all re- 


oarded, knowing, that they were his Wealth 
- and 
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and Strenorh, and that without their concur- 
rence the Diſſatisfations of all others would 
hurt none but themſelves. Now the People 
in thoſe days being miſerably unacquainted 
with the Do@Grine of the Scripture, were ve- 
ry little or nothing at all concerned, what 
perſwaſions Men held in matters of pure be- 


lief, provided they might retain thoſe Rites | 


and Modes in their Worſhip, whereto they 
had been accuſtomed. Accordingly we know, 
that the- Prelates who carried on the Papal 
Perſecution againſt the Reformers, rarely, if 
ever, unleſs compelled by Diſputations, men- 


tioned the Opinions about the Credenda of 


Deftrine, as the grounds of the Quarrel, tho 
theſe were the main grounds of all ; b:cauſe 
the commo;: People would not have been eaſily 


prevailed withal, to bring in Faggots for the : 
burning of their Brethren on thoſe more ab- 
ſtruſe accounts: but it was In the agenda of 


Worſhip, that they wiſely ſtated the cauſe of 
* all their Cruelty, becauſe they ſaw that the 
common People would violently interpoſe on 
the behalf of the aſs, wherein their ſhare 
of Religion chiefly lay. 

Our conſiderate Reformers, conſidering the 
diſpoſition of the People, firſt of . all, with a. 
brave Reſolution, aſlerted the true Dottriye 
of the Goſpel, and renounced the Errors and 
Follics with which the Antichritian Apoſtacy 
had envenom'd it : but then they attempered 


the way of public Worſhip as far as ever the 


Articles of their Faith would permit them 
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44 A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
(if n9 further) unto that which the Populace 


had been us'd unto. It was a thing very ſen- 
ſible unto them, that {9 long as the People 


_ were accommodated with as much conformi- 


ty as mizhr be unto their former cuſtoms in 


Divine Service, the main Reformation in Do-. 
 Grjne, which (*twas hopd) would at length ' 


introduce a Reformation in Worſhipalſo, might 
£0 ON With leſs Obſervation, and conſ.quent- 
ly with lels Conteftation, And the Prieſts find- 
1.18 a proviion thus made for their continu- 
ance in the potlefſion of their Places, with- 
out any thing further preſcribed, but what 


was as caſy to be performed as any thing 


that had bcen practiſed in former days, would 
quietly let their betters go on with what 
they had undertaken. On theſe confiderati- 
ons the Engliſh Liturgy was formed, and the 
Bok of Common. Prayer thus compoſed, be- 
came from rhe very beginning a bone of Con- 
tention in the Church of God. Many that 
were inilghtned with ſuch rays of Truth, as had 
irradiated the chief Inſtruments of the Refor ma- 
tron, Utterly decried this compliance with: the 
19norance 4nd vanity of the People, and cried ont 
carneſily for pyrer Adminiſtrations of Evange- 
lical Ordinances, agreeable to the word of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the' examples of Pri- 
mitive Chriſtiamty; whilit others would not 
hear of going any farther. than that fir/t 


Efſay of Reformation, Only, a long experience 


hath mage it evident, that the more the know- 
ledg of the Goſpel hath increaſed in the Nas« 
tion, 
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tion, the more hath increaled the diſlike of 
the Liturgy and its Appurtenances : nor cart 
the Liturgy with' its unſcriptural and unpro- 
fitable D:/cip/ine, be ſecured, without an ex- 
Lirpation of hundreds of thouſands of as good 
Chriſtians as any in the Land, yea, and of 
the very Bibles that have made thcm ſo; 
which, if any are ſo wicked as to imagine, 
let them know, Aliter ftatutum eſt in celo 


But, Reader! becauſe it is a Iubricowms and 
a difficule Theme which we are now upon, 
thou ſhalt not have my Senſe of theſe mat- 
xers impoſed upon theez I will carry thee 
with me to more ſignificant and ſufficient in- 
formers, even thoſe Hiſtorians who were :no 


*# Non-conformiſts, but liv'd and dy'd in the 


% fulleſt, Conformity to the Rites of the Church 
| of England as by Law eſtabliſhed; and thou 
ſhalc have thy choice. to take thy informa- 
tion either from an Hiſtorian, that was an 
enemy to any further progreſs of the Refor= 
mation, or from an Hiſtorian to whom ſuch a 
progreſs in the Reformation as the firſt mover 
thereof defign'd, wonld not have been ſo dif-_ 
taſteful ; that 1s to ſay, either froman HET- 
LIN, or froma FULLER, 


. Let a bitter HETLIMN, in his Hiſtory of 
the Reformation of the Church of England, be 
conſulted, and he will tell us; 74 


« That 
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© That, he cannot reckon the Death of 


« King Edward the 6th, for an infelicity to 
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the Church of England. 


& That, not to preſs too much at once upon the 
People, it was thought fit to ſmooth the way 
to the Reformation, by ſetting our ſome 
preparatory Itunitions ;, all which was done 
to this intent, that the People in all pla- 


ces being prepared by lictle and little, 


might with more Eaſe and leſs Oppoſition, 
admit the total Alterati:n, which was 1n- 
tended in due" time to be introduced, 


« That, ſome godly Biſhops and other 
Learned and Religious Men (the ſame that 
made the Liturgy) were imployed in the 
Caſtle of Windſor by the King*s Command, 
to conſult about one wniform Order, for the 
adminiſtring of the Holy Communion ; and 
they agreed on ſuch a Frm and Order, as 
might comply with the intention of the 
King and Parliament, without giving atiy 
juſt offence to the Romiſh Party. 


« That, the Liturgy Bzing finiſhed, accept- 
ed and enacted, gave great offence to the 
Romiſh Party, not that they could except 
againſt ir, in regard either of the matter . 
or the manner of it, but becauſe it was 
communicated to the People in the vulgar 
[ongie, 


& That 
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« That, then Calvin and his followers ex« 
cited the. King and Council to a further Re- 
formation. 


« That, when Queen Elizabeth came to the 
Crown, ſhe retained ſuch as had been of 
Privy-Council unto Queen Mary (her Siſter) 
to be of her Council. And in the Parli- 
ament, which altered, and again impoſed 
the Bock of Common- Prayer, great care was 
taken for expunging all ſuch Paſlages in 
it as might give any Scandal or Offence 
to the Popiſh party. And tho by Calvir's 
means, ſome Reformation had been made in 
the ſecond Liturgy, in King Edward*s time, 
now it is returned back into-the firſt Form, 
and by compliances, the Book, was made ſo 
paſſable among the Papiſts, that they te- 
paired unto our Pariſh-Churches without 
icruple. 


* That, what was done in the form of 
our Devotions, did ſo far ſatisfy the Pope 
then being, that he ſhewed himſelf willing 
to confirm all by his Papal Power ; and that 
Parpalio was inltrutted to offer in the - name 
' of his Holineſs, That the Engliſh Liturgy ſhould 
be confirmed. 


* That, things aboliſhed by King Edward 
the 6th, and revived by Queen Mary, were 
by Queen Elzabeth retain'd as formerly in 
her Father's time: for which ſhe receiv'd 

« both 
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46 4 Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
* both thanks and honor from her very E- 
© nemies ; that is to ſay, the Papiſts. 


« That, in the beginning of Queen El:za- 
& beths Reion, many that were dilafteCted un- 


© to Eprſcopacy and Ceremonies, were raiſed 


« unto great Preferment; and even the Queens- 
* Proteilor at Oxford, and the Margaret-Pro- 
*© fellor in Cambrids, were Non-corformiſts. 
Theſe and many more ſach things as theſe 
are affirmed, by that Heylin, who, tho for his 
Dtivmity, the.moſt Reverend Archbiſhop Vſber 
ſays, He had need be put to learn his Catechiſm 
again; and for his Geography, the ſame Arch- 
biſhop ſays, He deſerves litile credit, when he 
brings us news from th: remote parts of the 
World, that tells us ſo many untruths of things 


publickly atted in his neighbaur Nation : Yet in 


theſe Paragraphs of his Hiſtory, is inconteſ- 
table. 


Fa by 
=p 


" But now let us conſult a better, FU L- 
LER; and he, 1n his Church: Hiſtory of Britain, 
will tell us : 


© That, as careful Mothers and Nurſes, 


« on condition they can get their Children 


« to part with Knives, are contented to let 
© 


_ hy 


them play with Rattles; thus the Reformers 
permitted ignorant People {til] to rerain 
tome of theic fond and footiſh Cuſtoms; 
that they might remove from them the moſt 


dangerous and deſtructive Superſtitions. 
«& That, 
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&« That, the Non-conformity was conceived 


in the Days of King Edward, which was 
born in the days of Queen ary, nur- 
ſed in the days of Queen El:zabeth, a tall 
{tripling in the days of King James, and 


rowards the end of King Charles grown 


up to the full ſtature of a Man. 


« That, the Reverend Hooper, ſcrupling 


certain points of Conformity, the King 
under his .Royal Signet in the fourth 
year of his Relgn, countenanced the ler- 
ting paſs certain Kites and Ceremonies offen- 
. ſrue to bis Conſcience. 


« That, in the year one thouſand five 
hundred ſixty four, began the name of 
Puritans, for ſuch as diſſented from the 
unſcriptural Desſcipline of the Church : 
and by the year one thouſand five hun- 
dred ſeventy Wo, Presbyteries begun £9 
" be ereted; firlt at Wandſworth, and af- 
terwards at London. oo 


& That, in the-year one thouſand five 
hundred and eighty, threeſcore Miniſters 
of the Presbyterian party, met at Cockfield 
In Suffolk, for a Conference about the 
Common- Prayer Book;, and by the year 
one thouſand five hundred eighty two, 
their platform of Churcb-Diſcipline ap- 
peared. | Po 

D * That 
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« 7a they petitioned the Lords of the 


Pr] LV y if Se) 


the neceſſary gies of many things in 
the Church, according to the word of God: 


* who thereupon ſolic ited the Archb: ;ſnop for 


favor to the. 


« That in the year one thouſand five 
hundred <ighty five, the Parliament be- 


gan to correct Eccleſiaſtical Abuſes ;, but 
the Queen being ſemper eaaem, W ould let 


nothing of moment be aler'd in the 


Chur MILD; [caplane, 


« That in the year one thouſand five 


hoadred cighty ſeven, the Houſe of Com- 
11:01 Fs ol len :c4 unto the Hovie of Lords 
1 Petitic::, Thar (among other Grievan- 


' oY Minit Crs might not be rroubled for 


the Omittion of ſome Rzres preſcribed in 
the Cork of Common-Prayer. And the 
Lord wh wondered, that her Majeſty 


31! 4 


vw oulk ; - this matter make choice to 


ON 


COnter ik thoſe who were all enemies 


to Reformation, becauſe It touched their | 
Freehs! 45, +; 


© That in the year one thouſind five 


hundred eighty:eight, a Synod at Coventry, 
decreed againſt private Baptiſm, againſt the 


* ſign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, againſt the. 
Oo calling of ops, © and the hawfulneſs of 


© their 


onielling their Zeal for 
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their Courts, and for teaching the Reſto- 


« ration of Diſcipline, as occaſion ſhall 


ſerve. | ; 


V2 
I 


« That in the year one thouſand five 
hundred eighty nine, famous Mr. Carr 
wright had thirty one Articles (of Nor 
Conformity) before her Majelties Commilſ- 
{10ners, objected apainit him ; and he, 


with his Brethren wcre fent unto the 


Fleet, where he ſccretly and filently took 
up his Lodging. 


*«« That King fames wrote from Scotland 
unto the Queen, to ſtay the hard nſage 
of the Miniſters of the Evangel for their 


aiverſity from the Biſhops. 


i** That after this, one Mr. Stove, who yet 
continued a ſtitf Nonconformiſt, made un- 
to the Perſecutors a diſcovery of the Meet- 
ings held by the Presbyterian Miniſters at 


* London, at Cambridg, at Nor thampton, and 


at Kettering. 


* That Mr. Perkins, whom all Men 
« q : # P - 
acla for a Prophet, was COncurring £0 this 
Cariſje. EN 


** That Mr. Udal, who, as 7Muſculus firſt 
brought in the manner of preaching with 
Dottrees and Vſes, was the firſt that ad- 
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*& ded Reaſons thereuntoz a learned Man, 
*© blameleſs for his Life, powerful in his 
praying, and nolels profitable than pain- 
ful in his preaching, was condemned to 
die, for being the Author of a Book, 
« Intituled, A Demonſtration of the Diſci- 
© pline which Chriſs bath preſcribed in bis 
** Word. And the Sword of FJultice be- 
ing then drawn, was not put up again 
into the Sheath, before others were exe- 
cuted. 


© That there was a Petition, ſigned by 
ſeven hundred and fifty Preachers, col- 
leted out of only twenty five Countries, 
afoot in the year one thouſand ſix hun- 
* dred and three, deſiring a Reformation 


of certain Ceremonies and Abuſes of the 
© Church. 


& That then followed the Conference at | 
« Hampton-Court, by which time the Bi- 7 
* ſhops had ſo made the King their Pro- | 
« priety, that (after abundance of ri- } 
Ciculous Paſſages) © the King was pleafſ- Þ 


a 


«ed to ſay, If this be all your Party &| 


&« hath to ſay, I will make em con- 
«© form themſelves, or elſe I will har- 
© rie them out of the Land, or elſe do 
* worſe. 


a 


: | And 
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And ſo truly he did ! The King, who 
had - once profeſſed unto a National Aſſem- 
bly of the Kirk 3 in Scoiland, © He praiſed 

God, he was King in ſo ſincere a Church, 
X < a Church ſincerer than the Church of 
= © Enzland, whoſe Service was an IlI-ſaid 
2 i a M 2 e'2 Th Engilſh, did nNOWw ſet himſelf ro 
59 barrie out of the Land, the People who 
Ig . could not con! "51M tO chat Service 1N England. 
** The Perſccuiions uſed upon the NNonconfoy- 
= miſts, under his and the Succeſlors influ- 
© ence, proceeded ſo far, that Multitudes of 
= them ar length ſought quzet Receſſes in an 
= American Wilderneſs. 


Ne RAINS + 
+0 


v 


x 'But that in 7 he /Mouth of; at leaf three 
XX Wrineſſes, our account about the degree of 
F Reformation, deſigned by ſome, and obſtrucF- 
X ed by others, may be eſtabliſhed, we will to' 
X theſe Quorations, add the Teſtimony of 
XX Dr. Gubere Burnet, who in his printed 
IF Letters, affirms, That in his Travels he 
| had opportunity at Zurich to read a vo- 
XX lume of the Letters that paſſed between 
EF --llinger, and ſeveral of our great Refor- 
FE mers, the Originals whereof were laid up a- 
| Mong the Archives there : © By which 
| ** Letters it appears, that the Biſhops pre- 
| ** ſerved the things then conteſted, rather 
| © 10 compliance with the Owen's Incli- 
| .. 7atrons than out of any liking they had 
= themſelves unto them, Fuel in a Let- 

D I o ter, 


/ 
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* ter, Febrxary the Sth, 1566. wiſhes that 
& all the Kemnants of Popery might be 
«© thrown both our of the Churches, and out 
© of the minds of the People; and laments 
© the ©neer's Fixedieſs unto them, ſo that 
{© ſhe would ſuffer no change to be made. 
** Sands writes, Contenditur ds weſtibus pa- 


& piſticis utendis, vel non utendis  dabit 


GG [ors bis quogre finem. Horn writes, that 
* he hop:d, the A concerning Habwus 
* would be repealed .at the next Seſſion 
© of Parliament, if the Popiſh Party did 
© not hinder it. Grindal writes, That the 
© Puren was 1o prepolleſied in the mat- 
* ter, thar ſhe continued inflexible ; and 
« Cz, the Biſhop of Ely laments the aver- 
© fron that they found in the Parliament, 


© mmto all the Propofitions thit were 


« made tor the Reformation of Abuſes: 
And if the Reager will further conlult 
the F tiſfary of 57: Reformation, written by 


thact Icarned Man, he will find, * FT hat 


cor Queon Eliz.aveth received ſome [mpreſſ ons 


© in her Father's Reign, in favour of ſuch 
{: o1d Rites as he had {til] retained, 1n her 
© own, nature loving State, and ſome 1Mag- 


co MIFECETCP in Religion (as well EC in every y 


** thing, elſe ;) 1h thought that in her Bro- 
SY ther” > REIZn they had {tr} IPL '1t ton 
ny ur t ot external Ornaments, Yea he wilt 
Fnd, © That ti2 Yiſirers made report to 


_ "he Oneen of the Obedience ' given tO 
| ” - the. 


« the Laws and her [njun{tions 3 and it vas 
© found thar of 'nine thouſand four hun 
& dred beneficed Men in England, there 
« were no more but faurre:n Biihops, 
| © ſix Abbots, twelve Deans, twelve Arch- 
| © Deacons, ffreen Heads of Colleges, fifty 


Tg Prebendaries, and eighty Re&ors of Pa- 
*# © niſhes that had left their Bene'ices on the: 
2X © account of Relignon, SO compliant were 
« the Papiſts generally ! And indeed the 


= © Biſhops after this time had the 'fame: ap- 
| © prehenſion of th- danger into which Re- 
# < lizion was\'brouzht, by | the Feelings of 

<< the greateſt part of the Cleray, who 
_« retati?d their affeftions to the ol4 Super 
* ſtitions, that thoſe in King Eadwara”s 
© :rime had : fo that if Queen Elizabeth nd 
© not lived ſo long as ſhe did; till "all rhrar” 
© Generation was dead, and a zew /« of 
= © Men better educated and principled, 
= © were grown up-and put In their rooms ; 
= © and if a Prince of another Religion had 
& ſucceeded before that time, they had 


© probably turned about to the” old” Su-' 


& perſtitions, as rimbly as they had done 
> before in Queen Marys Days. But if 
the Confeſſions which the moſt * conforma- 
ble Sons of the Church have thus made con- 
cerning the various diſpoſition of men and 
things. In the Reformation, be not ſatisfacto- 


ry 3 Reader, take the pains to peruſe the 
D 4 —— 
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Story, which Cambaen, another of them, 
has given us concerning the Steps which 
Queen Elizabeth took in the Reformation ;, 
how many of the Popiſh Kites were by 


flow degrees rejetted, and how many were 


ſtill retained throvgh her fondneſs for 
them : a Story too long, to be 1n this place 


repeated. And add thereunto the Teſtt- 


mony of one, who was friend enough un- 
to Prelacy, in his Letter to Hooker about 
writing his Eccleſraſtical Policy ;, ** It may 
** be remembred that at the firſt, 'the great- 
« eff part of the Learned in the Land, 
were elther eagerly affected, or favou- 
© rably inclined to that way [of Noncon- 
« formity]; the Books then written, : ſa- 
voured for the moſt part of the Deſc:- 
© plinary Stile, it founded every where in 
* the Pulpits, and in the common Phraſe 
of Men's Speech; and the contrary Party 
began to fear they had taken a wrong 


I ſtill confine my ſelf, being terrified by 
the words of Mr. Baxter, who ſays, © To 
<« give the true Hiſtory of the original 
** Cauſes and Progreſs of our Corruptions, 
** will not be endured by them that ſtill 
** juſtify their own and their Predeceſlſors 
** Sin, and can fee no fault in any, but 
** thoſe that they firſt make, and then call, 


** their Adverſaries. I have found that the 


** molt notorious matters of Fa&t will be 
« denied 


courſe, Unto ſuch inconteſtible Authors do. 


ASX; 
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© denied furiouſly by ſuch Men, even 
what hath been ſaid and done in their 
preſence and mnne, before a multitude of 
Witneſſes, Biſhops, Doctors and divers 
others ; yea, things ſaid and done in 
Parliaments, and Armies, and publickly 
notified, are by ſuch Men contradicted 


with rage. 


FE; 


9. O., From this time, Read:r, Bob alq. 
the Church of England milerably beſchiſm'd 
into Guelph and Gibelline / After this, What 
will ye ſee in the Church of England? As 
it were the company of two Armies. 


On the one fide [ Alas, thou wretched 
word, SIDE, wilt croud into all our #:- 
ſtory, and be a word eſſential to all the 
Hiſtory of the. whole World, until the 
third Chapter of Geneſis be ſuperſeded by 
the three laſt Chapters of the Revelation /] 
I ſay on the one ſide, there hath bren a 
great Body of Mer, defirous to enjoy for 
themſelves, and allow and aflert for others, 
the Liberty of en; and at the ſame time, 
to have the Liberry wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free, preſerved inviolable: They deſire, 
1 hat the Reformation of Religion ſhould be 
carried on in the Steps, and by the Rules 
which the FSpir:e of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Ipeaking from the Oracle. of the Sacred: 
Scripture, hath direfted; and they believe 

a — there 
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there is a PLUS ULTRA, which the 
oreat Work begun, and but begun | in the laſt 
Age, is not yet arrived unto : They deſire 


that the Pualifications for the Paſtoral Office, 


and for Communion 11 all the ſpecial Ordinar.ces 
of the Church, be no other than what the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath in his Word requir- 
ed : They defire, 1hat the Civil Maglt- 
ſtrate ſhould be entruſted wich a Power to 
regulate, according to the word of God, 
any diforder in the Church, that ſhall have 
a direct influence on the State; and they 
confels thus far, a National Church: Govern- 
ment , only they would have it recognized 
295 no more than an AHaman ard a Ciui 
Policy circa Sacra. If there muſt be B:- 
ſhops, they cannot acknowledg them to have 
any Title unro their Drgrztres, but what 1s 
Humane and Civil, conferred by the Kring 
upon them, whoſe alone Officers they are, 
circa Sacra, (nor indecd Was the Fure Dj- 
71110 {hip hereof ever until the Days of 
King James the Firit pretended unto'; 

but we are ſnre, that even a Convocation 
in the days of King Henry the Eighth 
declared, ** That there are but two Or- 
< ders only, viz. that of Prieſts, and that 
* of Deacons, inſtituted by Teſus Chriſt : 

* That the Supertortties or Preheminences- 
*-of one Biſhop or- Prieſt above another 
* are, only by an human Ordinance :) 


They Celire that Parochial or Congre- 
g2tional 
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zational Aſſemblies, may be acknowledg- 
ed as particular Churches, and permitted the 
Rights of Churches, who may from the 
Paſtors of their own chooſing, have all rhe 
Ordinances of the Goſpel, with the Pri- 


mitive Diſcipline adminiſtred, and have ir 


left unto their own choice, whether they 
will herein have a Liturgy or no among 
them : They deſire, That conſcientious Dij- 


fenters from eſtabliſh:d Rites, may not be_ 


compelled, and haraſled, and ruined with 
C:zvil Penalties, for the ſcruples of their ren- 
der Conſciences; but, that Evangelical Me- 
thods of Conviftion be the only ones im- 
ploy 'd upon them : and finally, th:y de- 


ſire, That no illegal, deſpotick, and arbi- 


trary Government may be impoſed upon the 
brave Engliſh Nation: LIBERTY and 
PROPERTY 1s their cognizance. To 
avoid Circumlocutions, I will take the li- 
berty to put upon the Szde thus deſcrib- 
ed, a name that ſhall carry their defired 
Liberty in the fignification of it; I will 
call them ELEUTHERIANS: And 
if the Story of our King Luciws, the firſt 


Chriſtian King they ſay in the World, 


were certain, we wonld reſpet the name 


the more, for that famous old Eleutherius, 
who thonght that the Faith of Chriſt, and_ 
the Ola and New Teſtament, without any 
Additions from: Rome, was Law enough to* 
govern tne Church of Engiand. Now a- 


mong 


bs 


Mo coded 26 87/12 herbs ang BH 16, & 
RE a Eo or Ye Fs 21 
fy A To HH Ol Le 3 Or I orgs Ys AIR Oh 


POT THT ans bo 

ED ADIEE wy 
7 1 PAs, = I EAN ns: 8 Ea ole Ss $1 ep ' PER Su WL 
PE Ben es 0 EM BOSE Fe OF tO I Ne A gs, us 0's 
EE Kal bags PLS 51 Do Aon, tt 2 OS, 6 IONS DE I ET rg If 


ww 


Co A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
monz theſe our ELEUTHERIANS, 
or Freemen, are to be reckon'd, not only 
the hundreds of thouſinds thar have aftu- | 
ally ſhaken off the Shackles of Conformity 
to the Yopiſh Remainders yet vexing of 
_ Enzlind, but thoſe allo that have lived in 
conformity, yet groaning, or at leaſt wil- 
 ling-19 have the heavy Toke taken oft ;, yea, 
I am not ſur? that the biggeſt part of 
the Conformable ihemielves, will not be- 
found oi this number. Such an one ( Rea- 
der, | will not quote 9e, but whar, if 
1 miſtake not, was a conformable Son of the 
Church ) | ſay, ſuch a one was Doctor 
Jenell, when he- wrote, © That Perſe- 
+ cution for Conſcience ſake 1s a very 
© Unchriſtian or Antichriftian Sympcom. 
Such was Mr. Deering, when he wrote, 
« The Similitude which the Common- 
<< Prayer-Book hath with the form of 
© Prayer which the Papiits uſed, I think 
* declineth from the equity of the Laws 
© in the ſeventh and twelfth Chapters of 
& Deuteronomy , which thing our Fathers 
« fo much regarded in the: Primitive 
&« CHurch, that their Books are full of great 
& Complaints, againſt all Similitude to be 
« had with Gentiles ; and great Incon- 
© yeniency hath followed this Book, while 
& jt hath /maintained an unlearned Mi- 
© niſtry. Such was Dr. Pilkington, when 


ao 


C5 


\ i 


- 


he wrote, © That he miſliked our © 
0 
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« ſo like the Papſts in our Liturgy 3 
« and that it is our fault generally that 
« we Gilfer not from them in all our 
« Miniſtry. Such was Dr. Biſon, when 
he wrote, © That the Reformed Churches 
& Ire ſo far frem admitting the full doſe 
« of the Hercfies of the Papiſts, thar by 
«© no means they can digeſt a dram of their 
« Ceremonies, Such was Dr. Humphry, 
when he wrote, © That we ought to re- 
c. fuſe to conform our ſeives unto: the - 
Enemies of God in any of their Cere- 
monies; and that he wiſh'd and hop'd. 
for the utter aboliſhing of all the Mo- 
numents of Popiſh Superſtition, which. 
yet rem3in in our Church. Such was 
Dr. Falk, when he wrote, © That if a Man 
<« miſlike our Form of Divine Service, as 
not ſufficiently differing from the Pa- 
piſts, he ſhows hits greateſt zeal in de- 
teſtation of their Idolatry and Blaſphe- 
my: We abhor whatſoever hath but 

a ſhew of Popery. Such was Dr. More, 
when he. wrote, © It 1s an Antichri- 
« ſtian Uſe of Church- Government, to 
&« direct it to the upholding of ſcanda- 
"* lous Ceremonies, and enſnaring Inven- 
tions of Men 3 and what is it but Inju- 
ſiic: and barbarous Cruelty, to afflict 
Men for what they cannor help, and 
«© in what they do not ſin ? And what but 
** plain Rebellion againſt God, to wreſt 
<6 his 
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A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
his Scepter out of his haad, by which 
h2 ruleth in the Conſciences of Men, 
and to uſurp this Empire ro them- 
ieives! A murual : 12rcement in bearing 
With one another's Dif (ſents in the Non- 
fundamentals of Religion, is really a 


preater Ornament, than the moſt exat 
Uniformity imaginable 3 1t belng att. 
eminent excrcile of Charity, the Flower 


of all Chriſtian Graces, and the beſt 
way I thick at the long-run, to make 
the Church as unitorm as can juſtly be 
defired, -To have done : Such was 


Mr. Chillingworth, whoſe emphatical Words 


are theſe, * Require of Chriitians only 


fs 
CC 


to believe Chrilt, and to call no Man 
Maſter but him only; let- thoſe leave 
claiming of Infallibility, whe have no 


' rizht unto ir, and let. them that in 
their words diſclaim Ir, diſclaim 1t like- 


wile in their Actions : In a word, take 
away Tyranny, which 1s the Devil's In- 


ftrument to ſupport Errors, and Sy- 


perſtitions, and Impieties in the ſeve- 


* ral parts of the World, . which could not. 


otherwiſe long withſtand the Power of 
Truth ; 1 ſay, take away Tyranny, and 
reſtore Chriſtians to their juſt and fuil 


liberty of captivating their Underſtand-_ 


ings to the Scripture only ; that univerſal 
Liberty thus moderated, may quickly 


* reduce on to Truth and Unity. 


Ant 
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And what but ſuch were thoſe Epiſcopal 
Dioinis who with Dr. Uſher preſented 
unto the Parliament above thirty Excep- 
t:ons againſt the Litzrgy? TI will deſcend 
no lower, I will produce no more; here 
is enovgh to explain one ſide of the Enmg- 
ſh Comroverſtes, 

On the other ſide ; there hath been a 
Prevailing Party, whoſe Grief 1 hatlht 
been, that ever the Reformation proceeded 
fo far, and whoſe Wrath hath been on 
alt occaſions vented againſt the Memory 
of thole that were chief 1n the Reformation. 
Reader, call them not that Church of  Eng- 
land, which is the Spouſe of Chriſt ;, but it 
the name of LOT?*s WIFE be afſſien'd 
unto them, and Izt them upon good ad- 
vice remember her. Theſe IDUMKEANS 
would monopolize unto themſelves the 
name of rhe Church of England; but they 
' have by Canons boldly Radios of, and 
contrary to the Parliamentary Power, form- 
ed a new Church of England, which for 
more than half an hundred years after the 
Reformation, © would have been little ſhort 
of Treafon to have talk'd of. They have 
made their Church-Government, by Arch-- 
Biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Arch. Deacons, and 
the reſt: thar bear Office in the Church, 
a thing of Divine Right ; but then they 
durſt not ſhow their Head : for, from the 

King 


P 
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King they now derive not their Epsſcopal 
Authority, as they did at the beginning : 
Their Eye 1s upon a foreign Furiſaittion ! 

They bave made no more than twenty fr 

$45 ary? Churches, namely the Droceſan, in 
he wiole Kingdom and with a prodigi- 


| ons Impudence they dare to - publiſh it, 


Inauditus erat parochorum paſtoratus ante hu- 
Jus ſeculi, & antecedentis Delirium-, and 


blotting out the name of Paſtor, where _ 


their Books formerly ſo called the Pariſh - 

Prociyeer; they have lefr unto none, but the 
ewenty fix Biſhops, either Obligation to teach, 
or Authority to rule in the Church. They 
have been meer Bigors for trifling Ceremo- | 
»ies , and if they could but cozen Men in- 
to a Belief, that it was a brave plece of | 
devotion, to have a Charch ſet off (like that 


of Durham, deſcribed by Dr. Fuller ) with 
an Altar and Cherubims, which coſt two 


thouſand Pounds, and an Jmaze of the 
Trinity, and Anthems of the three Kings 
of Collen, tro be ſung inſtead of Pſalms, 
before and after Sermon, and a conſe- 
crated Knife to cut the Fread at: the Com- 
munion, and abundance more of ſuch 
Ti rinkers, they have ſeemed as if they car- 
ed not, tho the Subſtantials of the Chriſ- 
147 Religion | were utterly loſt in the 
Nation. All the DoGctrines of Grace, al- 
ſerted by the true Church of England, 

hel 
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theſe men do firſt Sub/crive them, and then 
Preach and Print againſt them, and with theſe, 
if a man would be preferred, he muſt be-a Pc- 


| with Conformity, theſe men allo are they that 
once invented a Proclamation for Sports 0u the 
| Lord's Day, as an Engine to vex the beſt Chri- 
tians among the Conformiſts, and fill the Land 
| with Pagani/m and Atheiſm: And this in ſpite 
| of the Homilies of the Church of England, 
# which damn'd them for doing ſo. They have 
| exacted from the Clergy, an Aſſent and Conſent 


| the Book of Conſecrating Biſhops, .and Ocder- 
| ing Prieſts and Deacons, and the Book of Ar- 
ticles and Homilies ; and the Clergy are to de- 
| Clare, That they will never endeavour any Al- 
| reration of the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution ; yea, 
| to Vow and Swear that they will obſerve all 
| the Canons, BY theſe Canons, © Whoſoever 
* ſhall affirm, That the Church of England, by 
| © Law Eſtabliſhed, is not a Chwch formed 
© according to Divine Inſtitution ; or whoſoever 


| © Book of Common-Prayer, and Adminiſtration 
| © of the Sacraments, is Corrupt ; or that any 
| © of the Thirty Nine Articles, are in any part 


| © may not with a good Conſcience Sublcribe 
Lo Unto ; or that the Rytes and Ceremonies of the 
* Church of England, are ſuch as beins Com- 
* manded by Lawful Authority, men who are 
* Zealouſly and godlily affefted; may not with 
* a good Conſcience approve them ; or that 
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Lagian. Leſt Chriſtianity ſhould be conſiſtent. 


| unto every thing in the Book of Common-Prayer, 


| © affirms, That its Worſhip contained in the. 


* Superſtitious or Erroneous, or fuch as he 
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* the Government of the Church of England, 
' by Archbiſhops, B:ſhops, &c. 15 Repugnant un- 
* tothe Word of God; are to be Excommu- 
* nicated, Ip/o facto, and not to be reſtored 
© until they repeat, and publickly revoke ſuch 
* their wicked Errors, By theſe Canons, © All 
*fach are Accurſed, who combine themſelves 
*in a New Brotherhood, or affirm that ſuch 
* Minitſters as refuſe to Syb/cribe unto the Com- 
* 2. :-m101-Book, and their Adberents, may truly 
* take unto themſelves the Names of aworhey 
* Church, not Eſtabliſhed by Law, and dare 
* prefume to publith it; that this pretended 


* Ch7ch hath of long time groaned under the 


* burthen of ſome certain Grievances impoled 
* upon the Members thereof : Or, wholoever 
* {hall maintain, Thar there are within the 
* Realm other Meetings, Aſfemblies, or Con- 
* erepatians, of the Kings Born Subjects , 
* than ſuch as by the Laws of the d are 
* lowed, which may rightly challMge to 
* theraſelves the name of True and Lawful 
Churches. By theſe Canons, none may have. 
their Children Baptized, who dare not- ſub- 
©mit unto the Croſs and Godfathers ; and all 
* thoſe that refuſe to Kneel at the Reception of 


* the Sacrament, and to be preſent at publick 
© Prayers; or who refuſe Reverently to Kneel, 


* when the General Confeſſion, Litany, and 
* other Prayers are Read, and will not fand 
* up,. at the Saying of the Belzef, and Bow at 
* the Name of Peſas, nor /2y 1n their due 
* place, and audibly, with the Mimiſter the 
4 Confeſ/1on, the Lord's Prayer, and . the Creed, 

* NOT 
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© 50r make ſuch other Anſwers to the Publick 

© Prayers AS are appointed, all ſuch are to be 

© denied the Communion 5; and what Miniſter 

© (ſoever ſhall wittingly admit them, he is lia- 

© ble to a Suſpenſion. With theſe men ( to 
quote ſtill none but Corformable Authors for 
every thing, Reader, now 'tis one Hickringale, 
and no Nonconformiſt, that is my Voucher ) 
A pretended hatred againſt Popery, 1s nothing but a 
Colour wherewith Hypocriſy hath [till painted the 
ugly face of hatred and malice againſt the Conſci- 
enticous. While theſe men can aſlert the Salva- 

| tion of Heathens, they cannot allow an Idu!- 
| gence to Chriſtians: And though they Blaſpheme 
| It as a Tyranny for the Almighty to Puniſh men 
| for what they can't help, they themſelves very 
Tyrannically praQtiſe it. * Theſe Men, being by 
Divine Providence made capable for the moſt 
part very much to influence the Legiſlative 
Power, have procured thoſe Laws to be Enact- 
ed againſt Conſcientious Diſſenters, a mere Ab- 
ſtrat whereof, were enough to fill many Pa- 
ges, well deſerving the Title of Dreconics ; 
Laws, which gave the Earl of Caſtlemain, a 

W Papi//, cauſe to fay in Print, © It was never 
* known that Rowe Perſecuted (as the Biſhops 

* do) thoſe who adhere to the ſame Faith with 

* themſelves, and Eſtabliſhed an Inquiſition 
| © againſt the Profeſſors of the ſtricfeſ# Prety 
| © among themſelves: And however the Pre- 
* lates complain of the Bloody Perſecution un- 
der Queen Mary, it is manifeſt heir Perſe- 

. cution exceeds it ; for under her there were 

. Not more than To or Three hundred pur to 
E323 ' Tam; 
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© Death ; whereas under their Perſecution, 


* there hath above treble that Number been 


© {tificd, deftroyed, and ruined in their Eſtates, 

; E vet, and Liberties , being (as is molt re- 
; markabic) men for the moſt part of the 
, ſan ZE Spartt and t 'rimciple with thoſe Proteitants 


© who ſuſtered under the Prelates in Queen | 


© dary's time. In the Execution of thoſe 


Laws , wherein 
Dat wviniam Corvis, vexat cenſura Columbas. 


What three Volumes - Mariyiiany 11 Folzo 
CHI enumerate the unaccountable Oppreſſions 
ul.) upon the bef# Chriſtians in the Nation ? 
While at the ſame time the moſt Ungodly 
Wretches of all forts, and the ſcoffers and 


| haters of all Godlizeſs, have been encouraged 


as the trueit Sons of. the Church : Perlons of 
Cajar 'B Zorgia's Qualifications can live 1n the 
Communion of the Cut ch, with theſe men, un- 
der all manner of encouragement ; while the 
molt {crious Piety, exemplified in all manner of 
Convr,ation, could not ſecure thoſe that 
ſcrupled any of their piriful Ceremonies, from 
as cruel Cenfures as ever the Wolf and the. 


Tox, which in the ancient Apologue, Abſolved 


ONe anoturer fr om the guilt of their confeſſed 
\ 3:janies, Pais 'd upon the poor 4/s for touch- 
114 the PÞ: 16 ra pad of SIraw. Nor could 
Conformity neither, ſecure the ſeriouſly Religious 
from the rage of that Spirit whereby theſe 
nm have been acted ; bar as It 15 expreiled 


and complained by Ds. Wallis, a OP ac 
Divine, 
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Divine, ( for indeed, Reader, in theſe mat- 
ters I durſt not quote a Nonconformift ) with 
ſuch as theſe, if any man preſs for Regeneration, 
Sanftification, and an holy life, he was to paſs 
heretofore for a Puritan, then for a Round-head, 
now for a damn'd Fanatick ; nor ſhall he eſcape 
this cenſure, though he be never ſo great a Church» 
' man, and do exa&cly conform to the Church, as 
now by Law Eſtabliſhed ; for *tis Holineſs they 
hate more than Noncoformity. Yea, no leſs Per- 
ſons than the Lerds of the Council have been 
put upon, ſignifying with grief under their 
hands, unto an Archbiſhyp, That a great num- 
ber of Miniſters ( conformable enough ) %2alous 
and learned Preachers ; have been Deprived and 
Suſpended, and their Places left without any Mint- 
fery or Preaching, Prayers and Sacraments; or 
certain Perſons appointed unto thoſe void Rooms, 
who were Perſons neither of Learning nor of good 
Names ; yea, a preat number notoriouſly unfit , 
chargeable with Ignorance, and with preat enor- 
mous Faults, as Drunkenneſs, Filchimeſs of life, 
Gaming at Cards, haunting of Ale-houſes , and 
ſuch like 5 againſt whom we hear not of any Prc- 
ceeding, but that they are quietly ſuffered, to the 
ſlander of the Church, to the offence of good Peo- 
ple ; yea, to the Famiſhing of them for want f 
good Teaching. Ins 1s that Fa#iom who pub- 
liſh unto Mankind their Spirir in ſuch Lan- 
guage as this, That they abhor being a Papilt as 
much as being a Presbyterian, and that they will 
as ſoon be Turks as be either of them. What 
ſhall T ſay more? In the Church they have 


broken down the Form of Churches which our 
43 - Tay 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt Inſtituted ; they have de- 
poſed his Officers; they have deſtroyed his of:- 
ces ; they have laid aſide his Rules of Govern- 
ment ; they have ſet up New things of their 


0204 quite oppolite unto His: Yet they lay 


claim to all the Priviledges of His; and all this 
they do in his name; which 1s an Iniquity ex- 
craordinarily aggravated, extraordinarily com- 
plicated ! Tn the State what they have done 
{hall not be reported in any words of mine ; 
but, Ex ore tuo, Serve Nequam., They have 
.aught, with Manwayring, That the King, with- 
out common Conſens in Parliament, could by bis 
Command ſo far bind the Subje&f to pay Taxes, 
that they cannot refuſe the Payment of them 
without Peril of eternal Damnation 5 and that the 
Authority of Parliament was not neceſſary to the 


raiſmg of Subſidies. "They have Taught, witi 


Heylin, Princes are God's Deputies ; Of whom 
ſhould they be Iimited ? If you ſay by the Laws of 
the Land ; thoſe themſelves have made, Principi 
Lex non eſt poſita 5 They are above the Law and 
have an Abſolute Authority. They have Taught 
with Leſley, That Princes being God's Legiſlators, 
are above' their Laws, and Diſpenſe with them as 

they think expedient, They have Taught with. 

WWemins, In Monarchia, Repis ſola woluntas, de © 
ſubſtantia Legis eft ; pravia popult Conſultatio, non 
eff Neceſſaria, They have Taught, as a later 
Meteor 1n the Engliſh Heavens hath Illuminated 


. us; That as well Inferior Magiſtrates, as others, 


employed by a Popiſh or Tyrannical Prince, in the 
moſz illegal and outragious atts of Violence, ſuch as 
Cutting of Throats, and the like, are Irreſiſtible, 


and 
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and meſt be {ubmitted to under pain of eternal 


Damnaticn. Yea, that the Note may be carried 
hizh enough unto all their fulfome Idolatry of 
their Charles the Firſt, they have added the 
Blaſphemy of calling him CHRIST the 
Second : And one Parker in a Treatiſe of Rel:- 
gion and Loyalty, publiſhed 1684, thus expreſ- 
ſed himſelf; It is but a Crude expreſſion, not to 
call it Profane ( becauſe it is ſo common by cuſto- 
mary miſtake ) to affirm- that Kings are Supream 
Governors under Chriſt : They are and ever ere 
[o, under God, but [o as to be Superior to Chriſ?, as 
Chriſt is Head of the Church within their Domini- 
ons. TI am already weary of Tranfſcribing their 
 Tantivee ftuff, and will conclude it with the. 
words of One that 1s 4 Conformable Son of the 
Church, { for ſtill I durſt not quote a Noncon- 
| foreſt | who ſays, Neon-Refſiſtence' and Paljtve 
Obedience, were the only Ortbodox and Catholick 
Dottrines, [o long as they imagined it would never 
come unto their own turn to practiſe them. Ihe 
the men of this ſtamp had once gained the Prince on 
their ſide, and to eſponſe ther Intereſt, they have 
endeavoured to requite him by aſcribing to him an 
Abſolute Power, and Illimited Authority over the 
Subject 5 though nene wine 4 ſooner, nor kick'd 
higher at it, when they A began to feel the 
dint of it. T ſhall proceed no farther in 4nato- 
mizing this Carcaſe of a Church: Pope Boni- 
| face VIE. threatned a 'Thunderbolc of F,xcome 
munication againit every Phyſician that ſhould 
venture to do the part of an Anatomift; and I 
have already employed my Knife ſo far in 
MY Diſſetions, that certain Canons made by as 
E4  —_ anou 
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g00d Authority as Beniface's, have ipſo fafto Ex- 
communicated me. 

I called them IDUM IA ANS; be- 
cauſe whether we conſider their contempt of 
what every Right Chriſtian, and every Right 
Enoliſlman values as his Birth-right 5 or conſider 
the Bloody Rage with which they came out 

apainſt their Erethren, who in ſome ſort have 
been Twins with them, they will appear to us 
the true Sons of Edom; and becauſe they may 
read more than they 'are aware of their o0w#7 
Fate, if they will pleaſe to conſult the Pro- 
phecies in the ancient Oracles of Heaven 
about the Edomites; to the ſenſe of which 
Prophecies, I remember there is a notable Key 
o1ven us by the 7 ie Rabbies, NN It ”, 
Of ROME have they ſpoken it. But they 
like not their Scriprure Name, let them {ill keep 
their old Right 7 __ of U NR E- 
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$. 10. Nolefſs a man than Sir Francis IWal- 
/2n, 19 hi account of the Severities uſed 
een Elizoberh againſt the Puritans, (a 
Name deviled brit by Sanders the Jeluite, 
2 be/# men in the Kingdom, and by the 
a} ever after put upon them ) confeſles , 
hat 17 vin 2 they reſolved (at laſt) to earry - 
r deſrons, without waiting for the conſent of 
rhe Mogi tr. 'te, upon that the Queen found it meceſ- 
fery ip ref Fram them. And Cambaden | one far 
{rom : Nobconformif | is our Author for it, 
Th. Queen Elizabeth cJovancing Whitgitt unto 
the So of Canterbury, above all commanded him 
19 
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wency of Prelates; rhe ob[finacy of Innevaters, and 

the power of jome great ones 3 WU jome 1Mim- 

(ers utterly condemne:! the Liturgy, aud the ap- 
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pointed manner Oo 4141717 (407774 ye Sacraments, 


as being in many things contrary to the Scripture, 


Nor is it unknown that the proceedings of 
Yhitgift hereupon, were ſuch as to procure 


him from the Lord Treaſurer Burleigh a Letter 


dated, July 5. 1584. wherein he tells him, I 


think the Inquiſitors of Spain uſe not ſo many Que- 
ſtions to trap their Preys : This kind of Proceeding 
is too much ſavouring the Romiſh Inquiſition. The 
terrible Per/ecutios which afrerwards followed 
upon the Nonconformiſts, would be too long 
and fad a Story to be in this place largely re- 
lated. : AﬀfitÞ1 Supplicus Puritan, Genns Hom:- 
mum, | Forſooth! | Superſtitionis Nowe & Ma- 
Teifice! Mr. Cotton, 1na Book Printed Anno 1647. 
Writes, That there was then in New-E»9land 
a Fourth Volume of the Books of Atartyrs in 


Manuſcript beginning, where Mr. Fox left cff, 


and containing the Sufferings of Godly men 
( and Mr. Fox himſelf, perhaps one of them ) 
from the Enemies of the Reformation, for their 
expreliing their deſires to have it further car- 
ried on. But Mr. Cotton being a Nonconformiſt, 
I muſt fly preſently to a more Conformable Au- 
. tbor 3 it ſhall be old Biſhop Merton, who ear- 
neſtly urged the Puritans to be as Conformable 
as himſelf, with ſuch wonderful words as 
theſe; I og ht not to eſteem any thing a juſt cauſe 
of Silencing my ſelf from Preaching, for whe 
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 onght not as willingly to venture my life, The 
Noncon{ormiſt have ſuffered what is next to Death, 
and 100 many have ſuffered even unto Death in 
Priſons, where ſeveral cauoht their Death, and 
9thers Died 5 Of whom ſhall their Deaths be requi- 
4? And I ſuppoſe the Puritans then knew 
how to retort upon this Reverend Biſhop, his 
own words; Not of our own ſelves, Dothor ! 
( might they have faid ) but of you, that would 
wenture to Silence good men, and even to take away 
their lrues, for things for which you thought they 
ſhould not wenture ther lives. All Mankind then 
{aw no lefs than Three hundred Miniſters ( whom 
the molt Learned Parker compares to the Three 
hundred Soldiers of Gideon ) all of them in one 
particular ſtorm Deprived of their Miniſtry 
and their Maintenance, becauſe they couJd not 
Subſcribe to ſome unlawful Impoſitions. No leſs 
a. man than Sir Edward Dearing, in the moſt 
Auguſt Afſembly under Heaven, could then 
complain, IWith the Papiſt's there ts a ſevere Inqui- 
ſition, and with us a bitter High Commiſſion. 
Yea, the Book Entituled, The Regiſter of ane- 
2oravle Matters touching the Reformation, records 
a Story about a Congregation of an Hundred 
Perſons who refuſed the .iturey, and had the 
purer Ordinances of the Goſpel among them- 
ſolves, in the Year 1567. for which they Suf- 
fered not a little. And after what faſhion 
ſome of thele , Confeſſors were handled in - 
thoſe days, the Reader ſhall underſtand, Cri- 
mine ab uno, which I find ( reported by a Con- 
form:/# ) thus; © Mr. John Heyden, a Devonſhire 
* Miniſter, in a Sermon preach'd at Norwich, 
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© let fall ſome paſſages againſt ſetting up of 
© Images, and Bowing at the Name of Feſus ; 
© he was hereon Apprehended like a Traytor, 
© with the Conſtables Bills and Halberts, and 
© brought before Dr. Har/nett, then Biſhop, and 
© Manacled like a Felon, and Commitred by 
© him cloſe Priſoner to the Common Goal, 
© above Thirteen Weeks, where he was like 
* to Starve (the Biſhop having taken from him 
* his Horſe, Papers, &c.) from whence he 
* was by a Purſevant convey'd to London, and 
* kept Two full Terms; at laſt, by the High 
* Commiſſion, he was Deprived of his Orders; 
© thereafter the High Commiſſioners Impriſoned 
© him in the Gate-houſe common Dungeon, and 
* Canterbury ſent him to be Whipt in the Com- 
* mon Bridewell, and then kept him all the 
* long extreme Cold Winter in a dark cold 
* Dungeon, without Fire or Candle, Chain'd 
to a Poſt in the midſt of the Room, with 
© heavy Irons on his Hands and Feet, allow- 
ing him only Bread and Water, with a Pad 
of Straw to lie upon ; and on his Releaſe, 
cauſed him to take an Oath and pive Bend to 
* Preach no more, and to depart the Kingdom 
* in Three Weeks without returning. Reader, 
'tis a kind of Ibumanity to relate ſuch horri- 
ble things 3 what hath been related is enough 
to make way for the paſlage that muſt now 
follow thereupon. To undergo much Pover- 
ty and Miſery, with daily fears of Maſſacre 
from I@dian Salvages, in a bleak Region, a 
"Thouſand Leagues from ones own Country, 
1s a fad condition ; but if the Ziber;ze: of the 
3 Goſpel 
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Goſpel may be had with it, the condition was 
Ly fome "Thouſands of Good men judged not 
!o fad and fo hard, as that of being in the 
Griping Talons of Archbiſhop L 4 U D. Cer- 
tainly Mankind will not now Wonder at it, 
hat a Number of Nunconformifts choſe to fly 
to a Wilderneſs, where they might Peaceably 
ciect I.vanpelical Churches, and purſue the De- 


(i935 of a Scriptural Reformation, and enjoy the 
Spiritual Bleſſings of 1 Reformed State, rather 


than both feel and give the Diſturbance where- 
to the Differences here at home expoſed them. 
An American Wilderneſs, now known by the 
Name of NEZMW-ENGLAND, wason 
this occaſion, between the Years 1620 and 
1640, Peopled with Evangelical Churches, by 
fich as were driven out of the Realm of 
England through the Perſecutions of Ceremony- 
AMongers, that ever were, and ever wul be 


Enemies to all tne true Intereſts of the Nation. 


s. x1. [6 true, That the Party inthe 
Church of England, which hates to be Reformed, 
nath, tor the moſt part, through I know not 
what Advantages, hitherto been Uppermoſt. 
And hence not only the Reformation of Diſci- 
#/me, which was only commenced in the for- 
ner Age, hath ever ſince been ſtopt, but alſo 


_ the Reformation of Detlrine, 1n the very Eſſen- 


tial Purits of the Grace of God, then compleat- 
ed, has been in danger to be utterly loſt. 
When the: Church firſt Roſe from the Grave 
ot the cintichriſt ian Apoiracy, wherein ſhe had 
lo long been Buried, ſhe had, like OE 
ICr 
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her Grave Cloaths hanging about her ; but this 
Party have with a /zcce/s equal to their ferwvour, 
and a fervour equal to their folly, endeavoured 
{till to keep upon her thoſe Monuments MF her 
former Miſery, For Diſcipline, they have ſtill 
been in the. humour of thoſe T7anders, who 
held it an Impiety to ſwgepa Room after it had 
contracted the Duſt of Three Generations ; 
and when the Word of Chrift hath been urged 
with never ſo much of Irreſiſtible, and In- 


conteſtable Evidence by them who thirſted 


after a better Order ; there hath ſtill been little 
better Anſwer given, than what the Prolocu- 
tor of the Conwecation Silenced Philpot withal, 
You have the Word, and. we have the Sxorkl 
But an old Obſervation, in the Homilic; of the 
Church of England, hath been too much vert- 


fied in the Pra&:cs of them that would be cal: 


led ſo, That ſuch hath been the corrupt Inclination 
of man, Superft itiouſly given to make new Honour- 
ins of God of his own Head, and then to have 
more Afﬀettion and Devotion to keep that, than to 
ſearch out God s Holy Commandmcnts ond” 10: ll 
them. For Deffrine , "tis well _— that 


Hundreds of thouſands of Romani(, ar this 


day, diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Jan/eniſts, 
are Sounder in many Fſtential a L'unda- 
mental Points of the Chriſtian Faith, than 
many that have Subſcribed our moſt Orcho- 
dox Articles of the Church of England, aud 
then pretend them to be Articles not of Faith, 
but of Peace : Or elſe the famous Letter to 
the Rector of Bruſſels had never bragg'd , 

Now we have planted that Sovereien Drug, Ar- 

mintani{m, 


Meat at ie." od 
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minianiſm, which we hope 291i purge the Prote- 
ftants from their Hereſy; and it flouriſheth and 
Liars Fruit in due Seaſon. The Learned Bulli- 
aldus, T remember, ſpeaks of a Florentine Phy- 
fician, whom all the Friends he had could not 
perſuade ſo much as once to view the Heavens 
through a Teleſcope, and the unreaſonable man ' 
gave this rea/on tor his refuſal, Becauſe he was 
afraid that then his Eyes would from Ocular 
Demonſtrations, make him ſtagger concerning 
the truth of Arifotle's Principles, which he 
was refolved he would never call in Queſtion. 
Our Une/ormable Churchmen feem to have 
been as much afraid of bringing Eccleſiaſtical 
A1atters under a fair Examination by the Scri- 
 prures of Truth, leſt they ſhould plainly ſee with 
their Fyes, a neceflity of Proceeding to fur- 
ther r —_ res of Reformation, When an Eng- 
liſh Veri::rment was but bringing in a Bill againſt 
Vluralitics, that eternal Scandal of Chriftianty, 
the Archbiſhop HWhitgift, writes to the Queen 
with as much diſtreſs as if they were all go- 
ing to be Mariyr'd at the Stake ; The woful and 
diſtreſſed Eſtate (faith he): abr 7 are 
likely to fall, forceth us , with grief of Heart , in 
moſt bumble manner, ” TOUR Your Majeſty's moſt 
Sumrerersn Protettion : We beſeech Your Highneſs 
favour able bebolding "op our preſent State, Fig what 
» will be in time, if the Bill againj} Pluralities 
ſhould take place, And when the Parliament 

was bringing in a Bill againſt another of the 
Abuſes then Opprefling of Mankind, he com- 
plains to the Queen with: hideous Lamentati- 


ONS, That it ould tend to the Diſhonour of the 
Church, 
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Church, as having hitherto maintained an Error. 
Then *twas that the great Zanchy ( in the 
Year 1571.) Addrefſed Queen Elizabeth for 
an Abatement of the unhappy Cercmontes, 
concluding, It is to be feartd that the Fire is /o_ 
kindled , and caſteth its flames ſo far and wide, © 
that all the Churches of Your moſt mighty King- 
dom, to the moſt perpetual Diſgrace of Your moſt 
Renowned Majeſty, vill be ſet on flaming fire. But 
the ſenſe of the Reformed Churches beyond 
Sea, thus expreſſed by the great Light of Hei- 
delberg, would not be regarded until indeed 
all came to be ſer on a flame of Fire. Then 
*rwas that the Reverend fobn Fox entred into 
his Martyrology , his complaints about thoſe 
Baits of Popery, and his wiſhes, God take them 
away, or eaſe us from them, for God knows they 
| be the cauſe of much Blindneſs and Strife amone/F 
27en. But the unhappy cauſes ot Blind»?ſ; and 
Strife have ſtill continued, until, they have 
produced matter enough to fill auother Marty- 
rology. Aﬀter what faſhion the Church hath 
ſince thoſe times jogg'd on with the old 
Mumpſimus's, T had rather the Pen of a Cqr- 
formiſt than mine ſhould relate ; and ler ſuch a 
Pen | *tis the Witty Marvels | now oblerve 
It unto us *' There are a Particular Bran of 
* Perſons, who, in ſpite of Fate, will be ac- 
* counted, The "Church of England, and to 
* ſhew they are Pluralifts, never do write in a 
* modeſter Style, than #e, We; nay, even 
© theſe, ſeveral of them, are men of Parts, 
* ſufficient ro deſerve a Rank among the 


© Teachers and Goyernors of the Church. 
* Only 


— 
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* Only what Biſhop Bramhbail ſaich of Grotius 
* his defect in School Divinity, Unum hoc Ma» 
* ceror, OC doleo tibi deejſe; © may apply to this 


* excels and rigour 1N iwatter of Diſcipline ; 


* they want all conſideration, a!l Moderation 
* in thoſe things; and I never heard of any 
* of them at'any time, who if they got into 
Power or Office, did ever make the leaſt 
Experiment or Overture towards the Peace 
of the Church and Nation they lived in. 
* They are men of a Fiery Nature, that muſt 
always be uppermeſt, and ſo they increaſe 
their own Splendor, Care not though they ſet 
* all on a flame about them. You would think 
* the ſame day that they took up Divinity, oy 

* diveſted themſelves of Humanity; and ſo 
* they may procure and execute a Law againſt 
* the Nonconformiſts, that they had forgor the 


ay 


A A 
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* Goſpel, They cannot endure that Humility, 
© that Meeknels, that Strictne/s of Manners and 


* Converſation, which is the true way of 


C Ee} FRE” 2H Eg: 4 = 1 yy 
* gaining Reputation and Authority to the Clergy ; 


* much lefs can they content themſelves with 
* the ordinary and comfortable Proviſion that 
© 1s made for the My, but having wholly 
* calculated themſfelves for Preferment and Gran= 
* dear, they know and practiſe no other 
* means to make themſelves venerable, but by 
: Ceremony and SCUCTLHY. Upon the Reſtoration 
of King Charles the Second, there was a fin- 
eular opportunity for the Reformation to have 
r24in'd, at lealt, as much Eſtabliſhment as was 
promiſed in that King's Declaration” about Ec- 
eleferfticad niffairsz a Declaration whereot a 

| Divine 
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Divine of the Church of England could ſay, 


If ever a Divume Sentence was in the mouth of a 
King, it was with His Majeſty, in that admira= 
ble Declaration 5 and the united Judgment of the 
| whole Nation, cannot frame a more unexceptiona= 
| ble expedient for a firm Concord of theſe diſtrafed 
Churches, But this Declaration was 1mmediate- 
ly of as little regard, as the Slemm League and 
| Covenant, Though there were then a Conference 
| about thoſe Aﬀeairs between the Epy/copal and the 


| fron, ſuch was the event, that I ſtill chooſe to 
vive the Story in the very words of a Confor- 
| miſt; © T admire ( ſays my Author ) that up- 
* on ſuch an Occaſion they could not in any 
| © one thing be gratified ; not ſo much as in for- 
© bearing the Leſſons of the' Apocrypha ; infſo- 
| © much, that, as many remember well, after a 
* long tug at the Conwocation-Houſe about that 
* matter, a good Doctor came out at laſt with 


© Bell and the Dragon. And'that the Story may 
be yet a little more perfect, the words of ano- 
ther Conformiſ# ſhall be adjoined ; © Many to 
| © this day think (fays my Author ) that the 
* Leaves of that Plant might have conduced 
* much to the tealing of the Nation ; but in- 
| © ſtead thereof a Corro/rue was provided, which 


| © the Daughter of our People, Flis Majeſty ſoon 
| © after this Interim: ( which was but like Light- 
* ning before a Thunderbolt ) Enacted a Law, 


* Vilſenting Clergy, leaving them to the 
x * Charity 


| Nonconformiff Divines , by the King's Commi|- 


* great Exultation, That they had carried it for 


* Invenom'd, but never Healed the Hurt of 


* which Deprived above Twenty hundred of the 


"omg os. 
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* Charity of their Friends to provide Bread 
for themſelves, and Ruined Families. By 
this Act was required a Subſcription to the 
© Book of Common-Prayer, and to give an un- 
* feigned Aſſent and Conſent unto all and every 
- thing contained in it, (which was Reviſed 

" and Reprinted with divers Alterations ) and 
' to be done by ſuch a day upon pain of De- 
' privation 3 - which time was fo limited, that 
the New Copies could not be diſtributed , nor 
* what was to be Subſcribed, conſulted: Which 
* hathoften cauſed ſome to think, that the Per- 
' ſonsthen EjeFed by that Law, were not Legally 
' Ejected 3 for the Ignorance in that caſe was 
* invincible, the Copies not being to be procu- 

* red in time. How can a man be difſeized of 
© his Free-hold for not doing a thing which is 
* Impoſſible and Impratticable ? 

Then 1t was that the Parliament, ſince known 
by the Name of Penſioner, were lo Prie#t-ridden 
as to Enad thoſe horrid Laws for Ceremomes, 
by which the Magna Charta of the. Nation 

Was torn to pieces ; Millions of Perjuries fill'd 

the Land ; the moſt bruitiſh of men were hired 
to.do the moſt bruitiſh of things; Conviftions 
were made, and Penalties were laid, not only 
without Juris, but alſo without any hearing 

_ of the Accuſed; Eftates were Seized and Em- 
b erzel'd; fuſer were broke up and diſturbed ; 

! 'G *unnlies were {ſcattered and ruined ; the Pri- 

{015 were fill'd with the moſt ſerious Chriſtian: : : 

and Reverend Miniſters of the Goſpel ſent un- 
to the Srocks and the Houſes of ;nakx=28 all 
over the Kingdom, for nothing but becauſe 
their 
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T cheir Con/ciences eould not Corform to ſinful Cer 
remonies, Which in the Judgment of the 1npo- 
{ers Were but Indifferent. Thus Edom 41d purſue 
bis Brother with the Sword, and caſt off all pity 
his Anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his 
oyrath for ever, till God {ent a Fire upon them. 
I have read concerning Zoroaſfter's Book, En- 
titled The Similitude, That it required no leſs 
than Twelve hundred and ſixty Ox Hides for the co-. 
[o:ring of it. T know not how far the full. 
Story of the Sufizrings of the Nonconformiſts 
under the Caroline Perſecution would go to fill 
a Book of ſuch enormous Dimenſions ; this 
know, *twas a Perſecution too terrible to ad- 
Wmit of a Similitude; and there is a worthy 
Writer who does not ſcruple to ſay, That if 
he Sufferings of Good men in this Perſecution 
were diſtintly written, our largeſt Books of 
lartyrs would be but an Enchiridion in Gom- 
pariſon of this H:fory, At length to be re- 
reng'd upon them for their Joining, as they 
:hvays did, with the Sober part of the Nation 
:gainſt the Popiſh Plor, there fell upon them 
the Storm , which not only coſt many of them 
heir Lives, but alſo utterly diffipaced theit 
-ongregations. Their Adverlaries then kept a 
Day of Thanksgiving through the Kingdom ; 
and 1n this doleful ſtate they lay Three Years 
bd an half ; even till the Laws, which ſome 
iunk were made by »o Authority, received ei- 
ther from God or Man, came ſtrangely (and at 
lalt fairly ) to be removed. Since the moſt 
nappy Accefhion of Their Majeſties, King _ 
Filiam and (the late) Queen Mary, to the 
FF. Throne 
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Throne of the Three Kingdoms, the oppor- 
any to Profſecute the Reformation hath been 
vor;derfully renewed and increaſed, not only 
in the readineſs which thoſe excellent Princes 
have ſhewn in many inſtances to Relieve the 
Opprefe 20hs pes of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
but alſo in their carneſt calling upon the Cler- 
ny of the Engliſh Nation to prepare and offer 
Tims ſor the good Order, Edification, and Unity 
of the Church of England, and the Reconciling as 
_ hb las 2s pai ble, all Differences among the good 
Subjects, ond to abs awny all occaſions of rhe like 
for the farm e£ Nevertheleſs we cannot learn 
that any great matter hath hickerto been done 
y them, to anſwer the expectation of the 
fret! of Princes ; but excepting the Indulgence 
ant Ni UNtO the Nonconformij;s by all PF: of 
Perl ment, all things remain ſu much in the 
old poſture, as to produce this Complaint of 
on. worthy Perſon , ODE Mr. SH0Wacn, who 15 
Vet a Con/crmable Sen of the Church —— Ever 
/: ce the Re formation (ſaith he ) the Church hath 
Jeff red many a bitter- pang jor :hbe ſake of theſe 
Off 1{1Ve Rites and Cerernones : 4 Thy U7ICE fretred 
our ber Bowels, and have ects, ever ſince their 
[? eſto: "1107 43 Charles the Second, as Moths 
fre ting hor Garments: They have been tha conſt ar: 
i roublers of our Mhacl and I am afraid, it, with 
Jon a5 they be be t:0t © aſt oorbidet the) _—- at one 
1118 O07 aro her {7 #3 fs OUT Ship. A [cer theſe mul- 
tiplied and emphatical Orverzures, there comes 
{ an - unto the World, a Vox Cleai, which in- 
Ieadlf < a conlonti; 1g Unto the AMabeagent of 
any one Arocryrbcn! gs rredjeut 1n Divine Wor- 


of 4 A 4 ; 
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ſhip, does propoſe the 44dition of more, and 
the Appomtment of Reading ſometimes in the 
Church for the further Enlightening of our Un- 
derifanding , certain Portions out of EIKON. 
BASIAIKH ; [ about the true Author of which 
Book, the Farl of Angleſey, and (a Conform- 
able Divine) the Reverend Dr. Anthony Walker, 
and not I, muſt be an Informer unto as many 
as would be truly informed |] ; and unto this 
Propoſal. of our Yox Cleri, not TI, but one who 
called himſelf, A ſober Lay-rnan 3 of the pi of 
Enpland , hereupon Publiſhing a Vo : Popul, 
hath anſwered , And why not the Waciar! 
Prayer zz the Trav Book, for the furthering of our 
Dewotions ? What ſhall we ſay more ? If nei- 
ther the Commands of Chriſt, nor the Fudgments 
of God, nor the Arguments of the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſon, with the long Experience of above an 
Hundred and fifty Years Nonſenſe in .Impr/7- 
trons and Perſecutions, have not perſuaded US tO 
make a ' more thorough Reformation; One 
| would think that the Deriſzon, which for the 
want of it, we have had from the Papits them- 
ſelves, whom it has been our pretence therein 
to accommodate, might have carried ſome lic- 
tle perſuaſion in Ir. Reader, unto them' that 
are moſt concerned, let us leave the Tranfla- 
tion of a very pungent Paſſage, which F- 
ward WWeiton hath, in his Thearrum Kite Ciwvili; 
> Sacre, Printed at Antwerp. 

Ali Proteſtantes, ne prov/us Imp1: ws. 
»oſtris Miſſali » 4 Breviario, cam ſuo dele&@u 
uruntur., Et quo Religionis apud eos Forma cele- 
2r10r apnareat, adinbent Canonicos, etiam, f? diis 

F2 Placer, 
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placet, & Archidiachonos. Adeqque de More 
Eccleſix Romanz Eorum Cappas, pluvialia & 
2ju{dem Supellectilem, quam dicunt inweniſſe in 
Synagogi Antichrifti, Quo p/s liquet, Religic- 
yvem I'roteſt antium imprimis Furto noxiam — wel 
fs Fures haberi recu/ant, maneant Simiae noſtre, & 
Antichriſti. Ridentur hi, cum 9mni ſua Scent, 
non @ noſtris modo, wveram & a ſuis: And then 
he adds the ſaying of one, Videntur Angli Pa- 
par a (uo Regno f i2ajje aded feſtine, ut eum Cote 
gerint weſtes & Tergo relinquere 3 quibus iſti, 
 Owantium Ritu Choros ducentes, induuntur pero- 
ati, But none of all theſe conſiderations 
hath hitherto moved the Predomimnant Party ; 
nor have theſe true Sons of Auſtin the Monk, 
taken any other methods to recommend them- þ 
{elves Une the Noneou{ormiſts, than that old 
Formal and Fooliſh 47k took to puſh the 
Papal Ceremonies upon thoſe ancient Churches 
of Nowconformiſts, our Britiſh Anceſtors. The 
Church of England, in the beginning of the 
COommenal ion agamſt S11mers, does confeſs, That 
her D:/cip/me 1s not fo good as that of the Pri- 
mitive Churches was for ſeveral Ages. And no 
Commination of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt againſt 
the Unreformable, has cauſed them to lay aſide 
their ſinful Reſolution, That it never ſhall be ſo. 
The Reformaiion when Carried but half through, 
immediately ſtuck like an Inchanted Cart, and 
it by any diiving that hath made the crackling 
_ all fiy, it hath bcen ſtrain'd beyond the Line, | 
where the Spe// was firſt laid upon it, it hath 
ſoon reſ}l'd within that Line again with a Ven- 


zeance. Now to uſe ( which on this Theme 


i ftill chovi2) the words of a Conformable 
Writer, 
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Writer, 1; it not ffrange | ſaith the Conform- 
able Author of a Plea for Abatement | to o0b- 


ſerve that in the Reformation of Religion, there 
ſhould be ſo great a ſally out of . Darkneſs into mar- 
 wellous Light upon the firſt dawning of that Day, 


and that notwithſtanding all the Prayers and Tears 
of Oppreſſed Conſciences , and the utmoſt endea- 
wours of our Learned Fathers, it could not for more 
than this Hundred Years, be carried on one ftep fur- 
cher towards perfecFion © 


S. 12. Thus it muſt be, becauſe an Half 


time of the Twelve hundred and ſixty years, de- 
termined for the continuance of the Apoſtacy, 
was yet behind. But now, ft ap your heads 


ye Reforming Churches of God, becauſe Re- 


demption draweth nigh. The Hundred and four- 


ſcore years are almoſt out ; and then an irreſiſti- 


ble Spirit of REFORMATION 


ſhowred from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt on the. 
| Hearts of men, ſhall bring mighty and happy 


Changes upon the World. He doth great 
things by Spirit, and, Lord, 1 know that thou 
canſt do every thing. "The Sacred Oracles of 
Heaven aflign Two ſteps to be taken for the 
aboliſhing of Antichriſt: Firſt an Harveſt, and 
chen a Vintage : Our Lord had a notable Har- 
veſt of Churches gathered out of the Papad 
Empire at the Reformation in the former Cen- 
rury ; but the Harveſ# leaves no little work for 
the Vintage, which always comes about a Se- 
wventh part of the Year after it. Now the Se- 
venth part of the Twelve bundred and (ixty 
years, Which conſtitute the grand year of 


Antichrit, 1s juſt an Hundred and fourſcore 


Years; and about ſo many Years from the 
* 4 = Av 
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Reformation, we ſhall ſee Popery ca## into the 
great 2WINe- dreſs of the wrath of God. Burt. be- 
cauſe in this Thorny {Argument T have ſtill cho- 
Jen to fay all in words whereto the Conformable 
Sons of th e Church of England have helped 
me, J wili hy ere chooſe to ſum up my expeca- 
r10n5 in the words of ſuch an one ; — ſuch an 
ove I find in the Year 1690, publickly thus 
exprefiing himſelf ; 1: is rhe Tope of many Geod 
and Learned men, that the time 1s at band when 
God will * } ih his Church for ever from the 
darkneſs of the Kingdom of Antichriit ; and that 
the Natioas will caf# away all things that bawve 
beer Ins{ruments of advancing his Tyranny and 
Superstiztion 5 ſurdly that glorious Day will open 
mens Eyes; I hawe th: {aith to believe, that 
England will not be blind when other Nations do 
"7% And long before him, I find another of 
FD<#8, ramely, Dr. Afore ſaying, What barm 


f 


it 10 Prejage jo well of te Reformation, As that 
after tfze De curſton of the years of thee Child- 
hood, God will ripen 0 _ a more manly ſenſe 
Ft tne 0 rear ae mai} [pers able Duties of the Goſpel ; 

Wo I lb; :atrate vor common any longer at 
thts hula {1 (quabling avout Nutſhels, Counters, 
and Ct bert)- [65 0s; vut menace them even With 
Deſtrut 1103 #1 ty &7 lea Je 10T oif their Amnmoſittes 
and iſp re] of mma abeut Trifles, and hold not 
faſt urio the Royal Law of Levee 1 would I'o- 
preach iny Ho! d, it I did not find it even to 
rrewble 10 Ira: ſcribing the terrible words 0 

the Famous Mr. Bax! r, who hath Publiſhed 
ane Pi | ognoſtication : { think it exceeding proba- 


bie, Tas either Englagd will have Popery ſettled 


1's 
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in Power by a French Conqueſt, i» the French 
Faſhion, by the Compliance of - thoſe of the Eng- 
liſh Clergy, who are for a Foreign Church-Ju- 
riſdiction , or elſe God will conſtram the preſent 
Governors, by the ſenſe of their own Intereſt , if 
not of the IntereſÞ of Religion and the common 
Good, to open the publick Church-doors unto that 
Concord, againff whico they have been lock d by 
the Ad of Uniformity, and ſuch like, above 
Thirty Years 5 and the unplacable Enemies of Peace 
will caſt down themſelves. The former part of 
| this terrible Prognoſtication, how probable ſo-. 
ever the Sins of men have rendred it, we may_ 
hope ſhall by the Sovereign Mercy of Heaven 
be prevented ; bur the latter parc of it. ſhall 
by the Almighty Spirit of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, working on the Hearts of men, how- 
ever not without an amazing ſhake once more 
ſp, ons of the Earth, but of the Heawens al- 
{o, be ſpeedily and gloriouſly accompliſhed. 
It would indeed make a Volume to re- 
Cite all the hopeful paſſages of a true BZ Þ, E U- 
THERTIAN ſtrain, which we find oc- 
curring in the Books or late Years, written 
by many Copformable 5005 of the Church of 
Ergland, Now becaui: I am going to pre- 
dict the Language, which will be heard 
through the Nation, when a wonderful Rewe- 
lation {hall irreſiftibly bring on the heretofore 
maligne, and hitherto oppoled Reformation ; 
and Good men will write in all their Books, 
what was the Motto written by Selueccerus in 
all of his, HEPI TIANTOS THN EAFTOEPIAN, 
Above all things fo LIBERTY. I am 
willing 
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willing firſt of all to repeat a little of thae 
Language, which I find in the Writings of the 
Conformable. Reader, Shall we go fo high as 
the very Reverend old Robert Abbot the Biſhop 
of Sal:;hury, whoſe Two Younger Brothers, 
one became Archbiſhop of Canterbury , the 
other became Lord-Mayor of London ? This 
great man, when Dodtor of the Chair in the 
Univerſity of Oxford | 1615. ] thus expreſſed 
himſelf; © There are ſome, that are partly 
* Romiſh , partly Engliſh, as occaſion ſerves : 
* So that a man may ſay unto them, ,Nofer es, 
an Adver(arioram ? Who under pretence of 
* Truth, and preaching againſt the Puritans , 
* ſtrike at the Heart and Roor of the Faith and. 
* Religion now Eſtabliſhed among us. This 
* Preaching againſt the Puritans, was but the 
© practice of Par/ons and Campian's Counſel 
* | Two notorious Feſuites | When they came 1n- 
4 
C 
C 
C 


C 


tw England to ſeduce young Students : For 
when many of them were afraid they ſhould 
loſe their places if they ſhould profeſſedly 
be thus, the Counſel they then gave them 
* was, That they ſhould ſpeak freely agamſt the 
* Puritans, and that ſhould ſuffice. Now for 
' this ſpeech, That the Presvyrerians are as bad 
2s the Papiſts ; there 15 a ting in it, which I 
* wiſh had been left out ; for there are many 
* Churches beyond the Seas which contend for the 
Religion eftabliſhed amonpit us, which yer 
* have Approved and Admitted the Presbytery ; 
© and this is to make rhezn as bad as the Paprft. 
* Beſides, there have lived among us many 
* Reverend and Worthy men,. which have 
* NOL 
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© not rejeed the Presbytery, taking it even for 
* Lay Elders; and amoneglt the reſt, Dr. Nowel, 
© late Dean of Pauls, in his larger Catechiſm, 
* p. 29. and 71. affirms, That in every well Go- 
* wern'd Church there was a Presbytery 5 and yet 
* this Catechiſm, by the late Reverend Arch- 
* biſhop of Canterbury, was commanded to be 
* had in every Grammar-School ; which {ſurely 
* he would not have done, if the Presbyterians 
* were as dangerous or bad as the Papiſts. 
But I ſpoke of coming to the late Nears, and 
T will do it as faſt as I can. "Tis Biſhop Dave= 
naut, who ſays, © If you be free from the. 
* Rites that God himſelf once Preſcribed, then 
* are you free from the Traditions of men. It. 
* is a molt wicked thing, that they ſhould im- 
* poſe this Yoke upon you, and you are moſt 
* fooliſh to ſubmit your Necks unto it ; for God 
© would not have aboliſhed the Ceremonial Law 
* Infticuted by bi/elf, that a New One may be 
* invented by mer. | — 
"Tis Biſhop Taylor who ſays, © a /ymbolical 
* Rite of Human Invention, to ſignify what it 
* does not effe&, and then introduced in the 
* Solemn Service of God, is fo like thoſe vain 
* Imaginations and Repreſentations forbidden 
© in the Second Commandment, that the very 
* ſuſpicion 15 more againſt Edification, than their 
* uſe can pretend unto. Eccleſiaſtical Laws are 
* to be fitted for the advantage of the Churches, 
* Miniſtring to Edification, and complying with 
* Charity; whatever Eccleſiaſtical Law hath not 
* thele Conditions, the Churches ought not to re. 


* cerve. 
- "Ts 
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?Tis Mr. Hales (one as worthy to have 
been a Biſhov as Archbiſhop Lud ) who ſays, 
* That when either Falſe or Uncertain Conclu- 
* ſions are obtruded for Truth, or Acts either 
© Uulawſul or Miniſtring juſt Scruple, are re- 
_* quired of us to be performed ; in thele ca-' 
' ſes, Conſent were Conſpiracy, and open Con- 
* reftaiion 15 not Fadion or Scoiſm, but due 
* Chriſtian Animoſity, That 10 hath been the 
© common D!/eaſe of Chriſtians from the be- 
a pouning | not to content themſelves with that 
* meaſure of Faith, which God and the Scri- 
© pruves hae expreſly aftorded. -— But upon 
© pretence of Church Zuthority ( which 1s none ) 
* or Tradition ( which for Fa moſt part is but 
* feign'd) they have peremptorily concluded, 
* and confidently impoled upon others, a ne- 
F cellicy of entertaining Conclulions of thac 
* nature.. i{Thatico load our pablick Forms with 
* the private Fancies upon which we differ, 1s 
* the moſt Sovereign way to perpetuate Schiſm 
* UNtO the worids end. Thac they do. buc 
abufſ? themſelves and others, that would per- 
1age 15, that Biſhop s by Chilſt's Infticution 
* liave 2ny Superiority over other men, further 
= (han it {120 F' Rewerence. 

* *Fis Dri Feuer ( one *as worthy of a 
Wiſs bopr:c& tOO as any other ) who ſays, © Mul- 
* 1/0rmry 1h things merely indifferent, with 

mutual Charity, dotiz more promote God's 
: G wap þ han Uniform: '} if {elt. 

; Biſhop Stillin $0 who ſays (though 
'2 not a Biſhop when he ſaid ic) © Ler 
* men turn and wind themſelves which way 


* they 


of 
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they will, by the very ſame Arguments that 
any will prove Separation from the Church 
of Rome Lawful, becauſe ſhe required Un- 
lawful things as conditions of her Communion, 
it will be proved Lawful, Not to conform fo 


any ſuſpetFed or unlawful Praftice, required by 


c 

. 

% 

c 

c 

Cc 

* any Church-Governors upon the ſame Terms, 

© if the thing ſo required be after ſerious and 
_ © ſober enquiry , judged Unwarrantable by a 

c 
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man's own Conſcience. Again, What poſlible 


reaſon can be given, why ſuch things ſhould 
not be ſufficient for Communion with a 
Church, which ate ſufficient for Salvation ? 
And certainly thoſe things are ſufficient for 
That, which are laid down as the neceſſary 
Duties of Chriſtianity by our Lord and Saviour 
in his Word. —— Without all Controverſy, 

* the main inlet of all the Diſtra&tions, Con- 
* fultjons, and Diviſions in the Chriſtian World, 
* hath been by Adding other Conditions of Church 
* Communion than Chriſh hath made. Further , 
* By allowing a Liberty for matters of Indif- 
* ferency, and bearing with the weak, who can- 
© not bear things which others count Lawful, 
* we might indeed be reſtored unto a Prim:- 
© rive Luſtre fan ſooner, than by furbiſhing up 
* ſome Antiquated Ceremonies, which can de- 
* rive their Pedigree no higher, than from 
* ſome ancient Cuſtom and Tradition. Orce 
oc, © There is nothing the Primitive Church 
* deſerves greater Imitation by us in, than 
* that admirable Temper , Moderation , and 
© Condeſcention, which was uſed in it 
* towards all the Members of it. Ir was ne- 
© * ver 
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* ver thought worth the while to make any 
* ſtanding Laws, for Rites and Cuſtoms , that 
© had no other Original but Tradition, much 
© leſs to ſulpend men her Communion for not 
* obſerving them. 
*Tis the Biſhop of Hereford, who ſays, * As 

* long as men hold faſt the Body of Chriſt, be 
_ © not Rigorous with them for Shadows. This 
* Forceable urging Uniformity in Worſhip, hath 
* cauſed great diviſion in Faith as well as Cha- 
© rity. T beſeech you in the fear of God, ſer 
_ © before your Eyes the dreadful Day of Fude- 
* ent, when Chriſt on his Tribunal of Juſtice 
* ſhall thus queſtion you, Are your Ceremoszies 
* more dear unto you, than the Souls for which 1 


* Died? If David diſpenſed with a Ceremony 


© Communded by God to ſatisfy_ the Hunger of 


* his People, Will not you diſpenſe with your own 
© Ceremonies to ſatisfy the Souls of my People £ 
© Shall they periſh for tranſgreſſmg your Human 
* Laws, which they tgnorautly conclude Erroneons, 
© and ſhall 7101 you periſh for rranſgreſſmg my Dt- 
*© vine I aws, wiich you krow to be Good and 
* Holy e 
_ *Tis the Proreffant Reconciler ( a faithful Son 
of the Church of En7lazd, as one calls him ) 
who f{ays, © Ir is certain that our Church hath 
© altered her Litargy at feveral Times, and in 
ſeveral Parts. Hence it appears, how ſenſe- 
lefly *t1s alledged, Thar we cannot abate 
: theſe Ceremon!cs, becauſe they have been ONCE 
© received by the Church. One $kill'd in A#- 
*#auity wil be convinced of the prear »/;- 
© c0ri') of thele two pretences ; That we, lay- 
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© ing afide of the reſt, have kept our preſent 
© Ceremonies out of due Reverence to Anti- 
© quit). - | = 
 ?Tis the Reverend Mr. Samuel Bolde, who 
ſxys, © I dare affirm, That if the Rites afid 
© Ceremonies now in uſe in the Church of 
* England, ſhould be Altered by the ſame Au- 
© thority which did at firſt Enjoin them, the 
© Church of E»gland would ſtill be as impreg- 
© nable a Butwark againſt Popery as now ſhe is ; 
© and I am fully ſatisfied there is no man will 
* deny this, unleſs he be either a Real Papi, 
© or ant Tgnorant and a Superſtitious Fool. 
Why ſhould I quote the Four Books, En- 
titled, The Conformiſts Plea for the Nonconfor- 
miſts, which were Compoſed by a Beneficed 
Miniſter, and Regular Son of the Church of Eng-_ 
land, and expoſed in the Years 1681, 1682, 
16832 Unto theſe, if I ſhould add- all that 
occurs in the ſeveral Arguments humbly Propoſed 
for Conceſſions and Alterations in the Commuons-= 
Prayer, and in the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church of England | ( with numberleſs Quo- 
tations from Conformable Authors therein 
made ) publiſhed by a Miniſter of the Church of 
England, as by Law Eſtabliſhed, in the Year 
1689. Some flerce I D U Me A N would 
lay, I am raiſing an Army of Moderate Con- 
formiſts againſt his Yileut Party, And yet I 
mult preſume to Cite a few Lines out of the 
Author laſt mentioned : Says he, * The Cere- 
* monies are Inutilia Celo, of little or no uſe 
* for the Winnmg of Souls, And I ſee not but 
* that Prelate's Speech was truly Chriſtian, 
© who 
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who faid, We had rather Joſe a Ceremony than 
a Soul. As is ſaid of ſome Meats, Neither if 
we Fat them are we the better, nor if we Eat 
ot are we.the worſe ; fo we are nothing bet- 
tered by theſe Ceremonies. And the Reaſon 
' for the uſe of the Ceremonies cealeth much ; 
* they were kept partly out of Compliance 
" with the Pap!ts to gain upon them, but now 
the Papiſts are harden'd by it, upbraiding us 


A A A A A 6A 


be not good, Why do you drink of our Broth ? 
And the Cenformiſts ( many of them) would 
* think it hard to be Senc'd for not Aﬀenting 


(as Biſhop Uſher ſaid of them) If our Fleſh 


© to the Perſewerance of the Saints, or any other 


* the I;4ve Points, according to the common 
* Senſe of our Diſſenrmp Brethren. —— T ſhall 
* conclude with the common Affertion of the 
Reformed Churches, That all Churches ſhould 
labour as much as poflibly may be, after Apo- 
* ſolical Simplicity, and fewneſs of Ceremonzes, 
* which they judge the ſafeſt, the pureſt, and 
the belt ; as /'eter Adartyr, EBucer, Calum, Be- 
* 29, Zanchy, andindced almoſt all Good men 
athrm. ; 

Leit my Reader ſhould grow weary { and 
yet wo can ; be weary . | of being CUTCT>- 
tain'd with too long a Repetition of the true 
ELEUTHER 1 A N Language, to be 
found in the Books of many Conformable 
Writers, I will only Extract a few Lincs from 
120 more of thoſe Writers, who yet have 
not preiixed their Names unto their Forks ; 
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and 1t 15 a fhame to the Nation, that men 


who write fo w«{/, ſhould find it neceilary, 
for 
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for the avoiding of Envy, to write” Aneny- 
moifly. 
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It was in the Year 1690, that one Con- 


formable Divine. [ whoſe Name, I hear, is 
Mr. Graves | Publiſhed a Diſcourſe on the 


Vanity, Miſchief, '\and Danger of continuing Cerc- 


monies in the Warſhip of God : And now fee 
what he ſays; © If we by continuing the pre- 


© ſent Terms of Communion, drive People" from 


© us, the Schiſm will lodge at our doors, and 
| © we ſhall be the Schi/maticks. They that for 
* Rites labour to keep up our Animoſities, make 


© themſelves Guilty of all the Perſecutions of 


* former Times; and God may charge upon 
* them all the Righteous Blood that has been 
© ſhed, from the Blood of .4bel to the Blood 


* of Ruſſel ; Verily I ſay unto you, it ſhall be re- 


* quired of this generation. There is no 
© keeping up the Honour of the Ceremonies, 
* except we blind the People, which is now im+ 
* poflible. —— Many of our own Clergy 
* fubmic not unto them out of C hoice, but as 
* a Burthen from which they would pladly te 
* delivered. —— As Knowledge increaſeth , 
* Zeal for Ceremonies will grow more and more 


* Ridiculous, — The Lords, the Knights of | 


* the Shires, and the Burpefies, know who 
* are fit in their ſeveral Countries to be Coun- 
* ſellors of Peace, and Healers of our Breaches 3 


* and if we are unwilling to be Peace-makers, 


* they may (if they pleaſe) make a Law, 
* "That the Members of both Houſes, ihall in 
* their ſeveral Countries, chufe Three or Four 
* Divines to ſit in Convocation to oiter unto 

7 © them 
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them, what may ſettle the Peace of our 
Church. The Church would loſe no- 
thing though all its Ceremonies were laid aſide. 
They are no more an Ornament unto the 
Church, than the Chains of a Galley or a 
; Priſon, _ Ornarent s co the poor man that is 
laden with them. —— A, Soul ſwallowed 
up -in the Contemplations of the Infinite 

- Majeſty of the Glorious God,. may reckon 
 thefe APY Fooleries, no - better than the 
* Fools-Caps and Cears which Perſecutors did put 
- ON the Saints of God ; they may be valued 
- by formal Dead Chrif ans but the Spiritually 

« Minded will look on them, as Toys fit only to 

| * Adorn Hypocrites, No man can thew any 
* good they have "ne, except it be good to 
* maintain a Corrupt Party in Church and 
* State, to the excluding a Pons, Sober, Peace- 
able, Diligent , Powerful Intereſt. Uniformity 
Is Deformity, and Confuſi on, when men: ap- 
- Point other Terms of Miniſterial Service and 
- Church-Communion, than are preſcribed in_ 

* God's Word. —— The good Temper, Wif- 

* dom, Diligence, Faithfulneſs, and Courage 
* of God' 5 Servants, hath been uſeful to Man- 
- ? _ kind ; but a Carnal Fa#ion of Chriſtians, be- 
FF. " ing hurried by a mad Zeal for little things, 
2 * have oppreſſed theſe BenefaFors, ſtained the. 
" Glory of the Nation , beaten down the 
* Rents of Lands, diſcouraged Induſtry, de- 
| ſtroyed Trade, and brought the moſt Illu- 
* {trious J7and in the World, unto a low ſtate. 
* —— The making unneceſſary Terms of Mi- 
© niflerial Service, which Chrift never enjoin- 


* ed, 
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© ed, is an Invaſjon of his Kingly Office. —— 
© Inſtead of keeping out Burning and Shinirg 
© Lights, we had need Trim ſome of our own, 
© which give but a faint Light, if any at all. 
© ——- The moſt Learned Dwvines, and the 
© Wiſeſt Srtateſmen in the World, are bur 
* Bunglers when they take upon them to add 
© unto God's Worſpip what he hath Rot appoint- 
* ed. With theſe Inventions Heathens and 
_ © Atheiſts are habited like Chriſtians for the ſer- 
| © vice of the Dewi, to corrupt and deſtroy 
* true Chriſtianity, —— Mankind hath for ma- 
© ny Ages been poſſeſſed and tormented with 
a furious Spirit, the Devil of Impoſitions ; it 
will never be well till this Spzrir is caſt out. 
—— Piety hath been hid in Corners, re- 
* move Stumbling-Blocks, and it will come 
* forth and appear in publick with all its Beau- 
* ty and Glory. —— The uſe of Ceremonies 
* tends to the oppreſſion of the Life and Power 
* of Chriſtianity. They are like Painted Win- 
* dows, which make a gaudy ſhew, but they 
* much leſſen the Lighbr. The Carnal part 
* of the world is eafily engaged for them, 
* againſt Holineſs; and to ſuch. a degree that 
© ſerious Piety hath been ſcoffted at, nor only by 
* the Mobile, but even the Tribe of the Long 
* Robe when engaged to be Advocates for Impo- 
Our furious Bigors, when they 
* had quite trampled under foot the Diſſenters, 
* they began a wild Carier againſt Piety and 
* Sobriety in their own Body. The Removal 
© of Ceremonies will take away the Vizor with 
© which Formaliſts , Hypoerzes , Wicked and 
| G 2 BEE. 2 
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Profane men, do cover themſelves. The 
continuance of them in the Worſhip of 
God, will be a Gratification of the Forſ# of 
Chriſtians, and a Grief to the Beſt, —— It 
canhot be proved, that Ceremonies in Wor- 
ſhip ever did any good. - - In the Refor- 
mation in the laſt Century; the Pope was dri- 
ven henc@ in ſuch haſte, that he left ſome of 
his Toys behind him ; theſe have continued 
too long among us, to the great diſturbance 
of the Church. In' the firſt Reformation we 
were cleanſed from Tolatry; in the next, -I 
hope, we ſhall go a /ep further. Let us 
not Fight apainſ# God ; all dividing Terms of 
Communion, Or of the Exerciſe of the Mi- 
niſtry, are the things to be removed in order 
to a more perfet Reformation of the Church, 


and to make way for a more holy and bleſ- 


ſed Statez which may be at hand, if by our 
perverſeneſs we do not put away «this happi- 
neſs from us: God is doing this Work in the 
World ; it ſhall go on, though we periſh by 
our fooliſh Obſtinacy. —» Al the Pious, 
Sober, and Moderate Clergymen are for an 
Union; the reſt are, fome of them, Dignif- 
ed Drones; thele fear Contempt if more 
diligent Labourers are admitted into the 
Church. Some are Learned, but are infla- | 
med with a Phariſaical Zeal for the Form of 
Godlineſs, denying the Power thereof : Some 
are Debauch'd, and fear the ſevere Corrett10n 
that 15 due unto them ; Some are departed 
from our Doctrine, and fear ( here the Shoe 


pincheth ) that their Errors will be expoſed by 


* the 


\ 
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© the Acceſſion of ſuch an OrthodoxIatereff,as the 
© Body of the Presbyterians, who. are firm to 
* the Dodrine of the Church of England : 
* Some are ſo Sortiſh, that they att their, part 
* very ill, and would be undone if their 7oo!s 
were taken away : All our Sticklers are Tan- 
tivees for their own Humours, and care not 
what becomes of our Religion, Laws, and Li- 
© berties. Though by the A& of Indul- 
© gence, the Infruments of Perſecution are {truck 
* out of the hands of - Perſecutors, yet we may 
* be ſtill guilty of Perſecution, if we continue 
* thoſe things that armed Evil men againlt the 
© People of God. He requires you to 
* Pray unto the Lord of the harveſt, that he would 
© ſend forth more labourers into his harweſt'; and 
© you keep away many worthy Labourers from 
* his Work, becauſe they cannot comply with 
* Termshat he never appointed. —— 


It was: in the Year 1693. That another 
Conformable Divine [ whoſe Name\as I am in- 
formed is Mr. Sowden | Publiſhed a Diſcourſe 


for Abatement in Matters of Conformity to ſeveral 


Injun&ions and Orders of the Church of England: 
See What he ſays: © Compulſion is a Quiver 
* which affords many a ſharp Arrow, but fuch 
* as ſeldom hit the Mark. - Yet we can- 
© not go. tothe Houſe of God in Company : 
* How happy were it if the Partition Wall were 


© broken down, or fo wide 2 Door made in it 


© that we might go in and out ; that every: 


_ © thing were cut off which troublzs the Church, 


3 * and 


Ty 
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* and which are as Goad+ in the Side, and Thorns in 

* the Eye, of Conſcience. The Convocation held 
* in the Year 1640. ſpeaking of the Cuſtom of 
* Bowing in token of Reverence to God when 

© we come in the Place of Publick Worſhip, 

* ſays thus; In the Praffice or Admiſſion of this 
© Rite, we deſire that the Rule of Charity pre- 
* (cribed by the Apoſtle may be obſerved, which is, 
* That they who uſe this Rite, deſpiſe not thoſe who 
* file it not; and they who uſe it not, condemn not 
* ther who u/c it. ( The like Liberty is left as 
* to Bowirg at the Name of Feſus). And [ 
* cannot underſtand, why the fame Latitude or 
© Charity might not be granted in the other 
* ſcrupled parts of Conformity, The Church (1 
* am of Opinion ) may thank her Preferments 
© for the cxtreme Zeal of many of her Votaries 
© in the caſe of Con'ormity. The, Whore of 
* Babylon never warted Pledgers, when 
© drank to them out of her Gc!Jen Cup, what- 
© ever 4ominaiions was filled with. SUP= 
* pole ſome of our Tackling ſhould be rent, 
_ © and Sprucery ſullied, yet it were a Misfor- 
* tune no way comparable to that of daſhing 
* the Ship againſt the Rock. And what Shij- 
* wrack the Storms which ſome. Zealots a» 
© mong us are ever upon the leaſt Alteration. 
* of that Rigging (though upon the juſteſt 
* Reafons ) raiſing, may occaſion, God only 
* knows, it he that ſtills the Raging of the Seaz 
© does not quiet the Madneſs of the People, ——— 
© Why might not things be ſo tempered, 
* the Church of England, by hearkening to/ 


Ll 
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© Rebatement of Di/putable Things, and ( all 
© along ) offenſive Rites and Ceremonies , be- 
© come more enlarged , and ſettled upon a 
© firmer Baſis and more tried Foundation? Al- 
* though I have ſome good reaſon to know, 
© and believe (and therefore do I ſpeak) that 
* many of onr Diffenting Brethren be of 
: Mephiboſheth's mind, That it the Proteſtant 


© Religion may be ſecured, the King and King- 


* dom ſetled in Peace, they are contented the 
© Ziba's ſhould rake all; they grudge not at 
* their Preferments and Dignities. ——- But why 
* ſhould we emvy our Brethrens ſitting at the 


* ſame Table, when we have all the [ame Faith, 


* the ſame Father, the ſame Baptiſm, and the 
* ſame hope of our Calling ? Or, Is there no re- 
- gard to be had unto the tender Conſciences of 


© Conformiſts , who rather than violate the 


© Peace, or break the Unity of the Church, 
© have a long time laboured under an heavy bu;r- 
© then ? T wiſh there may not be the ſame rea- 
© ſon to believe now, what a Reverend Doctor 
* and Dignitary of the Church hath ſome 
© Years fince declared unto the World, That 
© they ſeem riſolued to break all in pieces, and h:- 
© 2ard our Religion, and lt theſe ſad effefts, our 
© Diviſions, ſtill continue, than to abate their Ri- 
© pour in Impoſing, what they may Lawfully Alter 
© and Aboliſh. The Old Leven could not be 


_ © purged out all at once ; and therefore ſeveral 


© of the greateſt Prelates in Queen Elizabeth's 
© Days endeavoured to proceed in that-work z 
© but Satan hindred them; and, he that hath let, 
E till lets; yea, that Myer of Iniquity will 


s - * work, 
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* work , till i: be taken out of the way, ——— 
* While our Dzſcipline hath been very quick- 
* ſighted in matters of Conformity as to the 
* {malleſt Ceremonies, it hath been comparative- 
*ly dull in hearing, 'and flow in fpying the 
* greateſt Immoralities. —— We ſhould all fit 
* under our Vimes and Fig-trees, leading a 
: peacenble and quiet life, when once theſe Apples 
* of Strife ( which, they ſay, grow upon a 
© Tree that is neither Good nor Evil) become 
* Forbidden Fruit, Huac ilie = | 


Thus, Reader, T am fo far from able to 
brag; with old Epicuras, of not having in all 
my' Writings Quored any oze ſingle Authority 
out of any Pook whatſoever, that (although 
I have not, as Pineda did in his Monarchia Ec- 
_ eleſiaſtica, Cited One thouſand and forty Au- 
chors ) I doubt I have brought ſome Quorations, 
enough offenſive to ſome that have more of 
Epicurus than of Feſus Chriſt in their Divinity ; 
and that {tick at nothing to maintain their Ec- 
cleſraſtical Monarchy. But as Mr. Samuel Bolde 
( a Conformiſ® ) hath reported , - That a 
Church-Warden having Prefented a Perſon 
unto the Ecclefraftical Court, one 1n the Court 
immediacely applied himfelf unto the Repiſfer, 
ſaying, I/hat do you mean? You'll ſpoil all ; for 
this Gentleman s ONE OF US; be will 
(wear and be Drunk as well as the BEST 
O F US: Say you fo, quoth the Regiſter, 
Then the Caſe is altered ; and immediately cal- 
yung the Church-/arden, he told him, he was a 
10/6 irpudeut and villanous Rakehel to Preſent fo 
| = | worthy 


i 
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worthy a Gentleman, and chid him ſharply for 
it. Even fo, ſten we Nonconformiſts meet 


with any man who deſires the Reformation of 


the Church, to be carried on by the Rules of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the Bleſſed men that 
firſt attempted it, intended it; or, wha carries 
the heart of a true Enpg/ſhman in him, for the 
Conſtitution of the Stare, with the Principles 
which alone can maintain the late happy Re- 
volution; or who is for Government without 
Slavery, 1n Spirituals or Temporals; we mult be 
excuſed if we preſently cry out, This is O N E 
OF US; and though he may be a Conformsſt, 
yet make bold freely to Quote him as O U R 
OW N. For I do again ſay, the difference 
between us will, by a wonderful Work of 
Heaven upon the Nation, be quickly taken 


* 


away ; Ridley and Heoper will quickly ſhake 


Hands ; and-our Brethren | for we are Brethren | 
among the Conformable in the Church of 
England, will now. quickly come to ſpeak the 
Language exemplified in the Citations thus 
made from {ome of them : They will ſpeak 
as the Learned Crakenthorp did for the Puritans 
in the former Age, I» Do&rina & Fidei Ortho- 
doxa profeſſione Di/cordia inter nos nulla; Hie 
integra; in Ritibus & Dilſciplind, Diſcrimen fe- 
rendum, utrique Scimus. We are one in Faith, 
and it's no matter whether we be one in Rye 
or no. Yea, they will ſpeak it in ſo general 
and fo prevailing a Note, That the wicked 
who will be grieved at it, ſhall guaſh their teeth 
and melt away : Nor ſhall the Sons of Pro- 
cruſtes be able to hinder this "TY of 

| Man- 
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Mankind unto its Liberty, That part of the 
Engliſh Nation which values its true Engliſh Li- 
berty (for which, if the Heavens were Parch- 
ment, and the Seas were Ink, as the Rabbi lays, 
they would not ſuffice to write the juſt Praiſes 
of God ), I ſay, that part of the Engliſh Na- 
rion, will not much longer permit the trueſt 
_ Friends of ' Evpliſh Liberty to be ſuppreſſed , 
Abuſed, and Incapacitated, merely tq pleaſe 
the Humours of a Fa#io:, who have always 
done all they can to betray that Engliſh Liber- 
ty. A glorious King will ſet himſelf to put an, 
effefFual ſtop unto the Profanity and Immorality 
which have depraved the Kingdoms; and he will 
unite the Beſ/# People in the Nation, to aſhit that 
Beſt of Undertakings. A Senator invited 
Auguſtus Ceſar unto a Feaſt 5 whereto as the 
Emperor was coming, he heard - an horrid 
cry of a wretched man, whom he ſaw a Com- 
pany dragging after them : The Emperor de- 
manding the cauſe of that Violence, it was 
anſwered, Their Maſter bad Condemned him tothe 
Fiſh-ponds for Breaking a Glaſs which he ſet a 
 bigh Value upon 3 whereupon he Commanded a 
ſtay of the Execution, until he arrived at the 
Houſe of the Senator ; where the Senator 
ſhewed him a Room well furniſhed with Gla/- 
ſes, whereof he Valued ſome at the Price of a 
_ Province: The Emperor ſaw they were pretty 
things, but he ſaw that they were likely to be 
the cauſe of abundance of Miſchief, and 
therefore uttering that Expreſſion Better all 
theſe periſh than 02 an, he preſently broke them 


all to Paeces. 
Our 


and Nonconformity. 107 


Our Cz/ar, and the moſt powerful Friends 
of our Ceſar, will ſhortly paſs the like righte- 
ous Doom upon thoſe wretched things, which 
by being made rhe Terms of Communion, have 
really proved the Grounds of Separation between 
the Beſ# People ii ihe Nation. Such they have 
really proved, and ſuch they will 1, and ever 
prove, until Men are fo #iſe and Fuſt, as to 
take them away : For 'tis truly obſerved by a 
Perſon of no mean conideration , and of ſome 

Conformity too , That ſhould the Nation be at once 
emptied of one whole Generation of Nonconformiſts, 

fo long as the reading of the Bible is ſuffered, ano- 
ther will unavoidably and immediately ſpring up. 
But when this Day of Coalition ſhall come, it 
will bring on the moſt glorious Times that 
ever aroſe upon the Entliſh Horizon ; and as 

' the Curſeof our JESUS willfall, as it hath 

| already fallen, upon the Perfons and Houſes | 
of them who have aſſay'd the rebuilding of 
the. 0/4 Romiſh Fericho , which hath been fo 

far there demoliſhed ; fo in the room thereof 
there ſhall be introduced a New TFeruſalem. 
TH E N, the Dukes of Edom ſhall be amazed. 
And that in this ExpeQation allo, I may noc 
feem-carried away with mere Fanatici/ and 
Enthuſiaſm, I will take the leave to make one 
Quotation more from a Conformable Divine : 
Tis Dr. Drue Creſſener, who in the Year 1687. 
upon the Occaſion of thelate King's Declaration 
for Liberty of Conſcierice, wrote the following 
words: The preſent Revolutions, I look upon to 
be the beginning of the Preparations for the Uni- 
werſal Kingdom of Chriſt upon the Earth. What- 


[e oever 
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ſoewer others 12ay intend or deſign by the Liberty 
of Conſcience, 1 cannot believe that it will ever 
be recalld in England as long as the World ſtands. 
The next Year ſeems in all probability to be a Year of 
Wonders, for the Recovery of the Church. = And 
I ſend you the News of a continual Increaſe of the 
flouriſhing State of the Church wery ſhortly to begin, 
and to continue unto the End of the World. In fine, 
As the firſt pretended Statute that ever was in 
England, for the wvexing of Chriſtians on the 
account of Religion , by the colour whereof 
_ the Brjſhops committed great Oppreflions and 
Cruelties, was one that never paſs'd the Houſe 
of Commons , but the Houſe of Commons 1n the 
next Parliament , with the concurrence of the 


Kino, vehemently proteſted againſt it, albeit- | 


the then Biſhop of London, with the help of the 
other Prelates, found a way unjuſtly to ſuppreſs 
and conceal the Rewocation of that pretended 
Statute ; fo it may be hoped our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt will bleſs the Nation with Parliaments 
| that ſhall reſtrain a Corrupt Clergy, not only 
from vexing of Chriſtians on the account, of 
Religion, but alſo from topping any more the 
progrels of Religion in the Nation. T H E N, 
Thus ſaith the Lord God, concerning E, DOM; 
The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee ; thou 
whoſe habitation is high, that ſaith in his heart, 
IWho ſhall bring me down to the ground ? Tho thou 
exalt thy ſelf as the eayle, and tho thou ſet thy neſt 
among the ſtars, thence will I bring thee down, 
ſaith the Lord, Saviours ſhall come upon mount 
Zion, to judge the mount of Eſau , and the king- 
doms ſhall be the Lerds, What ſhall I ſlay 4 The 

| Spirit 
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Sjirit of Chriſt ſent forth at the Reformation, 


an Hundred and fourſcore Years ago, carried 


back ſome Advice, That the Deluge of Popiſh 


Tznorance, . and Wickedneſs, and Wretched- - 


neſs, was abated from off the earth. But that 
Spirit 1s going to be again ſent forth, and it 
will remain here, without leaving this, woful 
World, as it hath heretofore done ; for behold, 
The face of the earth will quickly be dry before it. 
Then the Spirit of Chriſt ſhall no longer be re- 
markably diftinguiſh'd from the Spirit of rhe 
Church ; and Luther's Complaint ſhall no more 
be made, Swunt nunc homines, magis vindifte cu- 
pidi, magis avari, magis ab omni miſericordia re- 
mots, magis immodeſti, & indiſciplinati, multoque 
deteriores, quam fuerunt ſub Papatu. - 


S$. 13. Indeed thoſe Diſpenſations of Hea- 


ven that ſhall bring on the Reformation and the. 


Reſurrefion of the-European Churches, can be 
no other than Conſtellations of Miracles. But 
fear not, O ye Diſciples, whoſe Faith is 
almoſt ſunk in the Storms which threaten to 
overwhelm that Bark which hath the Intereſts 
of One infinitely greater than Ceſar in the 
bottom of it: An Age of Miracles is now 
dawning. upon the World ; and 


Flufuat , at nunquam mergitur illa ratis, 


Praper Miracles were continued in the Church 
of God, for Two or Three Hundred Years 
together , even until the Antichriſtian Apoſtacy 
was come on to ſome extremity. And whether 
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there may not be a Return of thoſe powers of 
the world to come, when the Apoſtacy ſhall be 
over, is known unto the Lord of that world. 


\ Such Miracles have been lately wrought, more 


than two or three of them, in the. City of 
Londen, as well as elſewhere : Perſons who 
have had their Limbs miſerably disjointed, 
Perſons that have had inveterate Palſzes, incu-. 


rable Fiſtulaes, deſperate Leprofies ; theſe Per- 
ſons, as they have been reading the Ancient 


Miracles of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , the Spirit 
of Chriſt hath wonderfully given them the 
Faith of his doing the like for them ; and be- 
hold! they have to the aſtoniſhment of Man- 
kind, been by the like Miracles perfealy and 
preſently recover'd out of all their Maladies. 
If the Relations and Evidences that we have 
of theſe Great Things had not been inconteſta- 
ble, I would not have ciention'd them : Naw 
ſay I, That the Lord's Name ( thatis, his Chriſt ) 
is near, his wondrous works declare, T make no 
doubt that theſe may be Symbolical Repreſen- 
cations and Exbivitions of the Great Things 
which the Miraculozs Providence of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt is going to do for his People in the 


World. After a very deliberate Meditation 
and Inquitition upon the Divine Oracles, and 
after urmoit Application ro thoſe Methods by 
which ons may arrive to any underſtanding in 
the Times, I co humbly athrin, Thar we may 
underitand vy Books the Number of Years allagted 
for the Church's lying under i;s De/ol::0as, to 
be very near unto its Accompliſhncnt. And 

this Book of mine does now appear among 
YOU, 
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you , ye faithful People of God, with Good 
' Tidings of great Foy , even the Tidings of a 
R EV O CU T 10 N anda REFOR- 
MATION at the very Door, which will 
be vaſtly more wonderful than any of the De- 
lruerances yet ſeen by the Church of God from 
the beginning of the World. Yea, if this 
Book were capable of carrying the Advice as 
far as the Voice of the Seventh Apocalyprical 
Trumpet ( which we way be ſure muſt ſound 
quickly ) ſhall be extended, it ſhould carry this 
Advice, The Kingdom of God 1s at hand. The 
preciſe Year for the great Revolution, T do not 
pretend ſo much as to conjefure; but that the 
Time is at hand , I venture to utter as a thing 
beyond Conjefture, We all know , Glorious 
things are ſpoken of thee, O thou city of God ! I 
ſay not that theſe things will come on without 
fuch horrible Commoticns, and Concuffions, 
and Confulions , that mens hearts every where 
ſhall fail them for fear, and for looking after thoſe 
things woich are coming on theearth, 'The mighty 
Angels of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will make 
their deſcent , and fet the World a rrembling. 
at the Approaches of their Almighty Lord : 
They will ſhake Churches, and ſhake Nations, 
and ſhake Empires , and ſhake mighty King- 
doms, and. ſhake once more not Farth only, but 
' Heaven alſo. Ad the Great SW O R D fore- 
told by La&tantius, to fall from Heaven to Earth, 
when the Lord of the Celeſtial Armies is at hand, 
will fill both Pages of all Gazerres with Armies, 
and Campaigns, and Sieges, and horrendous De- 


ſolations. But this is to be expected, Thar 
| the 


. 
CES EN Rte "Oe CO PE Tn Pr i Oe OO rune 29" OP OI POE "CNN "Y PT WR 
o * Rl $5408 9 ? _— y % on mens It SY NY Ht 
b E Tr - at 4 3 4 FY g 
s = Wc "— ee i Ve4 nt, Hog A: Io ow <li re” hk . Singers, > 72% A NETS TJ 
* 4 


4 Kath 
” wg We Ms Ade re earn eo RIO. os 4 gms 


ate> "Ah; ——M on WY - 
97 ESE CEE IS A ng WBBot 7 RE «RIBS > PR; oy _ —_—_— 


= 3 FY 


- F > 
CS 1! 
th 4 53 
K- 
a_— "+ es 3 SE ao ama, ttc , 
fe _—_— , 
EY ; 


i1i2 A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 


the Day is at hand, when the kingdoms of this 


world ſhall become the mn of our Lord, and 


of his Chriſt: Even the Day when Rome, with 
all its Unreformable Adherents and Supporters, 
will not only ſee fulfill'd the Prophecy of her 
own Iriſh Malachi, Civitas Septi-collis diruetur , 
& Judex tremendus judicabit populurs ſuum ; but 
ſhall alſo ſuffer all the Plagaes threatned her # 
a more ſure word of prophecy, And ſhall not an 
early and an happy Share in the Holy Changes 

that are coming upon the World, be enjoy'd_ 
by Great Britain, the Iſland which was irra- 
diated with the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſeveral Years before the chiefeſt Pre- 
tenders of St. Perer's being at Rome, durſt pro-. 
poſe his Arrival there, even according to the 


Allertion of the Ancient Gildas, Tempore ut 
ſeimps ſummo Tiberii Caeſaris, Radios ſuos primum 


mdulget, id eſt, pracepta , Chriſtus: We know 
Chriſt granted his Rays to this Land firſt, in 
the latter end of Tiberizs Ceſar , whole laſt 


Year was the Thirty ſeventh of our Lord ? 
_ *Fhere 15 no little reaſon fo be given for ſuch an 


hope. The Omnipotent Lord Jeius Chriſt, who 
manages the Iſles as a wery little thing , even as 
a Man docs the Sp:tzle in his Mouth [ for fo 
the Seventy render that Paſſage ] giving it 
whatever Turn, and whatever Caſt he pleaſeth, 
hath marvellous Things to do M Great Britain; 
yea , upon thoſe INands his people ſhall renew 
their ſfrength ; and the unreaſonable and Schil- 
matical TESTS that have enieebled them, 
will be taken off. Now as Fudas Maccabens, 
after the Prophanation of thz Ado/aical San- 

— &uary 
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cuary by Antiochus [who ſome ſay was the 


firſt that ever invade Liberty of Conc caence, and 


I add, a Type of the Loft; | for Twelve hun- 
dred and ſixty Natural Days , then ſpent Th:rty 
Days in the Purification of the Temple, and 


ſpent Forty five Days more to prepare all things 
or the Dedication of it ; ſo 'tis not improba- 
ble, that when the Twelve hundray and ſixty 
Years of Antichriſt are out, there may go ſome 
Years to ſweep and cleanſe the Church, of ma- 
ny wrong things that are crept into it ; and 
then comes the Enxd, which bleſſed is he that 


waits and comes unto. But the Days of Purifica- 


tion are haſtning upon the Church , wherein 
the Temple will be ſwept and cleanſed from the 
things that have hitherto defiled it ; and tho' 
there ſhould then be found in Erglend particu- 
larly, any conſiderable Perſons guilty of Fe- 


rows fault, who undertook the Patronage of . 


_ the Abuſes in the beginning of the Fifth Cen- 
fury , againſt which Vigilantius appeared, and 
who beſtow'd the name of Dormitanrizes, with 
other baſe and bad Language upon that ar 
of God ; yet ſuch vigilant Servants of God, as 
become vigorous Reformers of the Abuſes now 
prevailing, ſhall be gloriouſly proſpered. Sirs! 
You are not now to be diſcourag'd with an 
Abi in cellam, & dic, miſerere mei Deus : "T's 


Time for you to be at work, even at the Work of . 


publiſhing to the Church of God, thoſe Prin- 
ciples of Evangelical Truth, whereto it ſhould 


be more conformed. Let the Witneſſes of our 


Lord, who have hitherto been Preaching un- 


der the Crof, now fet themſelves to extraordi- 


H nary 
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nary Prayer, with Faſtmg, like the Devotions, 

of Daniel before the Lord ; and in the folemn- 

eſt way often reſigning themſelves up to the 

Holy Spirit of God, that being poſſeſſed by 

him, they may be fitted for, and uſed in the 

moſt eminent Services : Let them then ſtudy 

what Serwices they would have the Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt at kis coming, find them engaged in. 

' You are going to drop off your Sackeloth, ye 

Eljahs; the O14 Cloaths of the Wilderneſs will 

7 be taken from you iooner than you are aware 

| and you ſhall have the garment of praiſe for the 
ſpirit of heawineſs. 

- If Luther , with the other Heroes of his 

FY Time, had been apprehenſive that the Time ap- 

pointed for making better and hotter Batteries 

than thoſe which Huſ and others had an Hun- 

dred Years before made upon the Romiſh Ba- 

» bylon, was come on, what Security would have . 

been added unto their Magnanimity ? 


E/? wventura Dies » Roma qua ſubruat Arces; | 
Jam quaſſe nutant Turres, Lapſumque minantur. 


The Con formiſts Reaſons for 
_ bearing and joining with the 
Nonconformiſts. 


H E ſame Reaſons which oblige 
Perſons to hear and join with 
us, oblige us alſo co take all Op- 
portunities of hearing and join- 

ing with the Nonconformiſts, they being Mi- 

niſters of Chrift, having due Call and Autho- 

rity from him to preach the Goſpel. The 

Church hath real need of their Labours, their 

Miniſtry is hated by Satan and his Inftru- 

ments ; they are duly ſubject to the higher 

Powers, and are protected by the Law of the 

Land in the courſe of their Miniſtry, and are 

a conſiderable part of- that ſame Church of 

England, which His preſent Majeſty under God 

is Supreme Governor of, according to the old 

Oath of Supremacy, and the 37:4 Article of 

the Church of Ernpland. 

2. Thoſe Words of our Saviour's take place 
nere . Ft that is not againſt Us, 15 07 Our part, 
| Mark 9. 40. The Nonconformilts really are 
not againſt us, therefore they are on our part. 

The Scope and Drift of their Miniſtry is to 


H 2 win 
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vin Souls, not to this or that Se&, but to 
Chrilt ; to teach them their Duty to God, 
and to His preſent Majeſty, as ſole Supreme 
under God, and the common Center of Ca- 
cholick Unity in theſe Nations. They are 
truly tender of our Miniſtry , rejoice in our 
Labours, and in the Gifts and Graces of, able 
and faichful Conformiſts, rebuke Backbiters 
and Vilifyers of our Miniſtry; and as they 
have opportunity , fome of them hear and 

join with us and our Churches. 
3. In the time of the late King Fames the. 
Church of England did confeſs its Error in 
being ſevere to the Nonconformiſts. This is | 
plain from a certain Pamphlet publiſhed in the 
jate King's Reign, entituled, A Letter to a 
| Diffcnter, upon occaſion of his Majeſty's late pract- 
ous Declaration of Indulgence. The Words there- 
of, paze 8. are theſe following ; The Church of 
England conwinced of its Error in being ſevere to 
you ; the Parhament , whenever it meeteth , will 
ſure be gentle to. you; the next Heir bred in the 
Countrey which you have [o often quoted for a Pa- 
tern of Indulgence: A general Agreement of all 
thinking Men, that we muſt no more cut our ſelves 
off from the Proteſtants abroad, but rather enlarge 
the Foundations upon which we are to build our 
Defences againſt the commm Enemy ; ſo that in 
truth all things ſeems to conſpire to give you Eaſe 
ad Satisfatiom, &c. This is to be looked up- 
on as the general Senſe of the Conforming 
Nobility, Gentry, Commonalty, and CETBYs 
in the time of the late King's Reign : for 1o 
really it was, as 15 well known. Now "oy 
ng 
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the Church of Ezgland doth confeſs its Error 
towards the Diflenters, and to have erred not 
in ſome ſlight and trivial Matters, but in Mat- 
ters touching the Foundation; and ſees a ne- 
ceflity of enlarging its Foundations, and con- 
ſequently of taking in the Nonconformilts, 
and making them conſtituent Parts of the 
Church with her ſelf. Eicher then (the Non- 
conformiſts are upon one and the ſame Foun- 
dation with our ſelves, or they deſerve to be ; 
and it is through no fault of theirs that they 
are not: Being upon the ſame Foundation, 
we cannot be againſt their Miniſtry and Meet- 
ings, but we muſt needs be againſt our own, 
and overthrow the Common Proteſtanc 
Cauſe, Religion, and Intereſt in this Nation, 
and conſequently in all other Nations and 
Countries, what in us lies; and in being for 
their Miniſtry, we are for our own. 
4. Theſe Scriptures ſet rogether , prove it a 


_ Duty, viz. Hear, and your ſoul ſhall live, Ila. 55.2. 


Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am 1 in the midſt of them, Mat. 18. 20. 


I charge thee before God and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of [eaſon, 


2 Tim. 4. 1,2. Thorgh I be free from all men, 
yet hawe I made my ſelf ſeruant unto all, that 1. 
might gain the more: And unto the fews I be- 
came as a few, that 1 might' gain the Tews ; to 
them that are under the law, as under the law, 
that I might gain them that are under the law ; to 
them that are without law, as without law, ( be- 
ing not without law to God, but under the law to 
Chriſe ) that ] might gain them that are without 
| - Ip law : 
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law : To the weak became I as weak, that I might 
gain the weak. Iam made all things to all men, 
that I might by all means ſave ſome: And this I 
do for the goſpe's ſake, 1 Cor. 9. 19, 20, 21, 


5. The Communion of Saints is a principal 
Part of the Catechiſm, and of the common 
Creed of Chriſtendom ; it is a Fundamental in 
true Religion, molt frequently repeated in all 
Conforming Congregations. Now we do 
not duly believe and practiſe this Fundamen- 
tal, unleſs we hear and join with the /Non- 
conforming Brethren in the Word, and Prayer, 
and Sacraments, as we have Call and Oppor- 
cunity, they being viſible Saints, and there 
being nothing in their way of Worſhip, but 


what is either laudable or tolerable: God 
doth own and approve their Miniſtry and 
4 Meetings, and 15 graciouſly preſent with them. 


Objections Anſwered, 


_ Oz. r.' The Diſlenters refuſe Subjection to 
the Governors of the Church of England, and 
therefore it cannot be ſafe for us to hear and 
join with them. An/w. This is plainly not 
true; for under God His preſent Majeſty js 
ſole Supreme Governor of the Church of Eng- 
land, raling all Eſtates according to Laws 
enacted by common Conſent in Parliament ; 


witneſs the old Oath of Supremacy, and the. 


37th Article of the Church of Exgland, in. 
theſe words, The King's Majeſty bath the chief 
Power in this Realm of England , and other hu 

Damimiuns. 
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Domimionss Unto whom , the chief Government 
of all Eſtates of this Realm, whether they be Fc- 
cleſiaſtical or Civil, in all Caufes doth appertain, 
and is not, nor ought to be (uvjec} to any Foreign 
Fariſdiftion. The Diſſenting Miniſters pgene- 
rally ſabſcribe this Article ; and it is notorious 
that they are duly ſubje& to His preſent Ma- 
jeſty, pray heartily for him, pay Taxes, bear 
all legal Charges, and are more upright and 
cordial to the preſent Government, than many 
of the Conformiſts are. If you deny His 
preſent Majeſty to be chief Governor of the _ 
Church of England, you then bring in the Pa- 
pacy, and unhinge the Government. 


Obj. 2. Thongh the King be Supreme Go- 
vernor by the Sword, yet Biſhops are Supreme 
Governors of the Church of E»2land by the 
Word. Anſw. Biſhops have no Authority 'but | 
what is miniſterial and ſubordinate, and there- 
fore they cannot be Supreme Governors : 
They are under Law to God, and they arc 
under Law to the King as God's Vicegerent. 
If you ſuppoſe them Supreme Governors of the 
Church of En9/and, you ſuppoſe them Popes, 
that 15, Antichriſtian Prelates, exalcting them- 
ſelves above God, and above the King his 
Vicegerent. Abiathar the High-Prielt was not 
Superior to, nor Co-ordinate with King Solo- 
2101, ' but his Subje&, and therefore for his 
Crime was juſtly depoſed by him, and Zadock 


put in his room. 


Ha -: Ob; 


I 20 I he Conformiſts Reaſons ſor 


Obj. 3. The Diſſenting Miniſters have not 
juit and valid Ordination, as being Ordained 
by meer Presbyters without a Biſhop. Anſw. 
God hath no where declared that there cannot 
be juſt and valid Ordination without a Biſhop, 
and therefore the contrary Doctrine mult 
needs be Erroneous. Accordingly all true 
Proteſtants own and approve Ordination by 
Presbyters without a Biſhop, ( as is uſed in 
the Dutch, Helwetian, French, and New-Eng- 
Iznd Churches ) to be juſt and valid, and not 
defective in any thing abſolutely neceſſary. 
The Church } of England doth not allow the 
Orcdination of Presbyters by a Biſhop only, 
without the preſence and concurrence of co- 
atliftane Presbyters, who do equally Impoſe 
_ Hands with the Biſhop : And the Presbyteri- 
ans do not allow Ordination by all Presbyters 
promiſcuouſly, but only by Senior Presbyters, 
{uch as for their Age , Experience, Gravity, 
Wiſdom , Miniſterial Ability and Fidelity , 
and exemplary Vertues, are Heads and Chief 
Men among them, and a kind of Fachers to 
the Younger Sort, "The principal thing 1n a 
Miniſter of Chriſt, is not External Ordinati- 
on, but Miniſterial Ability and Fidelity ; Ex- 
ternal Ordination 1s not principal but ſubſer- 
vient : And where 1s Minifterial Ability and 
Fidelicy, with the conſent and liking of the 
People. and the protection and countenance 
or permifiion of the Magiſtrate, wich Impoſi- 
tion- of Hands, and Fafting and Prayer by 
_ Senjor Miniſters of known Wiſdom, Gravi- 
tY, 
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ty, Piety, and exemplary Vertue and Ability; 
' either this is juſt and valid Ordination, or 
there is no ſuch thing as Ordination, neither 
Can it be declared what it is. Now this is the 
Ordination in uſe among the Diſſenters. And 
indeed able and faithful Presbyters are, ac- 
cording to Scripture-phraſe, Bithops ; 4&s 20 
17, 38. 0. 1.1.3 #87. 74. I 


Obj. 4. We who are Conforming Miniſters 
cannot hear and join with the Nonconfor- 
miſts without breach of our Oath of Cano- 
nical Obedience to the Ordinary. 4/2. That 
Oatn binds us but to obey the Ordinary in 
things lawful and honeſt: And to hear and 
Join with the Nonconformiſts as we have op- 
portunity, 1s neither againſt Law nor Honeſty, 
but rather Jaudable, pleaſing to God, profita- 
- ble co the Soul, and the true way of Peace. 
The Ordinary is not Supreme, but an Officer 
appointed by the King and State touching 
Church-matters, he is under Law to God, 
and to the King and State : It he enjoin or 
forbid us any thing contrary to Law, we owe 
him no Obedience. Our Oath to him binds 
us to no new Duty, but only binds us more 
{iritly to do what we had been bound by the 
Law to do, in caſe we had not taken that 
Oath. The ſame Supreme Authority which 
makes the Ordinary, and gives him limited 
Power over us, doth declare in the Preamble 
of the late Act for Toleration, that the Liber- 
ty now enjoyed by the Nonconformiſts, may 
be an effettual means to unite His Majeſ?y's Pro» 
| 2 teſt ant 
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teſtant Subjefts in Intereſt and Aﬀetion. Now 
our hearing and joining with the Nonconfor- 


_ | miſts, is a countenancing of them, and of 


their preſent 'Liberty , and conſequently it 
tendeth to the Union of Proteſtants in In- 
tereſt and Aﬀection, in the Judgment of the 
King, and of both Houſes of Parliament , 
and conlequently of the Ordinary himſelf ; 
for by the Ordinary is meant the Biſhop of 


the Dioceſs, who is one of the Houſe of 


Lords, and fo hath a hand in making the 


Law. How can we difobey the Biſhop by 


hearing and joining with thoſe Men, unto 
whom the Biſhop himſelf, as a Member of-/ 
the Houſe of Lords, doth: by his conſent to 
the Act of Parliament, give free Liberty, as 
an effetual means of uniting Proteſtants in 


Intereſt and Afﬀection, and exempteth them 
from all Penalties, and from being proſecuted 


in any Eccleſiaſtical Court, for or by reafon 
of Nonconforming to the Church of 'Eng- 


5 land 2 | 


_ 0hj. 5. The Nonconformiſts are againſt all 
Church-Government by Biſhops; and there 
can be no Church without a Biſhop. Az/w. 


The Nonconformiſts are not againſt all 


Church-Government by Biſhops , for they 
have long deſired that famous Archbiſhop 
Uſher's Model of Church-Government by 
Biſhops and Presbyters might be eſtabliſhed 
among us. But hitherto they could not oÞ- 
tain It, for there are a Party of Men in the 
Nation, fome Clergy and ſome Laity, by 

Pro- 
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Profeflion Proteſtants, whom the Piety and 


and Biſhop Hall, doth greatly offend, and can 
| by no means pleaſe. A limited Epiſcopacy 
the Nonconformiſts generally are not againſt ; 
try and ſee if they will not accent and wil- 
lingly Conform to Archbiſhop Uſher's Model. 
That there may be a Church without a Bi- 
ſhop, 1s plain from the Dutch, Helwverian, Pro- 
teftant French Churches, and thoſe in New- 
England. There is alſo the univerſal CEurch 
on Farth, and' yet no one univerſal Paſtor 
and Biſhop on Earth. The Pope indeed claims 
eo be ſo, but for that he is by Proteſtants juſtly 
charged with Antichriſtian Pride and Ambi- 
tion. There is alſo the Church of England, 
as compriſing all the Chriſtian People in Eng- 
land ; but no one Man is univerſal Biſhop to 
all the Chriſtian People in England, nor are 
all the Biſhops put together Governors of the 
Church of England, but they are fubje&t to 
the King, and Governed by Laws made by 
the King and Parliament, as hath been de- 
clared ; and therefore it is not true that there 
can be no Church withour a Biſhop. The 
Church conſiſteth by Chriſtian Faith, Hope, 
and Love, not as excluſive of Paſtors and Mi- 
niſters, but as ſuppoſing and including them 
as God's Inſtruments for begetting and finiſh- 
ing theſe heavenly Graces: And nothing hin- 
ders but that able and faithful Presbyters may 
be inſtrumental in God's Hands for begetting 
and finiſhing theſe heavenly Graces in thou- 


ſands of Sous, yea and much better than 


ſome 


Moderation of ſuch Biſhops as Biſhop Uſher 
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{ſome Biſhops, ſuch as either cannot, or will 
not Labour in the Word and Dodtrine ; Po- 
piſh Biſhops, who are Idolaters, and ſuch 
other as ſeek themſelves and not the things of 


(30d. 


 Obj. 6. The Nonconformiſts have no Ce- 
remonies in their way of Worſhip. Anſw. 
Yes, but they have two Ceremonies of ' God's 
own Ordaining, Baptiſm and the Inſtitution 
of Bread and Wine; and if God had not 
thought theſe two enough, he could eaſily 
have Ordained more; but he thought good to 
Ordain no more, and it muſt needs be a wiſe 


and ſafe way to keep to God's Ordinance. 


Obj. 75. The Nonconformiſts have no pub- 
lick Liturgy, that is, no ftinted Form of Pub- 
lick Prayer and Adminiſtration of Sacraments. 
Znſw. You will give the Miniſter leave to 
chuſe his Text, and compoſe and methodiſe 
115 Sermon ; Why can you not allo leave him 


to perform the other part of Miniſterial Of- 


fce , rcſpefting Prayer , Thankſgiving , and 
the Sacraments, by a ſtinted Form or not, as 
he himſelf is beſt able and thinks moſt meet ? 
{t his Words be grave, found, ſcriptural, pi- 
ous, ſuited to common Edification , though 
not to each ones Fancy, your Duty is to mind 
your Heart, to purify that from Pride and 
carnal Prejudice, and evil Thoughts, and af- 
{=tionately to concur and join in all the Ser- 
vice, and be thankful. It is very deſirable 
that all Miniſters were of ſuch Abilities, and 


as - 
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at all times ſo prompt and full, as to need no 
ſtinted Form 1n publick ; let thoſe who are fo 
able, not be abridged of their Liberty beyond 
their own Choice and Chriſtian Prudence. 
The Nonconformiſts keep to Chriſt's own 
Words in the At of Baptiſm, and they re- 
_ cite the Words of Chriſt touching the Lord's 
Supper, and they keep to a ſtinted Form in 
Singing Pſalms, and they read God's own 
Word ,in their Affemblies ; and if they be 
able to Preach, they are able to Pray, and to 
ſuit their Prayer to the Edification of that 
People over whom they are fet, and to whom 
they Miniſter. And therefore this can be no 
juſt Exception ; they think they have much 
more reaſon to except againſt our way, as be- 
ing too much in ſtinted Forms. : 
Obj. 8. We who are Conformiſts, cannot 
hear and join with the Nonconformiſts with- 


out condemning our own way. An{w. It 


doth not follow, that becauſe our Way is 
' good, therefore their Way is not good ; for 
as to external Modes, and Forms, and Things 
circumfrantial , Siſter-Churches, and Nezgh- 
bour- Congregations may differ, and yet both 


be ood and lawful. Twenty Miniſters at 


the fame time in diſtant Congregations may 
hit upon the ſame Text, and deliver the fame 
ſubſtantial Dodqtrine, and yer their Words and 


Method 'and Compolure may wonderfully 


vary, and all may be good and uſeful, and 


God more glorified by ſuch Variety, than 


otherwiſe. Moſt conforming Congregations 
have 
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have no Organs ; ſome have ; muſt therefore 
one of the two neceſlarily be bad and damna- 
ble?. The' Churches in Hoiland, the Churches 
in Heltovetia and GneUa, the Churches N Den- 
mark, and in New-Enpland, the Proteſtant 
French Churches, have different Ways, and 
Modes, and Forms , as to external Worſhip. 
If one be good , mult we therefore condemn 
all the reſt as ſinful 2 What is ſinful and for- 
bidden by God, we may in no wiſe conform 
tw ; but what is neither preciſely commanded, 
nor preciſely torbidden by God, may be done 
or not done, according as Chriſtian Prudence 
ſhall dictace to be moſt conventent : In ſuch 
Cates and Matters we are after the Example 
of St. Paul to be all things to all Men; and if 
- we come to an Epiſcopal Church, do as they 
do; it we come to a Presbyterian Church, 
do as they do; according as Ambroſe adviled 
Auguſtine, Ad quaneunque eccleſtam veneris, ejus 
morem {erva, fi, &c. To what Church ſoever 
thou ſhalt come, obferve its way and manner, 
it thou wouldſt neither offend others, nor have 
others to offend thee. | 


Ob;j. 9. Tf the Nonconformiſts will preach 
17 the Church, I will readily hear them ; bue 
to hear them in Barns and private Houſes, and 

| the like places, I will not, I am againſt it. 
Anſw. We cannot follow a better Pattern than 
Chriit: Now he preached not anly 1n the 
Temple and Synagogue, but in private Hou- 
ſes, and ſometimes upon a Mountain, and by 


the Sea-lide out of a Ship, the People ſtanding 
._ *gpon . 
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upon-the Shore; aud he never declined Preach- 
ing to more or fewer in any convenient place 
ſuitable to the Occaſion. The places in which 
the Nonconformiſts preach, ſome of them are 
goodly Edifices, ſome of them are publick 
Chappels, the meaneſt of them are nor natu- 
rally indecent, they beſt ſuit with their Cir- 
 cumſtances ; and God being graciouſly preſent 
with them, the places where they aſſemble 
muſt needs be the Houſe of God, and the Gate of 
| Heaven, Gen. 28. 10, to 18. Get them free 
leave to exerciſe their Miniſtry in the Chur- 
ches, and they will willingly quit their Barns 
and other places; but if you exclude them 


from the Churches, you necefiitate them to. 


preach in other places; and by valuing the 


Word for the ſake of the Place, rather than. 


the Place for the ſake of the Word, you de- 
Clare that indeed you do not truly value God's 
Word. As it was no Shame to Chriſt to be 
born in a Stable, nor to his Virgin-Mother, be- 
cauſe it was not their Sin but their Calamity, 
but all the Shame was to thoſe that thruſt them 
into the Stable: ſo it is no Shame for God's 


Miniſters and People to worlhip him in a 


Barn, when they have no fitter Place to wor- 
ſhip God in ; but the Shame is to thoſe that 
might allow them better Places to worſhip 
God in, and will not, but thruſt chem into a 
Barn, and then make that a Cloak for their 
not hearing and joining with them. 


Obj. 10. There 


— 
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Obj. 10. There is no need of the Noncon= 
formiſts Preaching, it doth more hurt than 


_ good, it may better be ſpared, the Conformiſt 


Miniſters are full enow for the People of this 
Land. Anjw. T confeſs that if all Places 
throughout the Nation were ſupplied by able 
and faithful Conforming Miniſters, as ſome 


| are, there would not be ſuch need of the Non- 
_ conformilts Preaching as now there 1s ; but it. 


1s manifeſt to all diſcerning and impartial Chri- 
ftians, that though there is no want of Mini- 
ſters, yet there 1s great need of able, holy, pow- 
erful, painful and exemplary Miniſters in all 
the Dioceſles of England ; and pious Confor- 
miſts and Nonconformiſts Miniſters have need 
of each others Labours, and the more humble 
and faithfu! they are, the more ſenſible of it. 
Never to this day did the Church over-abound 
with able and faithful Preachers, nor will to 
the end of the World, while the Followers of 
Cain and Abel remain in the World; and many 
are called, but few choſen. Good Biſhop Hall 
would ule to ſay, You may as well complain 
of too many Stars in the Firmament, as of too 
many good Preachers in a County. 


Obj. 11. The late Ac of Toleration doth 


. only tolerate the Nonconformiſt Meetings, it 


doth not approve them. 4nſw. It is plain from 
the Preamble of the Ac, that it permits them 
as an effettual means to unite their Majeſt ies Prote- 


ſtant Subjetts im Intereſt and Aﬀetion ; and there- 


| fore 
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fore it muſt needs approve them. For nothing 
that is not good and laudable, and worthy to 
be approved, can be an effectual means of uni- 


ting Proteſtants in Intereſt and Aﬀection; fo | 


that the Nonconformilſts have as true Right to 
their places by the Law of the Land, as the 
Conformiſts have to theirs, they are both alike 
under His Majeſties Prote&ion, and do alike 


ſtand or fall with Him and His Govern- 


ment ; their Religion is one, they have the 
ſame common Enemy, and are like to be hap- 
py or miſerable, ſtrong or weak, according as 
they unite in God and His preſent Majeſty, or 
do not unite. by 


Obj. 12. The Diſſenting Meetings are not 


true viſible Churches of Chriſt. A»/w. The 


19th Article of the Church of E»g/and declares 


the wiſible Church of Chriſt to be a Congregation of 


faithful Men, in which the pure Word of God u 
preached, and the Sacraments be duly miniſtred ac- 
cording to Chrtſt”s Ordinance, in all thoſe things 
that of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame. Now 


che Diſſenting Meetings are viſibly ſuch Con- 


gregations, and therefore it is impoſflible that 
chey ſhould be heretical, ſchiſmatical, and lack- 
ing in any thing neceſlary to the being of crue 


vitible Churches of Chriſt. If we deny them 


to be true viſible Churches of Chriſt, we ſhall 


not be able to prove the Conformilt Churches 


true viſible Churches of Chriſt ; for my part I 
am not able, and I deſpair to fee it ſolidly and 
{criptucally proved by any other. 


I Obj. 12. 
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Obj. 13. Conforming and Nonconforming 
Churches are contradictorily-oppoſite, as Light 
and Darkneſs, Chriſt and Bekal, Heaven and 
Hell, and therefore both cannot be true 
Churches. Anſw. Such as conform to God's 
Word, and-ſach as do not conform to God's 
Word in the Subſtance and Foundation of Re- 
ligion, are contradictorily oppoſite, as Heaven 
and Hell, the Church of God and the Syna- 
gogue of Satan 5; but they who equally con- 
form to God's Law in the Subſtance and Foun- 
dation of Religion, and differ but about cir- 
cumſtantial things enjoined by Man's Law, 
though really and for the main they be both 
Conformiſts, yet verbally and ſecundum quid 
' they differ as Conformiſts and Nonconformilts ; 
therefore the grand difference is not between 
Conforming and Nonconforming Proteſtants, 
but between godly and ungodly Proteſtants, 
whether Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts. As 
for godly Men Conformiſts and Nonconfor- 
miſts, they can bear with one another, and re- 
Joice in each others Labours, and ſincerely 
though not perfe&ly deny themſelves, and mind 
and ſeek the things of Chriſt, and advance his 
Kingdom ; but it is unregenerate, ungodly, 
 Selt-ſeeking, Saint-hating, ſenſual and worldly 
Men, whether Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts, 
that are the Plague of the Church, and Satan's 
chief Agents. 


VI 


Obj. 14. Tt is fitter that the Nonconformilſts 


come over to us than we to them; we by yield- 
Se ing 
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ing to them ſhall harden them in their ſinful / 
Nonconformity, and ſhall diſpleaſe our own / 
Side, and not gain our Enemy. Anſw. Be it 
ſuppoſed that Nonconformity 1s a Sin, will it 
therefore follow that. we are. not to do our 
Duty to God and them, and all that in us lies 
{eek the Peace of the Church and the Publick / 
Good ? Rigid Conformiſts confeſs the Points / 
{crupled by Nonconformiſts, to be in their 
own nature indifferent, neither commanded 
nor forbidden by God, and that the Church 
may well be without them : Moderate Confor 
miſts confeſs the Church might berrer be witl> = 
out them, if all both Rulers and People coud = 
be ſo content: but Nonconformiſts judge fone | 
of the things to be flatly ſinful. Now on whom 
doth it lie to yield ? They retaining their own 
| Principles, cannot yield and come over tous; 
we' retaining our own Principles, may cyrae 
over to them, and join with them in the Wo, 
and Prayer, and Sacraments, as we have Call 
and Opportunity ; and in fo doing, we gain A 
them fo far as it lies in us to gain them ; we = 
pleaſe God, which is Motive ſufficient, and 
cannot but have a good end and effe&, It l 
they make an ill uſe of our Condeſcenſion, | 
that is their Sin, for which they muſt anſwer 
to God, who will not fail to accept and re- | 
ward our good Deed : and if Conformiſts be | 
| diſpleaſed with us for doing our duty, ſhall we' i 
therefore deſiſt from it? The queſtion js not, { 
whether they ſin in not conforming ? |but al- 
lowing to each other their different Thoughts 
and Opinions about Conformity, what is the 


Ld 3 , £ 
»- 
L vo . 
— 
| + #F 
- + 3 WS 
=: + 2 2 
- * 76 AS + - 
4 \ 1 f Fae = | 2a 
} : ' * $2 EY 
. o - : ' &>, =F "0; .- 
\ - +: 4 EY 
- 4 pins os 
: : MTs . Fo, 
on ns. I 
# E e258 
: 6 FS. $0Y"” ng TS 
. P l FS - RM p 
4 Lo Od * + 


WE 190 Y 
oy mY TT INS W F s ac _ 
CI ens "WEIS, Om ob or Re woot 
van __—_— ey. ac ay, + = "i 
\ 3 , "4, E EET > moe bp onus : 


3". wenn 
9 —_—_ — EEN 
Y 0 4 


"Io 5 ; * 


v & | 
< 2 
-- 2 b ww PORES" TOEF} REST" Is 
£3 _ a Gas aa 8 - IO 
; 1-0 ER REIN 
DE a F*-? URS rd Hr. Et AY 
- 


ho ——"— Ws triples as yp tos or: ; 


132 The Conformiſts Reaſons for 


duty of both ſides as to mutual Peace and Con- 
cord ? They are ſo prudent as in the courſe of 
their Miniſtry to inſiſt upon thoſe Points in 
which both ſides agree, as being ſufficient for 
Edification ; and therefore we may ſafely join 
with them in publick Church-duties as we have 
occaſion , without receding from our own 
Principles, without breaking any Law divine 
or humane ; and therefore it will lie at our 
door if we do not; we ſin againſt one Arti» 
cle of Faith, The Communion of Saints. 


Obj. 15. The Nonconformiſts preaching is 
_ generally Myſtical, Enthuſiaſtical, and Calvi- 
niſtical, therefore I care not to hear them. 
Anſw. You mean (TI ſuppoſe) they preach up 
the Dodrines of Original Sin, Regeneration, 
and Myſtical Union with Chriſt, ec. I wiſh 
we did preach more on ſuch Subjets, which 
are ſo neceſſary in order to Salvation, and 
which come more home to the Conſcience ; 
whereas that which we call Rational and Inge- 
0, does only affect the Fancy ; the truth is, 
tog many of us preach up Sezeca more than we 
do St. Pau!, 


Obj. 16. Can you pive an inſtance, an 
example of what you preſs and exhort to ? 
Anſw. Yes, a famous one recorded in the Har- 
mony of Confeffions of three Parties of Pro- 
teſtants in Poland, ſome following the Auguſtar - 
Confeflion, ſome following the Helvetian Con- 
feſlion, and ſome following . the Bohemian 
Confeflion ; and being ſenſible of the ewl __ 
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ſad effects of their Diviſions, the leading Men 


of each Party came to an Agreement as to 


Dodrine and Points of Faith, and permitred 
to one another diverſity in Rites and external 
Modes, and fo became one, and did preach, 
and pray, and communicate with one ano- 
ther, and did. greatly flouriſh in the midſt of 
Popiſh Adverſaries and Arian Hereticks, and 


Enemies of all ſorts. See for this Corpus Cone 
feſſ. par. I. pag. 163. par,2. pag. 215. Pargi Ires, 


71, Cap. I7. 


Obj. 17. A downright and thorow Con- 
formiſt I love, a downright Nonconformiſt I 
can fence my ſelf againſt, and do not much 
fear nor care for : but a doubting Conformiſt, 
neither Fiſh nor Fleſh, halting between. God 
and Baal, and true to no ſide; I cannot en- 
dure; the Church is in moſt danger from ſuch, 
from ſuch good Lord deliver us. Anſw. You 
do well to be againſt Double-mindedneſs and 
Hypocriſy, and halting between God and 
Baal; TI pray ſtick to this Principle, and bg 
for no Side, for no Sec and Party againſt im- 
partial Truth and Godlineſs, and permit me 
and others to ſerve you, and both Confor- 
miſts and Noneonformilts in Love ;, and all 
that lies in us to live peaceably with all Men, 
and to be one with God, and all good Men 
againſt the World, the Flefh, - and the Devil. 
Remember the Communion of Saints is an 
Article of Faith twice repeated in Conforming 


Churches each Lord's Day, and at other ne: 
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Let us all agree to practiſe this one Article of 
Faich 1mpartially, and it will heal all our 
Breaches and Diviſions : I preſs no one to go 
againſt his own Principles and the Dictate of 
his Conſcience, but only in times of great Di- 
viſion, and of many Seas and Parties, and 
contrary Ways and Intereſts, to be an impar- 
tial Chriſtian, and to abound in holy Love 
and Self-denial, and true Zeal for the Peace 
of God's Church in this Nation, and for the 
publick Good. Certainly St. Pau} did well in 
circumciſing Timothy, As 16. 3. and yet elſe- 
where he counts Circumciſion 4 weak and beg- 
garly Element, Gal. 4.9. and tells the Galatians, 
If ye be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing, 
Gal.5,2, Was therefore St. Paul neither Fiſh nor 
Fleſh, but a double-minded Hypocrite 2 Judge 
not according to Appearance, but according 
to Truth : have love to your Country, value 
Perſons by their inſides. 


Let us remember the Day of Judgment, lo- 
vingly converſe with our Proteſtant Brethren, 
not be ſtrange to them, ſerve them in Love ; 
rejoice that Chriſt is preached, Souls ſaved and 
edified, and Satan confounded by the Miniſtry 
of Proteſtant Conformiſts and: Nonconformiſts. 
Long for the good Day when all Seat-names 
ſhall be aboliſhed, and till that can be, let us 
really and indeed be one in Love; embrace 
the Nonconformiſts as dear Brethren in Chriſt, 


make them freely welcome to preach in our 


Pulpits, encourage our People to hear _ 
. an 


# # ” 
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and hear and join with them our ſelves as we - 


have pe genir” and thank them for their 
Labours, and wiſh them all good Succeſs, an 
extend our Charity to ſuch of them as need, 
and in all things conform our ſelves to the 
Example of Chriſt. To him»be Glory for 


eVETe Amen. ; 
on — - —— _ — 
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